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Big quake in Japan kills two 

TOKYO (AFPJ — A major eanhquake measuring 7.5 on the 
Richter scaje h,r northern Japan on Wednesday fcfflml ai least two 
P«plcand.n ^scores. RokIs were dosed and ntins Mppe* 
white several small ndal waves hit the coast, reports said. The two 
dead were m Hachmohe. in northeast of the main Honshu island 

^ , ""Wfr f elt. The floor of a pinbSi 

parlor m the town SQO kilometres north of Tokyo, collapsed 
Japan Broadcasting Corporation (NHK) 
said. More than Mother people were treated in city hospitals for 
cuts and bums. NHK said. A quake of 7.5 on the Ri&iter scale can 
cause heavy, widespread damage, according to experts. Wednes- 
day s temblor, which occurred at 9:19 p.m (1219 GMT) 
registered s« on the Japan scale of intensity ranging from one to 
seven. Six could damage many wooden structure homes, cause 
serious landslides and leave cracks in concrete, according to 
exports. The quake registered five in Morioka, Aomori and 
Mutsu. 





An independent Arab political daily puWisraf^by the Jordan Press Foundation 

Lujj^l i vi>«fili j jt i i ■ j < iiiil iw' 


Hamas forms new fighting unit 

KHAN YUN1S (AFP) — The Islamic Resistance Movement 
Hamas has formed a new fighting unit to honour a suicide bomber 
who killed himself and wounded 12 others, mostly Israelis, in 
Jerusalem at the weekend. “We announce the formation of a new 
fighting unit ... it will shed Jewish blood.'* a Hamas speaker told a 
crowd of several thousand, who met here Wednesday id honour 
the death of the bomber Aiman Radi Sunday. Four masked men 
claiming to be fugitives from Israel fired at least 100 shots in the air 
as the crowd cheered. A Hamas militant Sunday set off explosives 
□ext to a bus full of Israeli servicemen which he bad tried and 
failed to board, the group said. The meeting Wednesday was held 
in a sports field next to an Israeli army base protecting the nearby 
Gush Katif Jewish settlement. Palestinian police observing at a 
distance did not interfere, but prevented youths running across io 
a fence around the army base. The Israeli army protested to the 
Palestinian police about the shooting, a Palestinian officer said. 
Bui he said the participants “are only firing to express themselves 
and are not harming anyone.’* 
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r GROZNY (Agencies) — 

The Russian army launched a 
concerted attack on the 
Chechenya capital Grozny 
from three directions on 
Wednesday after bloody 
bombing raids that destroyed 
:/ an orphanage. 

The Russians, using heli- 
... j copter gunships, warplanes, 
tanks and Grad rockets, 
7 ; assaulted the Khankala sub- 

urbs in eastern Grozny and 
the strategic Karpinski hill in 
the west of the republic's 
capital just before dawn. 

“The storming of Grozny 
has begun. They want to take 
the city, but they won’t, said 
Chechen go vein mem spokes- 
man MovJadi Udugov at tbe 
- heavily guarded presidential 
building. 

Tbe attack was the first in 
the Grozny suburbs since 
President Boris Yeltsin sent 
troops on Dec. 11 to crush 
the republic's three-year in- 
dependence drive. 

A Russian division adv- 
anced three kilometres from 
the east and was fighting with 
Chechen forces around the 
former military airport in 
Khankala, about five 
kilometres east of central 
Grozny, said Shamil Be- 
sayev, commander at the 
Khankala front. 

- Bat the Chechen line was 
bo/ding and the 10,000-man 
Russian force was unable to 
motfe. harassed by Chechens 
on all rides, he said. 

"They won’t come through 
tonight,” he said as multiple 
Grad rockets roared over and 
crashed into nearby posi- 
tions, sending up plumes of 
..black smoke. 

A member of Russia’s in- 
fluential security council said 
that Moscow's troops would 
gradually drive rebel fighters 
out of Grozny but denied the 
city would be stormed. 

"Grozny will be freed from 
illegal armed forces, merce- 
naries and criminals. It will 
not be stormed, but it will be 
liberated,” security council 
secretary Oleg Lobov told a 
news conference. “Tbe li- 
beration of Grozny will be 
carried out step by step, dis- 


trict by district.” 

Mr. Lobov did not say 
whether troops would actual- 
ly enter Grozny or use other 
other means to drive forces 
loyal to Chechen leader 
Dzhokhar Dudayev. 

Russian officials previously 
said the armed forces would 
blockade the city from the 
□Orth, east and west while 
leaving roads to the south 
open. 

Mr. Lobov said Russian 
troops had taken the key 
military airfield at Khankala,- 
just sex kilometres southwest 
of Grozny. 

The Chechens, camouf- 
laged in white against the 
snow, seemed in high spirits 
and operated in small groups 
of about 12. 

Ail were armed with anti- 
tank rocket propelled gre- 
nades, which could cause 
havoc among the Russian 
armour if it advanced another 
kilometre into the streets of 
the suburo. 

One group darting through 
deserted houses in the front- 
line shouted “AUahu Akbar” 
before disappearing. 

Helicopters, the thunder of 
tanks and small arms could 
be beard continuously over 
the battle zone. The air stank 
with the smell of burning and 
explosions. 

Two Chechen tanks and 
anti-aircraft guns mounted bn 
armoured cars swung around 
from one end of the frontline 
to the other, highlighting the 
Chechens’ lack of heavy 
weaponry. 

"All the Russians use is 
snipers and tanks. We can 
only fight infantry/' said 31- 
year-old Chechen soldier, 
Ruslan Abalelov. 

Explosions of heavy guns 
and rockets could also be 
heard in the west of the city 
near Karpinski hill, which 
was still in Chechen hands, 
the government said. This 
could not be immediately 
confirmed. 

The hill, about five 
kilometres from the centre, 
would give Russian gunners a 

(Continued on page 3) 



REGENT VISITS WEBDAT: His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan on Wednesday visits A! Wihdat for a 


first-hand review of the living 
the area (see page 3) (Petra 


conditions of the residents of 
photo) 


Fahd, Assad and Mubarak 
meet upon Syria’s behest 


ALEXANDRIA (AFP) — 
Arab leaders on Wednesday 
held a mini-summit here 
amid pressure from Syria to 
dose ranks and stop Israel 
exploiting divirions among 
Arab countries in tbe Middle 
East peace process. 

Presidents Hafez A1 Assad 
and Hosni Mubarak of Syria 
and Egypt met with Saudi 
Arabia’s King Fahd, said 
Egyptian Information Minis- 
ter Safwat A1 Sherif. 

The issues under discussion 
included the eventual return 
of Iraq to tbe Arab fold, four 
years after it was cold- 
shouldered for invading 
Kuwait in August 1990, a 
Syrian source said. 

Damascus wants "an inter- 
Arab reconciliation because 
maintaining the status quo 
with Iraq weakens the 
Arabs,” a member of the 
Syrian delegation said, asking 
not to be named 

"That’s why it wanted the 
summit to be held as soon as 


posable in Alexandria,” he 
added. 

The three leaders were due 
to spend the night in the 
Mediterranean port dry after 
a working dinner and the 
talks could continue on 
Thursday, security services 
said. 

Mr. Sherif said the summit 
was aimed at "coordination 
of efforts to dear the atmos- 
phere and create Arab soli- 
darity.” 

A member of the Syrian 
delegation said the meeting 
was to push for "a more solid 
Arab Nation.” 

The talks took place just 
. two days after Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
travelled to Oman, becoming 
the Jewish state's first head of 
government to visit a Gulf 
Arab state. 

"Syria feels that if the 
Arab World closes ranks it 
will be in a strong position in 
talks with Israel, whereas at 
the moment it is everyone for 


themselves," a Western di- 
plomat in Cairo told AFP. 

Arab League Secretary 
General Esmat Abdul 
MeguicL. was also invited ro 
take pan in tbe summit, 
which has not been the case 
in previous talks between 
Arab leaders. 

A European diplomat in 
Cairo said the mini-summit 
reflected Arab concern over 
Mr. Rabin’s Muscat visit. 
"The meeting looks like a 
rejection front. Mr. Rabin's 
visit to Oman has scared 
them," he said. 

In Riyadh, a Saudi official 
said Mr. Assad himself called 
for the meeting to complain 
that Arab countries were 
moving too fast towards nor- 
malisation with Israel. 

"Syria is unhappy with the 
normalisation process be- 
tween Israel and several 
Arab countries at a time 
when there is no progress in 

(Continued on page 7) 


France probes whether hijackers had help 


PARIS (Agencies) — French 
authorities on Wednesday 
began investigating whether 
Algerians who hijacked a 
plane in Algiers over Christ- 
mas had accomplices in 
France. 

The Paris public prosecu- 
tor’s office started legal ac- 
tion against "persons un- 
known” for complicity in the 
.packing, justice sources 

Tbe four hijackers were 
killed when police stormed 
the Airbus 300 airliner in 
Marseille on Monday at the 
end of a 54-hour drama. 

The opening of the legal 
file was entrusted to Investi- 
gating Magistrate Jean-Louis 
Bruguiere, who has handled 
France’s major anti -terrorism 
cases for the past decade, the 
sources said. 

The legal move was not 


automatic and was taken be- 
cause authorities had indica- 
tions, which they did not 
divulge, that there may have 
been accomplices to the hi- 
jacking. 

The hijackers killed three 
passengers — a Vietnamese 
diplomat, a French embassy 
cook and an Algerian police- 
man — in Algeria before 
taking the plane to Marseille. 

Unconfirmed reports after 
the plane was stormed said 
police at one point suspected 
that the hijackers, members 
of Algeria's radical Armed 
Islamic Group (GIA), may 
have had accomplices among 
the plane’s passengers. 

No-one claimed responsi- 
bility for the hijacking but the 
Algerian government blamed 
fundamentalists, who accuse 
Paris of supporting the 
military-backed government 


in Algiers. 

French Interior Minister 
Charles Pasqua said on Tues- 
day he did not believe there 
were accomplices aboard. 
The legal move gave no in- 
dication whether possible 
accomplices were on the air- 
craft or on the ground in 
France. 

Pressure for tighter secur- 
ity, specifically on transport 
links with Algeria, a former 
French colony, was fuelled in 
particular by the slaying of 
three French priests, as well 
as a Belgian, in Algeria on 
Tuesday, within 24 hours of 
the end of the hijack drama 
(see page 12). 

The GIA claimed responsi- 
bility for tbe killings. 

The GIA said in a state- 
ment faxed to news organisa- 
tions that the priests died as 
part of a campaign of "anni- 


hilation and physical liquida- 
tion of Christian crusaders.” 

The group, which has 
emerged as one of Algeria’s 
most hardline Muslim fun- 
damentalist factions, said the 
priests were killed after four 
of its own “soldiers” died in 
tbe hijack. 

The four were members of 
the same unit that killed the 
priests, it added. 

The Airbus hijack marked 
the first time the civil war in 
Algeria, a former colony of 
France, had crossed over 
onto the French mainland, 
and Paris is concerned that it 
should not set a precedent. 

French nationals, interests 
and institutions have for 
more than two years been 
targetted in Algeria by Mus- 
lim fundamentalist groups 
who accuse Paris of support- 
ing the Algiers regime. 


On Wednesday air and sea 
links were still suspended be- 
tween France and Algeria, 
and Transport Minister Ber- 
nard Bosson was considering 
what extra security measures 
could be implemented before 
they were allowed to resume. 

These could include allow- 
ing armed guards to be de- 
ployed on all flights to Alger- 
ia, as well as a ban on over- 
night stops by French planes 
in the country and tightened 
controls on airline staff, Mr. 
Bosson said. 

On the French mainland as 
well, authorities, led by hard- 
line Interior Minister Pasqua, 
were considering what pre- 
ventive measures could be 
taken to forestall any terror- 
ist attack. 

On Tuesday it was re- 


(Contfamed on page 7) 


Census shows 4.095m people live in Jordan 


By Amy Henderson 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Preliminary re- 
sults of Jordan’s 1994 census 
show that 4.095,579 people 
are living in the Kingdom — 
3,779.118 of them Jorda- 
nians, according to the De- 
partment of Statistics (the re- 
maining 316,461 are fore- 
igners in the Kingdom. 
However, they have not yet 
been categorised). 

! The preliminary results re- 
leased by the department late 
Tuesday broke down the 
population by governorate 
.• *and sex. According to the 
’■ department, there are 
1,917,601 male and 1.861,517 
female Jordanians. Statistics 
also showed that family size 
has decreased since the* fas* 
population census in 1979: 
To dav V awrace Jordanian 


members compared to 6.7 in 
1979- 

Officials also said that Jor- 
dan had seen a high popula- 
tion growth rate — 4.35 per 
cent — despite a drop in 
fertility rate, which they attri- 
bute to forced migration, par- 
ticularly as a result of the 
Gulf crisis. Until now, it is 
estimated that 10 per cent of 
Jordan’s population is com- 
orised of returnees from the 
Elf. Further census results 
should tell whether this is 

SC These statistics were re- 
leased Tuesday night wa the 

f °",°T?n th=Vyof asche- 

D ep a «men. of S«usn« t 

canceled . under .he 


Department officials said 
they did not know exactly the 
reasons for calling off the 
conference. 

Preliminary results, 
however, are not the statistics 
that pique the interest of 
most Jordanians. Other fi- 
gures yet to be released and 
interpreted are what most are 
waiting for. 

The census questionnaire 
has caused more than a few 
raised eyebrows: especially 
those questions concerning 
family origin, refugee status 
and displaced persons status, 
all of which have not yet been 
publicised. 

The census has been criti- 
cised by some m the press 
and public as a politically 
motivated census that would 
categorise the population in 
terms of Jordanians and 
Palestinians. As of late* any 


nian, who is a Palestinian and 
what exactly constitutes a re- 
fugee has been taboo. The 
government has maintained 
throughout the years that less 
that 40 per cent of Jordan’s 
population is of Palestinian 
origin, while most are in- 
clined to believe that this 
figure may be unrepresenta- 
tive of the actual number of 
Jordanians of Palestinian ori- 
gin in Jordan. 

Other theories have 
abounded as well conceming- 
the census’ purpose- Some 
have proposed that the cen- 
sus statistics would be useful 
in helping Jordan secure 
financial aid in further peace 
negotiations. One prominent 
A1 Ra’I writer suggested that 
the results may be used ‘ n 
writini a new election few or 
redisnicting the Kinrf 0 * n for 
election purposes in a way he 


equitable. 

Government officials con- 
firmed last week that the 
Ministry of Interior is. in fact, 
working on its own proposals 
to amend the election law. 
Others have contended that 
questions pertaining to prop- 
erty ownership will be used 
for purposes of taxation. 

Dr. Abdul Aziz Zoubi, ex- 
ecutive director for the 1994 
population census said, 
however, that there was no 
political motivation, or any 
other sort of motivation in 
conducting the census other 
than to establish an accurate 
demographic picture of the 
Kingdom. 

"It is important to study 
population growth, especially 
when it occurs drastically 
over short periods of time as 
it has in Jordan,” he said, 
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Royal 

Falcons 

pilot 


crash 

By Rana Hussein! 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Bilal Abdul 
Hamid Shreideh, a pilot of 
the Royal Falcons, Jor- 
dan's national aerobatics 
team, died in a plane crash 
at Marka airport while 
practising on Wednesday. 

A statement released by 
the Armed Forces to the 
Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, said the plane crashes 
at approximately 3 p.m. 

According to an eyewit- 
ness, "the plane just dove 
to the ground." 

"The manoeuvring needs 
a certain height to over- 
shoot, but he (the pilot) 
went below the height and 
could not recover and 
crashed," the eyewitness 
told the Jordan Times. 

The eyewitness said the 
lightweight single-seat 
EXTRA-300 plane fell 50 
metres from the civil de- 
fence units based at the 
airport and was engulfed by 
fire. 

"It took less than five 
minutes to put out the fire, 
but Captain Shreideh was 
burnt beyond recognition," 
the witness added. 

Another eyewitness who 
was sitting in one of the 
offices at the airport at the 
time of the crash said that 
be heard a plane zooming 
in the area, and "all of a 
sudden I heard a loud ex- 
plosion.” 

“When I went to check, I 
saw a ball of flames beside 
one of the airport han- 
gars," the witness said. 

The witness added that 
the only part that was left 
from the crash .as the 
plane's vertical stabiliser, 
“and everything else was 
rangled together in one 
metal ball." 

Airport sources said that 
the cause of the crash was 
under investigation and 
that a team will be formed 
to investigate the incident. 

Exp erts describe the 
EXTRA-300 as a superb 
aircraft suited to the intri- 
cate manoeuvring demands 
of worldclass aerobatics. 

Capt. Shreideh served as 
an airforce pilot before 
joining the Royal Falcons. 

Capt. Shreideh, who was 
29, is survived by his wife 
and a new-born daughter. 

It was the second re- 
ported disaster involving 
the Royal Falcons. On July 
12, 1992, two Royal Fal- 
cons pilots were killed in a 
plane crash during an air 
show in Amman. The two 
pilots were Sherif Rakan 
Ghazi and teammate pilot 
Mohammad Oudeh. 


Israel continues 
settlement work 
despite protests 


EL KHADER, occupied 
West Bank (Agencies) — 
Construction workers press- 
ed on with a project to ex- 
pand a settlement near Beth- 
lehem on the occupied West 
Bank Wednesday despite 
Palestinian protests and a 
government review. 

A government spokesman 
said Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres hadlnfotmed Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) leader Yasser Arafat 
that “the government would 
discuss the suspension" of 
work at Ephrat when it met 
Monday. 

An announcement over 
Israel Radio that Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin had 
ordered the suspension of 
work resulted from a "confu- 
sion," the spokesman said. 

The project could not be 
stopped immediately because 
it was privately financed and 
taking place on land which 
had been allocated to the 
settlement, the spokesman 
added. 

Behira Berdugo, adviser to 
Mr. Peres, said he told Mr. 
Arafat the bulldozers would 
stop building until the Israeli 
cabinet could reconsider the 
matter early next week. 

Israel crews went on bull- 
dozing the land for the settle- 
ment on a hill near Beth- 
lehem between the Palesti- 
nian village of El Khader and 


the settlement. 

On Tuesday. Israeli sol- 
diers and police forcibly re- 
moved protesters from the 
land. Palestinians view as a 
provocation ihe more than 
100,000 Jews living in settle- 
ments scattered among the 
1.2 million Palestinians of the 
West Bank. 

Four bulldozers, two of 
them equipped with giant 
pneumatic drills, flattened 
the stony ground on a hill five 
kilomerres south of Beth- 
lehem Wednesday ahead of 
the construction of 500 new 
settler homes. 

The Palestinians have 
warned the expansion of the 
settlement could wreck the 
negotiations on extending 
self-rule on the West Bank. 

Some 300 Palestinians and 
leftwing Israelis demons- 
trated at the site Wednesday. 

**We are not fighting 
against the Jews but against 
the Israeli government, 
which promises us peace on 
the one hand, but on the 
other presses on with settle- 
ments," said Naim Abu 
Suwai, aged 60. 

“We’ll stay here until they 
stop," vowed Mustapha Im- 
ran, 45, a supporter of the 
Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment Hamas, who has slept 
rough next to the site for six 

(Continued on page 3) 


Deal on self-rule council 
election is near — Arafat 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Israel 
and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) are close 
to sealing an accord on elec- 
tions to a Palestinian auton- 
omy council but its size is still 
in dispute, PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat said in com- 
ments published Wednesday. 

“Most of the issues con- 
nected with the election pro- 
cess for the autonomy council 
have been settled. Only one 
point remains to be finalised: 
the number of council mem- 
bers," Mr. Arafat told the 
Egyptian weekly A1 Mussa- 
war. 

"This will be tackled at my 
next meeting with (Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak) 
Rabin," he said. 

Last week Israel and the 
PLO agreed that further talks 
on an Israeli army redeploy- 
ment away from urban cen- 
tres on the West Bank would 
be held between Mr. Arafat 
and Mr. Rabin. 

Under the PLO-Israeli de- 
claration of principles on 
autonomy signed in Washing- 
ton in September 1993, Israel 
is to redeploy its troops 
ahead of Palestinian elec- 
tions, which were originally 
set for July. 

Negotiations in Cairo on 
extending Palestinian self- 


rule have been suspended 
since Dec. 16. 

Israel has been increasingly 
reluctant to commit itself to a 
West Bank redeployment fol- 
lowing the killings of 45 
Israelis since the launch of 
self-rule in May. 

Police Minister Moshe 
Shahal said Wednesday 
Israeli police could provide 
better security than soldiers 
in areas of the occupied West 
Bank due to be handed over 
to the Palestinian Authority. 

•'Policemen and border 
guards under police authority 
could provide better public 
security and traffic control 
than soldiers on roads used 
by Palestinians and Israelis in 
the West Bank," Mr. Shahal 
said. 

The presence of Israeli 
police "would not contradict 
the Oslo agreement on 
Palestinian self-rule, which 
envisages an army redeploy- 
ment away from West Bank 
towns,” he said. 

"Israeli and Palestinian 
police could be posted at 
police stations in West Bank 
towns and hence provide 
security for Israelis," Mr. 
Shahal added. 

Some 120,000 Jewish set- 

(Continued on page 7) 




CONGRATULATIONS 

ARAB BANK 

Presents sincere congratulations 
and best wishes to 

MIS MAJjBSTY JEJUtS MUSSEIi? 
on the occasion of the 

Prophetic Ascension. 

May God grant your Majesty and the Arab 
and Islamic nations further prosperity 
and success in the years to come. 
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middle East News 


U.S.: Iraqi regime behind 
people’s suffering 


JORDAN TIMES. THURSDA Y-FRJDA Y, DECEMBER »O0. 


WASHINGTON (US1A) — 
Saddam Hussein is cynically 
manipulating the Iraqi peo- 
ple, systematically refusing to 
take advantage of the huma- 
nitarian options available 
cinder the United Nations 
sanctions, and blaming the 
U.N. for the people’s suffer- 
ing, a senior State Depart- 
ment official says. 

Food and medicine are ex- 
empt from the U.N. sanc- 
tions regime. David Litt, 
director of the office of 
northern Gulf affairs pointed 
ont. ‘‘There is no doubt the 
Iraqi people are suffering- 
...But it is not due to the 
U.N.” 

Between January and Au- 
gust of this year, the U.N. 
Sanctions Committee 
approved the shipment of 
some $2 billion worth of food 
and medical supplies to Iraq, 
Mr. Litt said. The commit- 
tee, which is made up of 
Security Council members, is 
“very liberal” in approving 
humanitarian exports; food 
and medicine do not require 
U.N. approval at all, he 
noted. 

The problem is not the 
Sanctions Committee, Mr. 
Litt stressed, but Saddam 
Hussein, “who has chosen to 
spend Iraq's money on such 
items as refurbishing palaces, 
crushing his internal oppo- 
nents, and mobilizing troops 
to threaten the Kuwaiti bor- 
der.” 

Apart from the humanita- 
rian supplies which the Sanc- 
tions Committee oversees. 
Iraq has other options avail- 
able to it. Mr. Litt said. 

U.N. Security Council Re- 
solutions 706 and 712 permit 
Iraq to sell up to S1.6 billion 
woith of oD to purchase food, 
medicine and other huma- 
nitarian goods. Yet despite 
tiie option, “Iraq has chosen 
not to implement those re- 
solutions.” Mr. Litt said. 

Yet a third means of 
obtaining humanitarian relief 
is available to Iraq: through 
the U.N. agencies and inter- 
national non-governmental 
organisations. For example. 
Mr. Lin said, the U.N. has 
set up a S200-S300 million 
programme to carry out 
humanitarian projects there. 
However, since Iraq restricts 
U.N. and NGO access within 
the country. Internationa’ 
donors are unwilling to fund 
projects there because they 
cannot ensure their donations 
will reach their intend e* des- 
tinations or intended nen- 
daries. 


As it is, the U.N., NGOs, 
and bilateral donors can cany 
on their programmes in an 
unrestricted manner only in 
the northern three gov- 
ernaxes of the country, out of 
Baghdad's control, he said. 

At the same time, the gov- 
ernment has imposed an 
embargo of food and huma- 
nitarian supplies on much of 
northern Iraq and the south- 
ern marshlands. His actions 
have been “particularly 
abhorrent” in those regions,. 
Mr. Litt said. Human righu 
violatidhs fhere‘“occur on a - 
broad scale” and many inci- 
dents of murder, torture and 
disappearances have been 
“very credibly" documented 
by the U.N. special rappor- 
teur on Iraq. 

In the past few years, the 
array has destroyed about 90 
per " cent of the southern 
marshlands, a region where 
marsh Arabs have survived 
for thousands of years. Of the 

250.000 people who lived in 
the region in 1990. fewer than 

50.000 remain today. Iraqi 
forces have drained the mar- 
shes “on a masive scale.” Mr. 
Litt said, destroyed the gras- 
ses and trees, and moved 
Iraqi armour and artillery un- 
its in afterward to attack vil- 
lages suspected of harbouring 
opponents. No international 
monitors or relief workers 
have been allowed in the 
region for years, he added. 

Ir. northern Iraq, the U.N. 
'■rerial rapporteur has found 
evidence that the genocide 
convention may have been 
violated, many tens of 
thousands of Kurds have tied 
and many more have dis- 
appeared. Middle Hast 
Watch, the international hu- 
man rights organisation, 
calculates the number of 
Kurds who have disappeared 
at 70.000-100.000. Mr. Litt 
said. 

Iraq has now complied 
with one aspect of one of the 
U.N. resolutions, formally 
recognising Kuwait’s borders 
and sovereignty. However, 
Mr. Litt said, the U.N. re- 
quires the country to account 
for all the Kuwaitis and third 
country nationals missing in 
action since the GtrifJVar. as. 
well as return the property' 
looted and stolen at- that 
time. These resolutions . f -p£ 
course, come in addition to 
dismantling Iraq's weapons 
of mass destruction — its 
nuclear, biological and che- 
mical weapons programmes 
— and preventing their re- 
generation. 
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PALESTINIAN PROTEST: An old Palestinian siuoaibe 
land where Israeli bulldozers are waiting to start workung al 
the hiOside south of Bethlehem, where villagers from El 


Kbadcra»dfonK*flttoe Smr activists arc trying to pnrvtst 

Isracfi seeders trace garttef twrtrad to fori wffl tatety 
the JewMi aeOkmenf of Effanca (ws page mm) (AFP ptet») 


Turkey bomb sale not decided — U.S. 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— The U.S. State Depart- 
ment said Tuesday that it had 
not yet reached a decision ou 
whether to license the prop- 
osed sale of cluster bombs to 
Turkey. 

“No such decision has been 
made,” David Johnson, a de- 
partment spokesman, told re- 
porters. He gave no indica- 
tion when the matter might 
be derided. 

AlliantTechsystems, bead- 
quartered in Hopkins, Min- 
nesota, signed a contract with 
the Turkish Defenc*. Ministry 
on June 21 to supply 493 
CBU-87 cluster bombs to 
Turkey, according to the Hu- 
man Rights Watch arms pro- 
ject. 

The project, m a report 
being released Wednesday 
and in a lener to U.S. Secret- 
ary, of State Warren Christ- 1 
;Opuqr, s&ifcJ 'it was deeply 
concerned that Turkey would 
usepich'cfostcr bombs indis- 
criminately m its conflict with 
Kurdish rebels, with “devas- 
tating effects on the civilian 
population." 

Each CBU-87 can saturate 
an area the size of a football 
field with 202 small, indi- 


vidual bomblets. The State 
Department must issue a 
license before such a sale can 
gp forward. 

In its letter to Mr. Christ- 
opher, Human Rights Watch 
also urged tighter controls on 
future U.S. arms transfers to 
Turkey. It wants to see writ- 
ten guarantees that the arms 
would be used “only in 
NATO contingencies or ‘with 
the prior approval of the U S 
government.” 

Turkish forces have long 
been fighting Kurdish guerril- 
las in the eastern part of the 
country. Human Rights 
Watch accused the Turks of 
attacking Kurdish villages. 

Warms Tan. firet secretary 
at the Turkish embassy, cal- 
led the organisation's state- 
ment an “absurd allegation” 
put forward to person rela- 
tion between tire United. 
Stales land Turkey- - . I" 

do nor use weapon* 
for foxrN^Jp pot- . 

poses. 1 he said. 

The Stale Department 
“should under no circumst- 
ances approve this license re- 
quest." said ibe lener to Mr. 
Christopher. 

“We are deeply concerned 


that Turkey will me these 
duster bombs tndacrmaaare- 
ly in res conflict with the 
Kurdistan Workers Party 
{ PKK). with devastating 
effects oc the cm fun popula- 
tion. 

"The Turkish government 
has a welt-documented re- 
cord of . failing to docnenm- 
ate between civilian and 
military targets.” it con- 
tinued' It accused Turkish 
forces of burning or depopu- 
lating 3.403 towns and *«•- 
iages and using torture xmS 
terror agams: cmliiai id 
qaq mign k agaimr the JCar- 
dtth brsurfeney and istirer 
demesne eacmres 

Approval at the duster 
bomb sale “would be paxtreu- 
Lajty objecumal.. as a time 
wheq Turkey’s human ngha 
record is derenorasnf and rts 
.. gjihu o campaign xpumt ;he 
PiXs tyajadwa/T fo*lc”ef 
sa&jit added iha app^- val 
#a$Q uqfcrt&r reee*- U.S. 
staieeiems of concent about 
Turkish human ngfea prob- 
lems indtidng mistreatment 
of the Kurdish minority and 
the sentencing io prison of 
eight Kurdish members of 
parliament. 


A # «han nightmare still haunts Russians 


;ee. ;ar ,.j . ray irter 

Soivet troc s in: .- -vered m 


r 

:-3 on ‘ i 

, ITOii. liisSL. : 

. debacle. 

pa astt without 
-S: here drawing pa- 
.tb-is between the crack- 
do»\ on secessionist 
“tiy^ and the morass 
cos got bogged 
. hen they entered 
. ‘^hs'iisan on December 
. T .979 to defend the 
r.tiy’s communist reg- 
i gainst Islamic guemJ- 

e official terminology 
arly similar, too: this 
ii- ■ ±e operation is aimed 
■ -.arming illegal -armed' 
ions," 15 years ago 
j. • “bandits” were the 
- get 

■Vitr. 14,000 Soviet sol- 
c, -5 killed and 50,000 
v * ided, and one million 
Ai_ in dead, the conflict 
imp. ited a real Vietnam- 


s^’le syndroms :a Russian 
minds. A constant reminder 
is the sight of wax veterans, 
disabled ,. their wounds, 

« ' . • - streets begging. 

k. ;ne armed forces, the 
situation has gone from bad 
to worse. After their retreat 
from Afghanistan, the Ber- 
lin W?U fell in November ~ 
1989 followed by the eman- • 
dpation of the “fraternal” 
states of the Soviet bloc and 
then the breakup of the 
Soviet Union itself in 199L 

Next came the political 
crisis of late 1993, when the 
military hesitated a long 
time before siding with 
President Boris Yeltsin 
against rebellious members 
of parliament. The shock 
waves from all those catac- 
lysms are still being felt. 

— The-puUout from central — 
and eastern Europe, com- 
pleted this year, saw troops 
come back to Russia in de- 
grading conditions, without 
decent lodging available for 
them. 

Accusations of corrup- 
tion have been raining 


down on superior officers, 
while the Defence Ministry 
has. to fight inch by inch to 
ward off hefty cuts in its 
budget. The ministry wants 
11,000 billion rubles (S32 
bfltibn) next year, but the 
1995 draft budget is offering 
4,500 billion rubles (513 
billion)'. " 

In this context of extreme 
financial austerity, the 
Afghan precedent is arous- 
ing worries about the cost 
of the Chechenya military 
intervention. 

Past experience of such 
operations showed that 
“they call for the spending 
of enormous sums, which 
Russia is incapable of bear- 
ing for long,” warned Alex- 
ander Piskunov, deputy 
chairman of the diima's 
-(lower house of parliament) 
defence committed.* 

Silence was the order of 
the day in all ranks during 
the decade of the Afghan 
involvement. It was only at 
the end of 1989 that the 
army paper Krasnaya Zvez- 
da printed the results of an 


inquiry showing that the 
military general staff bad 
opposed the despat, h of 
troops to Aghanistan. This 
time routui. however, offic- 
ers are resigning or even 
openly refusing to obey 
orders. 

No less a respected figure 
than General Boris Gro- 
mov has spoken out. He 
supervised the retreat from 
Afghanistan and was the 
last soldier to cross the bor- 
der on Feburary 15, 1989. 
Now, as deputy defence 
minister, he has complained 
about the “deceit” prac- 
tised on the troops sent to 
Chechenya. 

The forces actually fight- 
ing on the ground there are 
from the Interior Ministry 
at the moment, the regular 
army being much more re- 
luctant. An exception is the 
air force, which has been 
killing dozens of civilians in 
bombing raids on the capit- 
al Grozny. 

With all due respect to 
Defence Minister Pavel 
Grachev, another Afghan 


veteran 


is 


among the hardliners on the [ 
Chechen issue, the Afghan [ 
niehrmar? s til T •- it;- tb* : 
miiTi,*rY. 

By constantly denounc- 
ing the presence of Afghan 
mujafaedeeu alongside 
Chechen fences, the gov- 
ernment here is exacerbat- 
ing those searing memories, 
while the Muslim Chechens 
are clearly delighted to 
brandish the spectre- 

“ Afghanis an destroyed 
the Soviet Union, 
Chechenya win destroy the 
Russian federation!" in- 
stead -Chechen Deputy 
President Zelimkhan Yan- 
darbiev^ 

“After a long series of 
defeats and hasaliations, 
which began in Afghanis- 
tan, the Russian army has 
reached a point where it 
might quite simply refuse to 
obey orders," warned Pave! 
Fclgenhaner. a respected 
military analyst with the 
liberal newspaper Scvod- 


Rabbani’s 
truce offer 
still in air 

KABUL (AFP) — Ri«»J fac- 
tions have sufl to reply to the 
unilateral Kabul ceasefire 
offered by forces loyal to 
Afghan President fktnUnud- 
dm Rabhani. an official 
spokesman raid Wednesday. 

-No clear and official 
agreement regarding a cease- 
fire has been received from 
the ocher «dc yet,” said a 
Defence Ministry spokes- 
man. 

Be said a special delega- 
tion had been assigned for 
talks w.rh all the oppos ition 
factions, to discuss the defe- 
cate question of the transfer 
of power from Mr. Rai bam 
to an interim 'tn'cnnng body. 

"We are now wafting to see 
dufaJjte B rij testiorM a.- 
gewng to A /■* iMA*®-’ said, 
as head iftnCW' -* mis- 
nefl fir Afghanistan 
Mahmoud Meson arrived in 
Pakistan to resume his peace 
efforts. 

“it is rnne far than u> 
cease looking from the side- 
lines and get into direct con- 
tact with the people of 
Kabul." he said. 

A Foreign Minsny official 
said Mr. Mcstiri. who 
reached Islamabad Tuesday, 

Vi • f-xr*Ci.' tr *il to tr ivc? to 
-. :h.. - 

He >i.d Mr. Mesiiri nright 
meet opposition H«b-i- 
Islami faction leader Gottrod- 
»'in Het "lati jt in the eavre: 
fwrinci.>* capital Julaiahad. 
before coming to Kabul to 
see Mr. Rabbani. 

A permanent ceasefire was 
declared unilaterally Tuesday 
by pro- Rabbani forces, and 
anhough there were no major 
clashes Wednesday skir- 
mishing was witnessed along 
tile south Kabul frontlines. 

“We have received orders 
not to shoot unless we are 
severely harassed by the 
enemy’s fire.” a pro- Rabbani 
frontline commander told 
AFP. 

Behind south Kabul’s De- 
hotazang Square two mortar 
bombs fired by rival factions 
were seen exploding in the 
deserted residential blocks 
and there was a brisk ex- 
change of light and heavy 
weapons fire. 

Civilian traffic to the south 
Kabul areas controlled by 
Mr. Rabbani > rival Hezb-i- 
Wabdac Shiite faction was 
not mtemipted by the shoot- 
ing. 


person and wou nd ing a nothe r . Palestinian sources 
potted. There was no wnsoediaic reason for the aowag 
wh i c h occurred in the ’Ain Al Hi !wch camp on the eastaru 
of the southern pan of Skfon in South Leb a n on,- 
But a key Arafat opponent in the camp. Munir M aqd a h , 
“Israeli agents” for the attack. According to 
Palestinian sources, a group of Fateh militants hutted a 
rocket -propelled grenade and un lea s he d several rounds at 
gunfire at a PFLr office killing one of its occupants and 


wo un d ing another. Earlier tins month the FFLP and 
Damascus- based group, the Democratic Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine (DFLP), announced a decision 
to merge their military leadership. Both groups are 
staunchly opposed to the Arab- Israeli peace process and 
the Palestine Ubentioo Organisation (PLOl self-rate 
accord with the Jewish state. Six people were killed and 13 
ochcn wounded in mter-Patestixuan fighting last month in 
*Ain Al Htiwcb the hugest of 11 Palestinian refugee camps 
in Lebanon. After <e fighting Mr. Arafat appointed a new 
Fateh l eader s hi p in Lebanon aimed at preventing further 
bloodshed. 

Anctent falcon cemetery found In Egypt 

CAIRO (R) — Egyptian archaeologists have found hun- 
dreds of nremnuSM falcons buried ritually at a cemetery in 
the eastern Nile delta in the first milicnhim B.C. Ali 
Hasan, director of excavations at the Supreme Antiquities 
Council, said the cemetery was ar Tel Abu Yassin, about 20 
kilometres from the town of Zagazig and an important 
burial place in the 4th and $ih ceuntnes B.C. Cemeteries 
for mammified falcons are known from the western delta 
and near the southern town of Edfo, centre of the cult of 
the falcon god Honts, but the new one is an area better 
known for the wor ship of sacred bulls. Ancient Egyptian 
priests kept some of the animals associated with then god 
and gave them a ritual mammification when they <ned. 
Apart from those for Mcona, Egypt has cemeteries for 
nmmaufied bulb, cats, ibises, baboons and crocodiles. The 
government newspaper Al Abram said the falcon burials 
were of at least two types — in limestone sarcophagi by the 
rich, or loose cm shelves by the middle classes and the poor. 
The rich abo preserved falcon eggs in earthen ware vessels 
placed dose to the sarcophagi, it added. 

Iraqis, Syrians arrested in furniture truck 

WARSAW (AFP) — Seventeen Iraqi and Syrian nanonah 
were arrested after they were found hidden in a truck 
travetting from foe Belarus capital Minsk to Sweden, police 
said. The fOcgal immigrants were found Sunday at the ( 
P olbh frontier post of Kokuryki. hidden behind iunutmtj 
carried ha the track wHcfe police de ci ded to search after 
observing that its loci td been tampered with. The 
driver, of urap e cif ie ri nationality, and nit two Swedftftt 
Mthntta were airesrcd, and foe illegal immigrants sent 
hade into Before*, pufece said. An official report by foe 
Pobth Labour Ministry Tuesday said between 100,000 and 
150,000 immigrants, mostly from Russia. Belarus, 
Lithuania and Ukraine, who working UtegaRy in Poland. 


BO^^)^ l furieoy , fot i w M Hy akkod Cl i ffmairy oo Tuesday 
ro in v estiga te lfoefoera wnrtnn i f fire foaWirititi B Turkish 
national and his son was stated by right-wing extremists. A 
Turkish embassy spokesman in Boon said foe morion had 
made foe request in a diplomatic note to the Bona 
g over nm ent after foe blaze, which pofece have desofoed as 
accidental. “The German govermr^t is asked to investi- 
gate foe case because in the past 64 percent of arson cases 
were amfonted to attackexs who remained unknown," the 
spokesman tokl ropevten. "The German government was 
abo asked to prevent the recurrence of similar cases,” he 
added. No com m ent was immediately available from the 
German Foreign Ministry. The spokesman gave no ex- 
planation of why Turkey suspt * • m. Turks and other 

foreigners have been frequent v»t neo-Nazi violence 

that has killed at least 30 peop.e sinoc 1990. 
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killed at least 


sinoe 1990. 


Iran report cites malnutrition, overeating 

i?-/* -\N * R i >- M »lmi:ritiivn • sin* Cim.fo ot ' 
v. al a: Iranian children under fixe while 2l» per cent ».i the 
population face health hazards because they cat too much, 
according to a report published on Tuesday. Iran’s Centre 
for Agricultural Studies and Economic Planning said the 
country’s per capita food consumption was in line with 
international standards but distribution was lop-sided. 
“Twenty-five peT cent of children under five suffer from 
slow growth and their bodies are smaller than normal for 
their age.” the centre said in its report quoted in Kar Ya 
Kargar newspaper. "Twenty per cent of the people do not 
have access to enough food according to the standards of 
the U.N. Food and Agriculture Organisation. Forty per 
cent eat more than they need and the health of 2U pci cent 
is seriously threatened because of overeating." it >a»d. 

Ambassador reported due on hijacked flight 

PARIS (R) — France’s ambassador to Algiers had been 
due to travel on the Air France flight to Paris which was 
hijacked, the French weekly Le Canard Unchainc said. The 
weekly said Ambassador Bernard Kcsscdjtaii was Nvked 
on Saturday’s flight but decided to bring forward his tnp by 
48 hours. France has said two other embassy stall were oh 
the flight. One of them, cook Yannick Rcugnct. was foot 
dead by the hijackers. The 54-hour hijack, which started .u 
Algiers airport, ended on Monday when French comman- 
dos stormed the plane, killing the hijackers and «ci\ine. the 
lives of the 169 remaining hmt.igcs. 
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Industrialists to renew Iraqi contac 


Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the 
fl] ^’31 if'ent, on Wednesday listens to a briefing by 

(-c 7V 


Amman Mayor Mamdouh Abbadi (right) (Pet- 
ra photo) 
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tegent directs authorities 
o speed up urban projects 


* £ JMAN (Petra) — His 
. jyal Highness Crown 

' tnce Hassan, the Regent, 

. ,r; I IT;*,-. ■ ednesday instructed the 

7 1 'em J : Deemed authorities to stan 

yf " plementing 14 urban de- 

’’ ’-he 7 foment projects (11 in the 

;* irej -J riman Govemorate and the 
■•/ni jV^st in Zarqa) immediately. 
•' w-ith Speaking during a tour of 

>. ,1^ '? veral districts within the 


districts within 
the 


fur “if 


■ r.-rv-tt ■ mman area, the Regent 
- s ,” .7 id thar the concerned au- 
iji Ll ’* rorities should highlight the 
.. lf . T* aman dimension in tne pro- 
o.i'S S:ss municipal 

Q d urban development 
.-hemes, taking care to inte- 
rate human heritage with 
ie country's history and 
Kjdem requirements. 
Stressing the need to pre- 
Vionc jrve the architectural style 
‘ - :ni. % -f Amman, the Regent said 
- Mit.- aerial attention should be 
‘ 4 fc ' 

: -‘njran: 


ure tr^ 


given to the relationship be- 
tween man and the environ- 
ment. 

Starting his tour at the 
Greater Amman Municipal- 
ity, the Regent met Mayor 
Mamdouh Abbadi who pre- 
sented an outline of the pro- 
ject which entails the con- 
struction of the Amman town 
ball and municipality offices 
at Ras A1 'Ain district. 

The Regent inspected the 
Seventh Circle bridge project 
on the Queen Alia Interna- 
tional Airport (QALA) high- 
way and later called at A1 
Wihdat and inspected several 
homes and stores and met 
with families at their homes. 

He also visited A! Mahatta 
district where Mayor Abbadi 
explained the infrastructure 
work there. The Regent 
urged municipality to speed 


up the implementation of this 
project as well as housing 
projects at the urban de- 
velopment area in Wihdat 
camp. 

The Regent was accompa- 
nied by his adviser Moham- 
mad Saqqaf, Minister of 
Municipal and Rural Affairs 
and the Environment Tawfia 
Khreishan, Dr. Abbadi and 
Housing and Urban Develop- 
ment Director-General 
Yousef Hiyasat. 

Referring to the projects in 
Zarqa, the Regent said that 
expansion of the city should 
extend eastwards. He also 
stressed the need for coop- 
eration with the Armed 
Forces, the Zarqa Municipal- 
ity and the Zarqa governor's 
office in executing such ex- 
pansions. 


§rartaesVh& 



Minister of Tourism and Antiquities 
Mohammad Adwan Wednesday distri- 


butes diplomas to students of the Madaba 
Mosaic School (Petra photo) 


Second group of mosaic restorers 
graduates from Madaba school 




z *(igM 


IMMAN (J.T.) — A group 
rf students Wednesday re- 
vived diplomas from Minis- 
w of Tourism and Anti- 
podes Mohammad Adwan 
upon completion of a three- 
fflonth training course on res- 
toring and renovating 
Stosaics. 

The graduation ceremony, 
fold at the Madaba Mosaic 
5 dwv- *, was attended by Tta- 
■ — u Ambassador to Jordan 
Roronaldo Benjni, and U.S. 
i^ency for International De- 
*ftpmeht (USAID) Direc- 
tor in Iordan William Oliver. 

In an address to the gather- 
^gi Dr. Adwan noted that 
toe art of mosaics was de- 
toloped in this area many 
■Untunes ago and has been 
reintroduced and revived 


through the continuous 
efforts and dedication of 
Father Picirillo. a renowned 
scholar in this field who 
works and resides at the 
Ciaga monastery at Mount 
Nebo. J _ 

The minister thanked the 
Italian government, USAID 
and the American Centre for 
Oriental Research (ACOR) 
for their contributions to the 
establishment of the Madaba 
Mosaic School. 

For his part. Mr. Oliver 
said that since 1991 USAID 
has been actively involved in 
tourism development of 
Madaba and the surrounding 

areas. . . 

USAID, in partnership 
with ACOR. has assisted the 
Jordanian government in tne 

NEWS IN BRIEF 


creation of the Madaba 
Archaeological Park where 
mosaics are being displayed. 

Expressing appreciation to 
the Italian government for 
training the graduates, Mr. 
Oliver said the type of train- 
ing responds to one of Jor- 
dan’s urgent needs to pre- 
serve the richness of its past. 

Wednesday's graduates 
were the second class of 
Jordanian mosaic restorers to 
complete the course in imple- 
mentation of a four-year joint 
technical cooperation agree- 
ment between Italy and Jor- 
dan funded by a grant from 
the U.S. government. 

The Madaba Mosaic 
School is administered jointly 
by the Ministry of Education 
and the Ministry of Tourism. 
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King, Regent condole Indian 

president 


psi*C £5 


Shah Dev of Nepal to congratulate him in his 
name and on behalf of the Jordanian people 
and Government on his country’s national day. 
Prjnre Hassan wished King Birendra good 
health and happiness and the Nepalise people 
further progress and prosperity. 

Malaysia, Jordan conclude civil 
aviation talks 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan and Malaysia 
Wednesday concluded talks in Amman on 
enhancing bilateral relations m civil aviation 
and air transport. The two sides dead^ at the 
meeting, which was co-cbaired by Gvfl Avia- 
- Authority (CAA) Director General 

M&rvishSe Indian classy «o -d 

- »» tho number nf flights hu Bmral 

Regent congratulates Nepal 



to Indian President 

®harma condoling him over the 0 c ^ a “ l K,»-j a ii 
'Sngh. Prime Minister Abdul Salam M J 
Jo delegated the director of his omce 
Aktham Qusous i 

a. _ _ » i 


. ^IAN (Petra) - His Royal 
Prown Prince Hassan, the RegenL W 
£y sent a cable to King Birendra Bir Bik«m 



SSee flight a week. The Malaysian delegs 
rion headed by Mr. Yacoub, armved in 
Amman Monday on a several-day visit. 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A delegation of 
Jordanian industrialists will 
visit Iraq in early January to 
renew contacts and seek to 
boost Jordanian -Iraqi coop- 
eration in industry, an official 
of the Amman Chamber of 
Industry said Wednesday. 

The visit will be the latest 
in ongoing exchanges be- 
tween Iraqi and Jordanian 
businessmen as signs are 
emerging in the international 
scene of a possible relaxation 
of the United Nations sanc- 
tions imposed on Iraq follow- 
ing its August 1990 invasion 
of Kuwait. 

A team of Jordanian im- 
porters and exporters paid a 
visit to Iraq in November 
under the umbrella of the 
Jordan Businessmen’s Asso- 
ciation (JBA) and held talks 
with senior Iraqi trade and 
industry officials as well as 
the Iraqi private sector. 

Businessmen described 
that visit as highly fruitful and 


said contacts launched by the 
JBA delegation members 
were being followed up and 
translated into increased 
Jordanian exports of food- 
stuffs and medicine, which 
are exempt from the sanc- 
tions. 

T sy also said that the visit 
also paved the way for en- 
hanced trade links between 
Jordanian and Iraqi private 
sectors in goods ana services 
as and when the United Na- 
tions Security Counci! de- 
cides to relax the embargo on 

"vtaleed A1 Khatib, 
director-general of the 
Chamber of Industry, said 
the delegation which would 
visit Iraq Jan. 2-7 would have 
about SO members, including 
businessmen as well as repre- 
sentatives of the chamber. 

The delegation, which will 
be beaded by the president of 
the chamber, Khaldoun Abu 
Hassan, will include manu- 
facturers of foodstuffs and 
medicine as well as other 
products with a view to pre- 



Khaldoun Abu Hassan 

paring the ground for in- 
creased Jordanian exports to 
Iraq. 

Mr. Khatib said the delega- 
tion's visit was in response to 
invitations extended by the 
Iraqi Federation of Industries 
and Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry. 

“The team would hold 
talks with senior Iraqi gov- 


ernment officials as well as 
the private sector and explore 
means to enhance coopera- 
tion and business relations,” 
Mr. Khatib told the Jordan 
Times. 

Jordanian businessmen 
hope that the visit, which 
comes amid a flurry of con- 
tacts between Iraqi and non- 
Arab businessmen, mostly 
from Europe and the Far 
East, would contribute to 
reaffirming Jordanian-Iraqi 
trade and industrial coopera- 
tion after a period of stagna- 
tion. 

Many businessmen who 
held themselves back because 
of government con train ts on 
trade links in goods not ex- 
empt from the sanctions and 
a cumbersome process of 
banking procedures while 
dealing with Iraq have been 
warching with apprehension 
the increased flow of Western 
and Far Eastern businessmen 
to Baghdad. 

"There has been a marked 
absence of Jordanian 
businesses in Iraq.” said Hani 


Ibrahim, who heads an 
Amman-oased brokerage 
firm in commodities. “The 
vacuum was mostly filled by 
European and Far Eastern 
firms which offered flexibility 
and better payment terms fci 
Iraqi imports. 

As a result, said the brok- 
er. Jordanian exports to Iraq 
remained at a minimum level 
in the last three years and the 
Kingdom was steadily losing 
its traditional share of the 
Iraqi market. 

"Lei us hope that it is not 
too late for Jordanian 
businesses to ensure a share 
of the Iraqi market as and 
when the sanctions are lifted 
or at least eased in the short 
term,” added Mr. Ibrahim, 
who believes that ‘over- 
cautiousness” on the part of 
Jordanian traders, coupled 
with non-availability of fore- 
ign exchange through offi- 
cial channels in Amman, 
had contributed to dimi- 
nishing business for Jorda- 
nians who wanted to do busi- 
ness with Iraq. 


Truck drivers continue strike in 



By KTwtfah Sal man 
Special to the Jordan Times 


AQABA — Truck driven 
commuting between Aqaba 
and Amman Wednesday 
continued a strike begun 
Saturday in protest of what 
they believe are unsafe con- 
ditions of the ringroad in 
the Aqaba area. 

The strike was called af- 
ter a truck driver was killed 
Saturday on the ringroad 
when he lost control of his 
vehicle, according to Truck 
Drivers Union (TDU) 
sources. 

Chairman of TDU board 
Mohammad Abu Haswah 
said that drivers call die 
ringroad “tbe death road” 


because 21 drivers lost their 
Kves on that road this year. 

He said that this 22- 
kiiometre-long road causes 
thousands of dinars in los- 
ses because of the road's 
sloping angle which reaches 
70 degrees, and in effect 
causes delay in commuting 
time and damage to the 
trucks. 

The JD21 million road 
was opened to traffic in 
1993 as a detour for trucks 
away from Aqaba. More 
than 200 trucks use the 350- 
kflometre-long highway be- 
tween Aqaba and Amman 
daily. 

According to Akram 
Khreishan, member of the 
union's board, a strike was 
earlier staged in 1993 but 


was called off after drivers 
received promises from 
government officials to im- 
prove the road and de- 
crease the slope to at least 
40'. 

Minister of Transport 
Samir Kawar said the acci- 
dent which took place on 
Saturday was the result of 
speeding and not road con- 
ditions. 

Mr. Kawar. who was in 
Aqaba accompanied by In- 
terior Minister Salameh 
Ham mad and Public Works 
and Housing Minister 
Abdul Razzaq Ensour, to 
look into the case, added 
that a plan was drawn to 
resolve the problems faring 
land transport over the 
Aqaba ringroad by early 


next year. 

He said a full mandate 
from the Cabinet was given 
to the concerned ministries, 
and funds were secured by 
the government to conduct 
any necessary repairs to the 
road. 

In his meeting with the 
journalists Monday, His 
Majesty King Hussein 
pledged to make tackling 
traffic problems in the 
Kingdom one of the main 
priorities at the impending 
programme of reorganisa- 
tion. 

The King said he was 
appalled by what he saw 
while travelling from 
Aqaba to Amman along the 
desert highway earlier this 
week. 


Long vehicles were rac- 
ing along the road ignoring 
traffic signs, some of which 
were misplaced anyway and 
tyTes littered the highway, 
the King noted. 

"What was amazing," tne 
King said, "was lhat there 
were so many police pairoh 
along the highway," and 
nothing was being done ab- 
out the hazardous driving 
conditions. 

“This is a priority issue.” 
the King said, adding that 
something must be done to 
ensure safety and order on ! 
the roads. \ 

The King said he was ; 
distressed by the number of ! 
accidents in the country and I 
what that meant in terms of ■ 
human anti material losses . 1 


Cancer centre opening 
delayed for 6 months 


By Elia Nasrallab 

/onfaii Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — ’AI 
cer Centre^wf^'TO"'^ * 
have opened* by year ' end' is J 
now expected to become 
operational in six months, 
according to centre offidab 
Wednesday. 

It will rake another three 
months to complete the con- 
struction work at the seven 
storey complex and three 
more months to become 
operational, according to 
Nabih Muammar, director 
general of the centre. 

Dr. Muammar said delays 
in construction and tbe intri- 
cate task of installing equip- 
ment were behind the delays. 


Last week the centre was 
visited by a Dutch team of 
medical experts, said Dr. 
Muammar: 

•'He told the. Jordan Tijne^' 
HfaaPihe Dutclf , government 
anti' non-governmental orga- 
nisations have promised to 


supply the centre with $11.1 
million (half in a grant and 
half as a loan payable over an 


extended period) provided 
that tiie equipment needed 
for tiie treatment of cancer 

E atients comes from the 
ether! ands. 

He pointed out that some 
of the equipment purchased 
earlier has already been in- 
stalled at the centre, which, 
according to initial estimates, 
would cost JD 17 million to 
become operational. 



CHRISTMAS DISPLAY 

☆ Ban! Hamida Christmas Display with a variety of safaO 
gift items at Bam Hamida House, Jabai Amman, First 
Circle, Rainbow Street. 

NOVEL RECITAL 

Novel recital by novelist Fuyez Mahmoud at the Phoenix 
Gallery for Culture and Art at &30 pan. 

EXHIBITIONS 

☆ Exhi bition of oil painHaga by Mahmoud Musa at the 
Phoenix Gallery for Culture and Art. 

ft Plastic art 'exhibition by LaQa Kawasb at tbe Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

ft Exhibition of works by Mahmud Obaidi at Darat AI 
Fimnn. Also showing an exhibition of portraits by 
Fahrehussa Zeid and tbe exhibition of contemporary 
Arab artists. 

ft Exhibition of paintings by bmaO and Tamam Sbammout 
at Abdul Hameed Shaman Foundation. 

ft Exhibition by artists Lattff AI Khatee b and Mnhy 
Khakefo at tbe Housing Bank Gallery. 

ft Exhibition at Oman Sandfhi Studio, Abdoun Vfflage — 
TeL: 829700 until Dec. 31st, 1994. 


Work continues on settlement 

(Continued from page 1) hectares of land which the 

Palestinians claim as their 
own. 

The Palestinians say they 
hold the deeds to the land 
proving ownership well be- 
fore the creation of tbe Jew- 
ish state in 1948. 

But the settlers at Ephrat 
claim they have legal deeds 
proving that the land is com- 
munal property and does not 
bekrag to private citizens. 

Israeli Environment Minis- 
ter Yossi Sarid urged an im- 
mediate freeze on the pro- 
ject. "This is not a new dis- 
trict but a new settlement, 
and the government pledged 
to freeze the establishment of 
extra settlements,” be said. 

But the right-wing opposi- 
tion Likud Party submitted a 
no-confidence motion in par- 
liament, accusing the govern- 
ment of preparing to suspend 
tile construction project. 


Palestinians were hurt 
and some 45 Palestinians and 
Israelis arrested Tuesday 
when security forces dragged 
them away from the site. 

Mr. Arafat called an 
emergency meeting of his 
Palestinian “cabinet” 
.Wednesday, warning that the 
expansion work threatened 
tbe autonomy talks. 

Palestinian Justice Minister 
Freih Abu Meddein warned 
that the peace process "can 
collapse over the settlement 
problem." 

Palestinian International 
Cooperation Minister Nabil 
Straath said: “Ephrat is a 
major setback.” - 

Last year the settlement, 
which has 5,000 inhabitants, 
was given the legal go-ahead 
to build 500 new homes on 40 


Germany, Jordan sign memoraed 
for JD 1.77m in technical aid 


£T, 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter , 

AMMAN Germany 4nd 
'Jordan ^Wednesday 'Signed, 
two memoranda which] pro^' 
vide the’:Kmgdom with' four 
million DM (JD 1.77m) in 
technical aid, thus raising to 
12 million DM (JD533m) the 
total amount of technical aid 
to the Kingdom for tbe year 
1994. 

According to the memor- 
anda, signed in Amman by 
German Ambassador Hein- 
rich Reiners and Minister of 
Planning Hisham AI Khatib, 
the allocations for technical 
aid and expertise wonld be 
forthcoming immediately via 
the German Agency for 
Technical Cooperation 
(GTZ). 

Under the first memoran- 
dum, 2.5 million DM (JD 
1.1m) will be available to pay 
for the cost of training. 


equipment and the salaries of 
experts from Germany who 
will help the Agricultural 
Marketing .Organisation 
'^(^■‘oontrol tjie 


quality, opts agricultural pro- 
ducts, its packaging and 
marketing of its products in 
Arab and European coun- 
tries. 

Michael Bock, charge d'af- 
faires at the German Embas- 
sy, told the Jordan Times that 
the procedure is especially 
beneficial for Jordan’s ex- 
ports to European markets 
because with better packag- 
ing and better selection of 
good quality products and 
grading of the fruits and 
vegetables, more markets 
would be open to Jordan 
abroad. 

The technical assistance to 
the AMO includes also the 
provision of vehicles and 
grading equipment, accord- 
ing to the memorandum. 


Mr. Bock said lhat the ) .5 
million DM {JD 667,000) 
memorandum covers the cost 
of. studies, 'expertise,, and 
. equipment to: be provided by 
GTZ to the Ministry of Plan- 
ning. German experts to Jor- 
dan under the second 
memorandum will conduct 
studies on projects which are 
given priority in the country's 
development plans. 

According to Mr. 3ock, 
the 12 million DM was allo- 
cated to Jordan in technical 
assistance for 1994 during 
which Jordan also received 33 
million (JD14.‘6m) in finan- 
cial assistance from the Ger- 
man government. 

Mr. Bock said every sire 
months Jordanian and Ger- 
man officials and experts 
meet in Germany or the 
Kingdom for half-yearly ex- 
amination of Jordan's re- 
quirements of German finan- 
cial and technical ass/srEnce.i 


Census shows 4.095m living i 


(Continued Grom page 1) 

pointing out that most coun- 
tries conduct a census every 
ten years and that Jordan’s 
last census was 15 years ago. 

The information provided 
by the census would be avail- 
able to a number of people 
including ministries that 
would use the information for 
planning purposes, he said. 

Dr. Zoubi said that the 
department will be releasing 
more information within the 
next few days, and the census 
schedule dictates that the full 
results be released early in 
1995. Statistics from the 10 


.rS n-r 


per cent sampling conducted available until October next 
m November will not be year. 

Following is a table showing the population of tbe various 
governorates: 

Governorates 

Amman 

Zarqa 
Balqa’a 
Madaba 
Irbid 
Mafraq 
Ajloun 
Jerash 
Karak 
Taffleh 
Maan 
Aqaba 
Total 


Males 

Females 

Total 

819,126 

748,782 

1,567.908 

323.191 

300.752 

6 23.943 

143,494 

129.995 

273.4S9 

55,183 

51,125 

106.308 

385,264 

360,510 

745,774 

89,156 

81,747 

170.903 

47,953 

46,270 

94.205 

64,107 

59,088 

123,195 

88.395 

81,157 

369.552 

31,814 

29,342 

61,156 

42,934 

36,467 

79.401 

452284 

34,461 

79.745 

2,135.883 

1,995,696 

4.095.579 


Battle for Grozny is on 

(Continued from page 1) 


dear field of fire over the 
city. 

There was also a Russian 
attack on the Kirov suburb, 
10 kilometres northeast of 
the centre, Chechen spokes- 
man Udugov said. 

The pre-dawn attacks were 
accompanied by air raids on 
civilian targets in Grozny and 
southern villages, despite Mr. 
Yeltsin's statement Tuesday 
that bombing of civilians 
would be stopped. 

Planes spread terror, 
bombing an orphanage in 
Grozny and houses and mov- 
ing cars south of the city. 

Mr. Yeltsin's human rights 
commissioner, Sergei 
Kovalyov, who is in Grozny, 


told AFP that “if they don’t 
want to bomb dvilians in the 
city, then they shouldn’t fly 
over it.” 

Heavy casualties were 
feared in Prigorodnoye, 16 
kilometres southeast of Groz- 
ny, where 16 bouses packed 
with refugees were blown up, 
residents said. 

Further south, in Urus 
Marian, Russian planes 
struck a road, destroying five 
cars. 

A road eight kilometres 
southwest of Grozny was also 
attacked during the night, 
said driver Sultan Mankayev, 
45. 

“Two planes flew right 
over, I slammed on my 
brakes, got out and dived 
into the snow. If only we had 


Stinger missiles,” he said. 

A Chechen soldier. Alek 
Shabazov, said two Sukhoi- 
27 bombers had been shot 
down 35 kilometres south of 
Grozny, bui this could not be 
independently confirmed. 

Russia's leading liberal, 
Yegor Gaidar, said he regret- 
ted the air raids and "sug- 
gested Mr. Yeltsin had lost 
his grip over evems in she 
rebel region. 

“I was very happy when, 
the president ordered to stop 
the bombing of Chechenya. 
but we have information that 
the bombing of Grozny is 
continuing coday ( Wednes- 
day),” he told reporters. 

“I'm terribly sorry that 
President Yeltsin lost this 
chance of seriously promot- 
ing negotiations that could 
lead to peace." 
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U.S. envoy arrives in North 
Korea to seek pilot’s release 


SEOUL (R) — A senior L'.S. 
diplomat crossed the world's 
last cold war frontier from 
South to North Korea 
Wednesday to try to win the 
release of a captured Amer- 
ican helicopter pilot. 

Thomas Hubbard, deputy 
assistant secretary of state for 
East Asian and Pacific 
affairs, arrived in Pyongyang 
after crossing at the border 
hamlet of Panmunjom, North 
Korea's official Korean Cen- 
tral News Agency said in a 
brief report. 

It did not say whether Mr. 
Hubbard would be allowed to 
see Chief Warrant Officer 
Bobby Hall or who he would 
meet in Pyongyang. 

A U.S. embassy official in 
Seoul said Mr.' Hubbard 
would seek to meet North 
Korean Foreign Minister 
Kim Yong-Nam. 

He said Mr. Hubbard, who 
took part in negotiations with 
North Koreans in October 
aimed at ending the Com- 
munist state’s suspected nuc- 
lear weapons programme, 
wanted to spend only a short 
time in North Korea “to se- 
cure the prompt and immedi- 
ate release” of officer Hall, 
who is from Brooksville, 
Florida. 

North Korea charged this 
week that Officer Hall had 
been on a spying mission 
when it shot down his heli- 
copter on Dec. 17 and said 
the case needed further in- 


vestigation under military 
law. 

The United States has ex- 
pressed regret at what it cal- 
led an accidental intrusion it 
blames on a navigational 
error during a routine train- 
ing mission. It says it is un- 
clear if the helicopter was 
brought down or made an 
emergency landing. 

On Tuesday North Korea 
released a photograph of a 
man it said was Officer Hall. 
It showed him in a flying suit 
with his hands in the air. It 
has said Officer Hall is in 
good health but has not been 
allowed contact with fore- 
ingers. 

Seoul's Han Kyoreh Shin- 
mun newspaper quoted an 
unidentified high-ranking 
North Korean official at the 
United Nations as saying 
Tuesday that Officer Hall's 
repatriation had been de- 
layed because he was not 
cooperating with the inves- 
tigation. 

Officer Hall's crewmate, 
chief Warrant Officer David 
HUemon. was killed in the 
crash. Pyongyang released 
his body on "Thursday last 
week to U.S. congressman 
Bill Richardson. 

Mr. Richardson, a New 
Mexico Democrat, said Tues- 
day the United States was 
being subjected to “water 
torture'' over the pilot but 
should stay calm and negoti- 
ate. 


“Obviously the North Ko- 
reans are squeezing us. 
They’re putting us through 
water torture. But I think it's 
important to stay cool.” he 
said. 

Incoming Senate Majority 
leader Bob Dole has 
threatened to block the $4 
billion U.S.-North Korean 
nuclear deal if Officer Hall is 
not released, the Washington 
Times reported Wednesday . 

Sen. Dole reportedly said 
he was not prepared to call 
for an outright rejection of 
the deal. 

Under the accord. Pyon- 
gyang agreed to suspend its 
nuclear programme in ex- 
change for a promise from 
Washington to supply some 
replacement fuel oil and 
organise a consortium to 
build light-water nuclear 
reactors worth W billion, 
which produce much less 
bomb-making plutonium. 

But Sen. Doel was quoted 
as saying Officer Hall’s cap- 
ture "and the death of his 
co-pilot could be a reason to 
block “a lousy deal anyhow.” 
He reponedly added: “You 
can’t trust the North Ko- 
reans." 

KCNA warned this week 
that Washington must “admit 
its responsibility as the offen- 
der” and show a reasonable 
attitude “before it is too 
late." 

U.S. officials said undue 
delay in freeing Officer Hall 


could nun irr.plttner.tation of 
:he October deal. The inci- 
dent also threatened da- 
mp: :en:a:i*c steps rewards 
establishing diploma:;- ties 
part or the agreemer: 

The outgoing diairr.an of 
the L'.S. House of P.eprc- 
sentativss' Foreign .-V fairs 
Committee said Tuesda- that 
Congress might dela> the 
scheduled oil shipmer: to 
force Officer Hall's release. 

Washington is to prc-ide 
50,000 tonr.es of heavy fuel 
oil. vaiued a: about S4.“ mil- 
lion. ta North Korea by ."an 
21 as part of the nuc.rar 
agreement. 

“A South Korean oil firm 
contracted to ship the oil for 
the U.S. Defence Depart- 
ment said the delivery »_s- 
likely to be delayed. It said :: 
did "not know if there were 
any political consideration*. 

South Korea's Foreizr 
Ministry said Mr Hubbard 
had reassured it that h:* 
North Korea visit would be 
limited to trying to obtain 
Officer Hail's release 

Officials of South Korea 
have expressed concern that 
North Korea is using its cap- 
ture of the pilot to squeeze 
political concessions from 
Washington. 

The North wants to replace 
the armistice which ended the 
1950-53 Korean War by con- 
cluding a peace treaty with 
the United States — but ex- 
cluding South Korea. 


Zhelev becomes stabilising factor in Bulgaria 


SOFIA (AFP) — President 
Zheiyu Zhelev. a onetime 
dissident with liberal ideas, is 
viewed as a factor of stability- 
in Bulgaria, where there have 
been six governments since 
communism collapsed in 
1989.- 

The ex-Communists have 
just won an absolute majority 
in the lares; genera! election, 
with the Socialist Party, as 
the Communists call them- 
selves now, securing 125 seats 
in the 240-seat parliament in 
the Dec. IS poll, according :o 
final results published here 
Tuesday. 

■'Their sworn foes, the Un- 
ion of Democratic Forces 
which formed the outgoing 
government, got 69 seats. " 


Mr. Zhelev. 59. founded 
the anti-communist UDF in 
1989 within a month of the 
fall of the Communist reg- 
ime. He has often taken the 
Socialists to task in recent 
years for undermining the 
restoration of farmland and 
blocking privatisation. He 
argues that only complete 
economic reform/can lead to 
a genuine de-commur.isation 
of'the cour.tr/. 

But Mr. ZhcSe-. is expected 
:o cal! or. the Socialists to 
form a government within a 
week or.ce a date is set for :ho 
new parliament to meet after 
the results are published in 
the official gazette Friday. 
Socialist chief Jean Vldenov, 
55. an economist, has aireadv 


invited all parties which 
obtained seats to form a 
coalition. 

During the election cam- 
paign, however. Mr.Vidc- 
nov said his party might call 
for an early presidential poll. 
He complained that Mr 
Zhelev had an "authoritarian 
streak." as evidenced by 
changes made in the top 
echelons of the army, secur- 
ity services and diplomatic 
service by the transi'in-,:! 
government named by the 
president. 

Despite national consensus 
on one day joining NATO 
and the European Union, 
plus agreement on non- 
interference in the Bosnian 


Germany faces awkward anniversaries of world war 


BONN (R) — Five months of 
war anniversaries recalling 
the fall of the Nazi Third 
Reich 50 years ago loom 
ahead in 1§95 for German 
leaders who would rather 
look to the future than once 
again dredge up ttheir embar- 
rassing past. 

Events from the liberation 
of the Auschwitz death camp 
to Germany’s final defeat on 
May 8, 1945 will be marked 
with many solemn speeches 
and acts of reconciliation 
with former foes. 

But even the best-planned 
events could, if mishandled, 
turn into a public relations 
disaster for the democratic 
Germany that arose from the 
ashes of World War II. 

With the uproar over possi- 
ble German participation in 
last June’s D-Day com- 
memorations still ringing in 
their ears, officials are now 
vety cautiously drawing up 
their plans to recall the hor- 
rors of the war. 

“It seems like only yester- 
day we had the 40th 
anniversaries of all these 
events,” one senior bureauc- 
rat moaned. “I hope we don’t 
do this again until the 75th 
anniversary — I won’t be 
around any more to see it 
all.” 

The 40th anniversary of the 
war's end went off well 


thanks to a speech by then 
President Richard Von Weiz- 
saecker stressing Germany’s 
responsibility for genocide 
against the Jews and calling 
May 8 the Nation’s Day of 
Liberation. 

But the first major 50th 
anniversary event — a 1988 
speech recalling the “Kristall- 
nacht” pogroms against Jews 
— ended in uproar when 
parliamentary speaker Phi- 
lipp Jenninger appeared to 
justify Adolf Hitler’s appeal. 
Mr. Jenninger resigned in 
disgrace. 

Before the 50th 
anniversary of the D-Day 
landings in France, there was 
an embarrassing uproar over 
whether Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl should attend the cere- 
monies. Id the end, only a 
senior diplomat represented 
Bonn. 

After that, Mr. Kohl and 
Germany's present-day allies 
seemed to agree to mark the 
end of the war in Berlin with 
a ceremony stressing their 
reconciliation and coopera- 
tion since 1945 rather than 
the fighting that led up to 
Hitler’s defeat. 

But officials and foreign 
diplomats in Bonn say Ger- 
many, where details for such 
events must often wait until 
Mr. Kohl gives his final 


approval, could run into se- 
vere scheduling problems if it 
does not deride soon on how 
it wants to mark May 8. 

Britain has already invited 
Germany and the wartime 
allies to a youth festival in 
London on May 7 and Paris 
and Moscow are expected to 
announce events of their own 
soon, they said. 

“If the Germans don’t 
make their minds up quickly, 
they could find someone else 
has invited everybody for 
May 8," one diplomat re- 
marked. 

The year’s first major 
event, the Jan. 27 
anniversary of the Liberation 
of Auschwitz, presents no 
problem for Bonn since the 
former concentration camp is 
in Poland. President Roman 
Herzog will represent Ger- 
many there but make no 
speech. 

Mr. Herzog’s pledge to 
speak in Dresden on Feb. 13, 
50 years after British and 
American bombers destroyed 
the elegant city in a fires- 
torm, worries critics who fear 
the wounds that attack tore 
open have still not healed. 

“One can only warn 
against this strongly,” pub- 
lisher Rudolf Augstein wrote 
in the weekly Der Spiegel. 
“This is such a slippery sur- 
face that he can only fall on 


Classical condoms and other New Year weirdness 


BRUSSELS (R). — Raise a 
glass at New Year to the 
condom that plays Beethoven 
and the flatulence activists 
who say breaking wind is 
healthy. 

A little indelicate? Then 
crack open the bubbly for the 
guard dog that was stolen, 
the cat that dialed long dis- 
tance, or the taxi driver who 
got a $30,000 tip. 

Or how about a toast to 
Japanese squid racing, port- 
able British gardens or stuf- 
fed Danish puppies — all of 
which burst on an unpre- 
pared world in 1994. 

It is time again, as 1995 
rolls in, to pay homage to the 
weird and sometimes 
wonderful happenings that 
graced the world in the old 
year. 

Top story — at least as far 
as New Year revellers are 
concerned — must surely be 
the campaign by the Nether- 
lands Liver and Intestine 
Foundation to make breaking 
wind publicly acceptable. 


Fifteen times a day is about 
right, the group said. 

In Italy, meanwhile, a safe 
sex conscious physics student 
planned to patent a prophy- 
lactic that plays classical 
music of it tears. 

His breaks to Beethoven, 
he said. It was not dear if it 
was “Ode To Joy." 

Animals, as ever, added 
grist to the weirdness mill. 

Traffic in downtown Tokyo 
ground to a virtual halt when 
squid races attracted large 
crowds of office workers who 
fancied a flutter. The winner 
took home the speediest 
squid. 

A Tokyo taxi driver is wait- 
ing for police to decide if he 
cankeep a 3,000,000 yen 
($30,000) tip. His passenger 
paid the 1,600 yen ($16) fare 
on the meter, asked for a 
receipt and then put a stack 
of old 10,000-yen bills next to 
die driver as he got out of the 
taxi. Police say they have had 
no inquiries about the 


money. 

A hapless Dutchman, 
meanwhile, spent more than 
SI ,000 on a police-trained 
guard dog — only to have it 
stolen two days later. 

Still, the dog had better 
luck than five labrador pup- 
pies in Denmark. To the hor- 
ror of pet lovers, they were 
stuffed and put on display in 
a modern art exhibition. 

For fans of the macabre, 
the United States also 
weighed in with its usual 
flourish. 

Some New Yorkers, it was 
painstakingly reported, have 
taken to being branded 
rather than amply getting a 
tattoo. 

In Florida, two separate 
sets of German tourists spent 
the night in hotels with a 
(different) corpse under their 
bed. 

One group complained ab- 
out the smell the other 
apparently didn’t notice. 

Elsewhere, some people 
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US. troops mad £*ok gaerd the BUtin army grefigfet, Tbe scidim and others reportedly 
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U.S. troops patrol Haitian army HQ ; 


conflict, the foreicr. affairs 
field cou’d throw up strains 
between Mr. Zhelev and the 
new government 

He was :r France on a state 
visit las: month and is due ;n 
the United Stales m February 
a: :hc invitation of President 
Bril Canton 

A White House communv 
que said that under Mr 
Zhelev. Bu-cana had given 
cp tern:- nZ claims ir. neigh- 
bouring cauntr.cv was ap- 
p:v:na U N ur.ctir r.s arains t 
rurr.p \ uiiovlava. was dc- 
v eloping reuti-na with Tut- 
kev. Greece and Romania, 
and was one of the tins sign** 
trifles uf the Partnership For 
Pc ace programme 


PORT-AU-PRT SCE. Haiti 
/R) ~ U.S. troops pairoOed 
Haitian army headquarters 
Tuesday, the day after Hai- 
tian soldiers opened fired oo 
the building tiunsg a protest 
against a r-.iliury redact io n 
plan. 

The shooing Monday fai- 
led at leas: tteer Haitian 
soldiers. aorertfa;: to U.S. 
military offraah. 

I: was the woes: vioieoex 
tr.vchrog the Hainan military 
since the Ort. 15 return of 
President Jcan-Bcrtraad 
Aristide to power. The sol- 
diers also dentortstrated out- 
side headquarters to demand 
December paychecks and 
pcrtu.nrts. U S officials saxd. 

Details remained sketchy 
about exactly what triggered 
the violence, and rumours 
circulated throughout the 
capita! of Port-Au-Princc 
iha: the dcatii toll may be 
higher. 

’The multinational force 
fired a: then*, :tbe draidcn: 
Haitian soldiers; but it rs not 
dear if any of the casualties 
were caused by U S or by 
Haitian forces’" said U $ 
cmba'.vy spokesman Stas 


Scfarager. 

Some SO Haitian soldiers 
were taken into custody by 
U.S. troops following the 
shooting, and more than 400 
weapons were seized. U.S. 
officials said. 

"What happened yesterday 
shows chat the Haitian milit- 
ary personnel have learned 
hole. They are organised, 
and there is a sense of de- 
speration which makes things 
more dangerous for the com- 
mon people, the multination- 
al force, and the new govern- 
ment.” said a Western diplo- 
mas, speaking on condition of 
anonymity. 

To discourage further vio- 
lence by angry Haitian sed- 
dten. U.S. troops erected 
barbed wire fences to seal off 
the army headquarters and 
the presidential palace across 
the plaza. 

U S soldiers were also su- 
mmed atop three troop ear- 
ners parked outside the 
headquarters. 

Foreign observers have ex- 
pressed worry that Mr. Aris- 
tide's plan to sharply cut the 
uzr of the Haitian' military 
might provoke violence and 
rearaats. 


The 7.000-member com- 
bined military and police 
force is the nation's largest 
employer, and has long been 
a tool of Haiti’s corrupt dicta- 
torships. 

To help reduce army size 
peacefully, a portion of the 
tens of millions of dollars in 
foreign aid pouring into Haiti 
is tor creating new jobs for 
decommissioned Haitian sol- 
diers. The programme, which 
has no: yet 'clarified what 
kinds of jobs will be avail- 
able. is being coordinated 
through the office of transi- 
tion initiatives, funded by the 
United States Agency for In- 
ternational Development. 

Some Haitians say the new 
jobs would be of little interest 
to soldiers accustomed to 
freely brandishing their pow- 
er and making summary 
arrests. 

"If they can't be police or 
soldiers, they're not in- 
terested m other jobs." said 
one Haitian soldier serving m 
the Interim Police Force. 

"I’m angry, but I know 
that dus government wants to 
crush the annv so wr have to 
accept it.” 


Mexico government, rebels closer to talks 


Ins face." 

The federal government 
has no plans to mark any 
anniversary but that of the 
final defeat on May 8. but 
many cities and towns are 
organising local events. 

The sleepy town of Rc- 
magen will host a reunion of 
American and German veter- 
ans on March 7, the day when 
the U.S. 1st Army used the 
old railroad bridge there to 
cross the Rhine. 

The horror scenes that met 
the allied troops that liber- 
ated concentration camps 
like Bergen-Belsen. Dachau, 
Buchenwald and Ravens- 
brueck will come back to 
haunt the sad ceremonies due 
in the former Nazi death fac- 
tories in March and April. 

From late April, when the 
Third Reich was rapidlv 
crumbling, memorable 
events crop up almost daily 
— the U.S. -Soviet troop 
meeting in Torgau. Hitler's 
suicide, the fall of Berlin, the 
end of the war and the start 
of the long struggle to re- 
build. 

“It's our history and we 
certainly don't want to try to 
deny it or hide it." remarked 
one official bom after the 
war. “But these next five 
months will not be easy for 


MEXICO CITY R - The 
Mcxiran gcr. ernmer: and m- 
digericos rctiels t&r.cJ :o re- 
duce returns :n Chiapas 
iu;c :irc Tjndav with the 
rebels wefooratng govern- 
ment efforts at ar.d 

President Enrcs:.* Zediiio 
ordering some troops out. 

The 'rcbcii of the seif- 
stilled Zapatista National Li- 
beration Amy «: j l*i a s:a:e- 
mer.: that they “valeted” die 
government’s acceptance of a 
civic group led by a Roman 
Catholic bishop :o mediate 
between the two sides 

The Jmenor Ministrv said 


in response that the govern- 
ment saw "encouraging 
signs” m the rebel statement 

“The president of the re- 
public has gricn instructions 
to the Defence Mi nocry to 
Withdraw its troops and end 
us operations in the towns of 
San Qmntin and Monte Li ha- 
no .. This is another example 
of the willingness of Presi- 
dent Zedillo to find paths to 
build a just and lasting 
peace." 

The two towns on the edge 
of the Lacandon jungle in 
eastern Chiapas are very 
dose to the rebels' stron- 


ghold. Military operations 
there in recent days had been 
decried as provocative bv the 
rebels and bv entics of the 
aimy. 

The rebels also said they 
recognised the Intel ior 
Ministry as a valid repre- 
sentative in an> future con- 
tacts between ihe two sides 
via the National Mediation 
Commission, headed by 
Chiapas Bishop Samuel Ruiz. 

Bishop Ruiz, a fierce de- 
fender of indigenous rights, 
has been staging a hunger 
strike for the last week to 
push for new talks. 


Li Peng winds up visit to Burma 


RANGOON (AFP) — 
Chinese Premier Li Peng en- 
ded his first visit to Burma 
Wednesday with praise for 
Rangoon’s efforts at “nation- 
al reconciliation" and a rejec- 
tion of claims that Beijmg 
wants to expand its influence 
in the region. 

Mr. Li. only the fourth 
head of state to visit Rangoon 
since the I98S military 
takeover, also said the issue 
of detained Nobel Peace 
laureate and leading dissident 


Aung Sang Suu Kyi was "en- 
tirely Myanmar’s (Burma’s) 
internal affair.” 

Mr. Li. also rhe most 
senior Chinese official to visit 
Rangoon, answered repor- 
ters ’"quest ions before return- 
ing to Beijing at the end of 
his three-day official visit. 
Analysts "here called the 
hour-long news conference 
''unprecedented.'’ noting it 
was the first by a visiting 
Chinese leader since the two 
countries established di- 
plomatic ties in 1950. 


Mr. Li used the opportun- 
ity to dismiss Western and 
regional fears his bridge- 
building visit to China’s 
southern neighbour was in- 
tended to expand Beijing’s 
influence in the region and 
towards the Indian Ocean. 

“As a developing country. 
China is devoted and com- 
mitted to its modernisation," 
he said. “We pursue an inde- 
pendent foreign policy of 
peace. We do not seek any 
sphere of influence abroad." 


Keating struggles to woo women voters 


were spectacularly untuckly. 

An Australian farm hand 
was crippled when a lamb 
knocked over a rifle and shot 
her. 

In Spain, an 82-year-old 
woman, quietly playing cards 
in her home with friends, was 
gored to death by a bull. It 
escaped from the local bul- 
lring and crashed through the 
woman’s front door. 

But at the other extreme. 
1994 also had its share of 
good luck. 

A Spanish tourist had a 
wallet returned years after 
losing it in Scotland’s Loch 
Ness It was found by an 
expedition looking for the 
loch’s monster. 

But the toast of the year 
must surely go to the 60-year- 
old Dutchman who had his 
false teeth returned after los- 
mg them overboard in the 
North Sea. 

An Amsterdam angler 
found them three months la- 
ttr ln the belly of a fish. 


SYDNEY iRj — Australian 
Prime Minister Paul Keating 
has women troubles. 

It seems, try as he may. 
that he just can’t win the trust 
and support of the majority 
of Australian women. And in 
a tight election, expected late 
in 1995. this eouid mean the 
difference between power 
and impotence. 

Two opinion polls pub- 
lished Wednesday show- 
women prefer Mr. Keating's 
opponents, the conservative 
Liberal-National Party coali- 
tion. 

The NewspoU in The Au- 
stralian newspaper found 41 
per cent of women voters 
support labour, compared 
with 46 per cent who favour 
ihe conservative opposition. 

This is despite half of ail 
voters regarding Mr. Keating 
as the preferred prime minis- 
ter. compared with 24 per 
cent who favour opposition 
leader Alexander 6owncr. 

The poll nf voters 

over the ptst three months 
found that 54 r cent Q f 
women are dissatisfied with 
the way Mr Keating is dcung 
his job. compared with a 
dissatisfaction rallf ig C f 49 
per cent from men. 

In contrast, more men 
were dissa llsticd Wllh Ml 
Dowtier. 6s p*.,. ccnt> com- 
pare* with women. 58 per 
cent, f 

Thl Harris poll in the Au- 
stralian Financial Review 


newspaper also found the 
opposition had a clear advan- 
tage among women voters, 
with 43 per cent favouring the 
conservatives compared with 
35 per cent prepared to vote 
Labour. 

In the Harris poll, the 
opposition’s female advan- 
tage outstrips Labour's male 
advantage of 43 per cent 
compared with the opposi- 
tion's 41 per cent. 

Both polls found Mr. Keat- 
ing's inability to attract a 
majority of women voters 
would have been crucial if an 
election had been held in 
December. 

The Harris poll, which sur- 
veyed 1.217 people, found 
the opposition would have 
won 42 per cent of first votes 
compared with labour's 39 
per cent in a December elec- 
tion. 

The News poll found the 
government and opposition 

neck and neck with 44 per 
cent * u Pport\cach. 

Mr- Keating’s seeming in- 
ability to win over women 
voters flics m the face of his 
attempts this vear to paint a 
more fcmini-.t image for both 
himself and his government. 

Hi* Australian La hour Par- 
ty th»s year endorsed an 
aifinoatriv acrion rule giving 
women j 5 per cent of winn- 
able parliamentary scats bv 

zm. 

Ha govcm men i set a 
per ctol tar pc t for women on 


government-appointed 
boards and committees by 
2000 and moved to increase 
childcare facilities, arguing 
that women are now an integ- 
ral pan of the nation's econo- 
mic recovery. 

Mr. Keating also made 
Carmen Lawrence, one o! 
the country's high-profile 
women poluicans. his health 
minister. The move has 
sparked speculation that Ms 
Lawrence could become de- 
puty prime minister, a 
rumour Mr. Keating has not 
publicly refected. 

Yet Australian women re- 
main sceptical. 

Associate Prolessor L-lamc 
Thompson from the Sehi>ol 
of Political Science at ihe 
University of New South 
Wales says Mr. Keating must 
overcome his image as a 
tough, economies- Jrt\ en 
politicans betorc women will 
trust him. 

“He is a very, very tough 
publicans and he doesn't 
have that warm and tu.v> 
attractiveness Boh Hawke 
brought with him." p|o{ 
Thompson told Kernels 

Mr. Keating succeeded 
Mf. Hawke as Labour piune 
minister 

"He has nev C! b L - rn , 
popularist politician He is 
not well loved E | lc 
rate. They don’t tee! w.uni 
towards him Hut -hat doesn't 
mean the women won t vote 
for him." she said 


Armless ,, 

Norwegian man 
reaches South 
Pole 'V- 

OSLO lR) — An MmlS 
man and two other Ncaxvg . - 
guns have reached the Soiiti .. 
Pole in an unsupported ex. -' 1 
pcdition, their spokesman-. 1 ' 
said Wednesday. "Cato Zafi 
pedercen is the fira baud 
wrapped person to reach 
South Pole.” Hans Chnsu&j - ■' 
Erlandscn. spokesman foi ' 
the "Unarmed 10 the Soutt- r 
Pole" expedition, told Reu, ’ 
icrs. Zahl Pedersen, 34, <Xk •. ■ 
Harold Haugc. 37, and Lfav 
Ebbcsen. 39. reached thee 
pole just before 2300 GhTK 
Tuesday. "They ate in ' 
in shape," said Erlandscn,,' 
who was informed of tfcej* .. 
arrival via the U.S. research', 
base at the South Pole, Zah| 
Pedersen, who lost his arms ;: 
when climbing an electric- 3 - 
mast as a boy . pulled a sledge r' 
weighing UV kilogrammes. ‘ 
The expedition, in which Ute? ' 
three carried or dragged all; 
their equipment and supplies^ - 
started at Bcrkncr Island on . ‘ 
Nov. 4 and covered 1,320 
kilometres in 54 days. The - 
three will be airlifted from . 1 
the Pole on Jan b along with 
Norway's L.iv Amesen. 41,. 
who on Saturday became tb? 
first woman to reach the. 
South Pole alone. 

This hamburger 
isagem 

LONDON (R) — A Londo?- 
man bit into a hamburger aftc 
found a diamond wo'rtf . 
£1.000 ($1.51X3). a British 
newspaper said Wednesday;. 
Oskar Kevsdl, 31. found the 
diamond in a hamburger he 
bought at a McDonald's, the 
Sun" newspaper reported. 
With the diamond he found 
the gold stud of 3n carrihg. 
Keyscl! said he showed the 
manager of the fast food res-, 
taurant the gold stud, and, 
was given a free hamburger.' 

But he kept the diamond and. 
later took it to a jeweller., 
who valued it. Mr. Kevsefl 
told the newspaper he 
deciding whether to sell it j*t_ 
have it made into a ring tor 
his girlfriend. The Sw*; 
quoted a McDonald’s spok&^ * - 
man saving that a customer 
had found a gold earring stud' 
in a hamburger. But fh?‘ 
spokesman added: "The cus-.. 
tomer made no mention 
I diamond.” A check with s^atj , 

’ had shown no one was we«- ! 

mg jewellery', which is agaksr 
1 McDonald's rules, the j 
[ spokesman said. 

I 2 held for 
I burning New York* ’ 

! Christmas trees ’ . 

NEW YORK (AFP) 

Police have arrested and 
detaining two French men fob 
setting fire to Christmas trees 
1 in front of Rockefeller Cen- 
tre Christmas morning,: -a 
court source said Tuesday. 
Bertrand Delacroix and Jeen- 
Michc! Herbert, both 29. had 
planned to light the 25-mecre 
tree that thousands of tourist} ■ . . 
visit during the holiday sea---, 
son, according to police re-, 
ports. Security officers 
arrested the pair early SuiF 
day after they set four smaller 
trees on fire. Damages )at 
estimated at S10.H00. Offi- 
cials have set bail at S3 .000 
each, and they are due 
court Dec. 30.’ 

7-year-old 
boy admits 
killing toddler 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — A 
seven-year-old boy has 
arrested for murder in north- 
ern India after confessing to 
police that he threw a toddlet 
into a well, a newspaper re- 
ported Wednesday. x ' *< 
Pioneer quoted polii’ 
saving the bov, known only 
as Anf, anempted 10 kill 
infants in the space of 11 
weeks, but only succeeded in 
throwing the iS-montfook! . 
girl. Nikki, into the well. Hw 
murder came to light Sunday 
when villagers m 'lUiauf 
Uttar Pradesh state, t£[ 
kilometres t40 :ml C s) 
here, sported Anf dying to 
whisk away a two- month 
intam. Alter . i few imiiuiri.4 
harsh questioning. Anf '/£• 

'e.iled he had tiling 
into the well on l>cc! l?»Mj 
was aliout Lo Jo the 
thing i 4 i the infont. He ffejb 
took i lie stunned villagers® 
the wetl where Nikki’S bif i 
lying. Nikki’s fatWTy- 

Rosh.m l al, who had *rr. 
ported his daughter nusHHW 
week earlier, took Ar,fW«Si 
P<'li;e station, the Pk^**j*v 
'• rid Police officials 
Anf. who had been 
dotted by hi* paieflgfti, 
-‘i'ix:.ued to be mentally Btg*, 
■iblc and .tpjurentlv couldttcj^ 
tolerate crvrns children rv 
Pioneer quoted village Jra 
raving that AnfN 
vjv*: w as the butcher* 

Baraut where he wouW 
the d.vp the 
himself N- eyed tor 
I was often uren playin* ,n 
1 gutter during the d*>'- 
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es s 0 ^ Italian parties deadlocked over crisis 
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. '• i (Agencies) — The 
■ r , "«• Jp :rs m Italy s political 
' r, ^u% • ppeared deadlocked 
171 tin-.,, N &y over bow to re- 
;\ : >kii^e crisis sparked by 
' 1 Tl '- ■ 'i;. ^ resignation of 

„ V l ' if, lister Silvio Berlos- 

" j i ,ft '(federalist Northern 
■p,,, 1 '' '•■called in talks with 
. -tit Oscar Luigi Scal- 
' : a non-partisan gov- 

. I’’ ? V v i l . r ,- fcfio pass institurional 
1 ’ -j, v ^ itical refbnns. 

• ' c League, once a key 

■"fiiv'.^oni ally and now his 
n,;^ ‘■’i. foe, forced the col- 
, ai ,' ,; 'This government last 
t y palling out of the 
’ •' |? t . fl 'r five-party conserva- 
’aHtion. 

^..7 u League. and the ex- 


"* • S ; 


' : 155 i nist Democratic Party 

■, ■* 'Left (PDS), rejected 

• • . i tfasconi's demands for 

: ' * "Mnefal elections, saying 

■:..j would be pointless* 

' v’ : D feasting rules. 

,,/v-^.jy Berlusconi and a 
Lt>f his buddies want 
.. "M; Actions," League lead- 
’ ^trfjeno Bossi said, 
suggested an economist 
" ibihted to form the next 
N-nment, whose main 
.. ' v .jbould be to introduce a 
y.iroting system, control 
Vvast debts and imple- 
jTifwL federalism. 

Gianfranco Fini, Mr. 
-*n ■' isconi’s most faithful 

•\ . j, | backed the outgoing 

I Minister’s demands for 

,"'^~.jdiate elections and said 
. . D*'" jx nght National Alliance 
;wpuld oppose any 
" •; ipts to form a broad new 
■ do n': 

■ A* n .Ve' confirmed our feeling 
'•■•GT ifyjs indispensable to 
‘ n -' r-.ntq the polls and that 
■ jpvfiniment to carry Italy 

• ' j : .‘ jsfthe last one to have 

thelfonfideuce of parlia- 
;:.vt, Mr. Fini told repor- 

• .• -D a fen! meeting Mr. Scal- 
.. \-T; far just over one hour. 

' ji.:r,-’r. Scalfaro, the ultimate 

• f -Jw Vitaly's political cri- 
\i, "j^’s holding a round of talks 

is^Sptkmal figures and 
,.j erS fcf political parties in 


parliament to find a solution. 

Mr. Fini and Mr. Bossi said 
Mr. Scalfaro might have to 
hold a second round of con- 
sultations next week, a move 
that would further postpone 
any resolution to the crisis. 

Attention will now switch 
to talks between Mr. Scalfaro 
and Mr. Berlusconi, whom 
he will meet in his capacity as 
leaders of the Forza Italia 
(Goltaiy) party at 1500 
GMT. 

Political commentators will 
be looking to see if Mr. Ber- 
lusconi is willing to stand 
aside as his party’s only 
candidate for prime' minister 
in order to end the crisis. 

His party, the core of the 
“Freedom Alliance’’ which 
won general elections last 
March, is divided over 
whether the media tycoon 
should demand to stay on as 
prime minister. 

Vittorio Dotti, Forza Italia 
leader in the lower house of 
parliament, said Monday the 
party’s main aim shonld be to 
head a government that re- 
flected die wishes of voters at 
the last general election. 

He drew fire Tuesday from 
Forza Italia colleague Pietro 
Di Muccio, who said the par- 
ty should back Mr. Berlusco- 
ni. 

But cabinet spokesman 
Giuliano Ferrara seemed to 
indicate Mr. Berlusconi 
would be unwilling to step 
aside. 

“The Berlusconi loyalists 
are united in feeling that the 
only problem is setting the 
date for elections,” said Mr. 
Ferrara, who is also minister 
for relations with parliament. 

Meanwhile, one of Mr. 
Berlusconi's closest aides said 
the prime minister would 
never accept merely serving 
as a deputy. 

“He will never do it and he 
will never bow to being in 
opposition,” said Marcello 
Dell’utri, an executive at Mr. 
Berlusconi’s $7 billion a year 
Fininvest media empire who 
masterminded his made-for- 



Italy’s Northern League leader Umberto Bossi arrives at his 
party’s headquarter to meet with party dissident parlia- 
mentarians rejecting Mr. Bossi’s plans of an alliance with 
the reformed communists of the Party of Democratic 
Socialism (AFP photo) 


television campaign. His 
comments, in L’Espresso 
news magazine, were re- 
leased ahead of publication. 

Meanwhile a poll pub- 
lished Wednesday showed a 
majority of Italians want Mr. 
Berlusconi to quit politics for 
good, and 15 per cent want 
a him sent into exile. 

Voters polled by telephone 
in the days immediately after 
Mr. Berlusconi was forced to 
resign last week showed at 
best feelings about the media 
magnate who came from no- 
where to win March elections 
but resigned when his gov- 
ernment fell apart last week. 

According to the survey, 
taken by the Directa polls- 
ters, 49.3 per cent of voters 
wanted the media magnate to 


leave politics for good against 
47 per cent who wanted him 
to continue. 

Some 28.7 per cent of the 
1,025 people polled said Mr. 
Berlusconi should have re- 
mained prime minister while 
18.3 per cent said he should 
remain head of the Forza 
Italia party he founded ear- 
lier this year. 

Some 34.7 per cent said 
Mr. Berlusconi should quit 
politics but be allowed to 
return to running his business 
activities. Another 15.1 per 
cent were fiercer in their con- 
demnation of the former pre- 
mier and said yes when asked 
if he should be made to join 
his friend, the disgraced for- 
mer Premier Bettino Craxi, 
in exile in Tunisia. 


government* opposition talks fail 
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(AFP) — Main 
£ w ‘osition leader Sheikh 
■J -Wajed announced 

J unesday that opposition 
old carry out their 

• -t^i resign "■ after last : 
■: -csr. mass wfttf'tfie Baiig- 

%th gbveminent failed to 
Ive a long-standing poli- 
, _ „ conflict. 

ie also proposed a legal 
‘ C M 6W Yort**^ I° r elections to be 
. ' , under a neutral caretak- 

'3^ frees. ovemment to be headed 
\fpi -'Ksufcnt Abdur Rahman 
«ho belongs to the 

• •?*!•, nmiig Bangladesh Nationalist 

• 7 (BNP). 

. ; irwe-tried, but we have no 

• -nr. cc but to resign to uphold 
Tu^wcracy ana people's 

. Mbs. Wajed told sup- 


porters of her Awami League, 
before leading her MPs to the 
tightly guarded parliament 
house. 

There was no immediate 
.comment from the govern- 
ment. 

Opposition MPs from 
other groups slowly con- 
verged on parliament, but 
speaker Sheikh Razzak Ali 
had not arrived late Wednes- 
day to accept their resigna- 
tion letters. 

Supporters cheered the 
legislators as they entered the 
parliament house, guarded 
by several hundred armed 
police and para-military 
troops, and a police officer 
said his men had “strict 


orders” not to allow any- 
body, including journalists, 
into the building. 

Last-minute attempts at a 
compromise over the oppos- 
ition’s demand fora cOnstifii- 
tioiial amendmerif ~so future 
elections could be held under 
a neutral caretaker govern- 
ment failed. 

Despite pressure on both 
sides from influential lobby 
groups to reach an agree- 
ment, the last minute talks 
failed over differences over a 
joint declaration, the time 
when Prime Minister 
Khaleda Zia would step 
down and the wording of a 
statement, sources said. 

The opposition want the 


government to announce 
Mrs. Zia’s resignation first. 

A smiting Mis. Wajed said 
after the announcement that 

. . pajgn is. For the peppte... now 
it is a one-point campaign jo 
oukt the ' pverWm.” 

She said that under the 
legal framework proposed by 
the opposition Mr. Zia would 
resign and parliament would 
be dissolved ahead of fresh 
elections. 

The president would 
appoint a serving or retired 
Supreme Court judges as an 
interim prime minister, who 
would not contest the polls, 
but would form a cabinet of 
non-partisan members. 


Burundi president says crisis over as Christmas gift 
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lUiBURA (R) — 
president has said 
1 aver the election of a 
parliament speaker has 
resolved in a Christmas 
11 ^ to bis people without a 
; .wda-styie bloodbath. 

* K 'rcsklem Sylvestre Ntiban- 
pnya, speaking on televi- 
i Tuesday night, said 
&er Jean Minani would 
Pitched to another job 
, r a campaign against him 
• leaders of the country’s 
: -- ority Tatsis. 

& l 5 ® govenunent, political 
n.5 *s and mediators from 
." United Nations and the 
, ...ur- amsation of African Uni- 
...x! to meet Wednesday 
T>.« Fbrundi capital Bu- 
— .*& discuss the next 
. ji 15 in clearing up the 
, , ;,ci 'tb-long ethnic row over 


Mr. Minani’s election. 

The mainly Tutsi opposi- 
tion UPRONA (Union for 
National Progress) party said 
its five coalition government 
ministers who had threatened 
to resign would attend the 
talks. 

UPRONA President 
Charles Mukasi said they 
were responding to an invita- 
tion from Prime Minister 
Anatole Kanyenkiko, a UP- 
RONA member from Burun- 
di’s Tutsi minority, who 
broke with the party lead- 
ership’s call and refused to 
quit the government. 

Speaking in a debate on 
state- run television, Mr. Nti- 
bantunganva said Mr. Minani 
“would be assigned other 
duties” and the move was the 


Christmas gift he had prom- 
ised the people of Burundi. 

Mr. Ntibantunganya said 
the crisis was an artificial one 
but in Burundi there was a 
struggle between the forces 
of war and the forces of 
peace, so it was necessary to 
take rime to solve it. 

Trouble started when the 
mainly Hutu majority Burun- 
di Front For Democracy 
(FRODEBU), which domin- 
ates the government, elected 
Mr. Minani as president of 
the National Assembly on 
Dec. 1. 

UPRONA said Mr. Minani 
was unacceptable, accusing 
him of inciting Hutus to kill 
Tutsis last year. 

Burundi’s Tutsi-dominated 
army is strictly enforcing a 
night curfew in Bujumbura, 


imposed last week after some 
30 people died in tit-for-tat 
ethnic killings fuelled by the 
row. 

Diplomats in the city said 
life had largely re turned to 
normal but ethnic tensions 
still ran high in northern dis- 
tricts. 

Burundi, with the same 
ethnic make-up as neighbour- 
ing Rwanda, has been in tur- 
moil since the country’s first 
democratically elected presi- 
dent, a Hutu, was assassin- 
ated by Tutsi soldiers last 
year. 

But so far it has avoided 
the genoddai scale of killings 
in Rwanda between April 
and July when up to one 
million Tutsis and their Hutu 
allies were butchered. 
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tdia’s Congress seeks ‘human face for reforms 
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* DELHI (AFP) — Indi- 
Congress (I) Party 

■ 1k enngwith its economic 
^.to. make them more 
Ictiye.to voters, but its 
; ntial .commitment to 
Ealisation remains un- 
‘to-inalysts here say. 
^.Minister P.V. Nara- 
J 4 Raq’s increasingly de- 
the Congress are 
jnding a “human face” 
p years of free- 
reforms, saying they 
! fedetl to benefit the 
^ -of. poor. 

3e .government, while 
•rating^tis commitment to 
the Indian eco- 
y, is promising to give its 
a , populist touch as 
^ou.nltry heads towards 
V*r round of crucial state 
aon^uv February. 

“ scitil-searching about 
«oi^ was prompted by 
^Src&xlefeai at the polls 
moi if|}Ljin two key states 
^j^epposition dangled 
an alternative to 
which experts 
.“3ve led to inflation, 
leaders are wor- 


ried by the continuing lack of 
nationwide consensus on the 
reforms, which were started 
hv Mr. Rao after he took 
office in June 1991 and 
sought to bury- four decades 
of closed-market policies. 

The liberalisation returned 
to centre-stage after Mr. 
Rao’s main rival in the Con- 
cress. Aijun Singh, qu« the 
cabinet Saturday and lashed 
out at. among other things, 
the reforms. 

Ariun Singh, in his resigna- 
tion letter to Mr. Ra°. said 
the opposition had managed 
to convince voters that their 
cares, anxieties and concerns 

Snot fall within the purview 

of the objectives to be 
achieved by the reforms. 

He quickly added — 

S&FisH 


over the reforms. 

“The recent verdict is most 
certainly not against reforms 
but against (the) govern- 
ment’s failure to deliver 
goods and ensure a reason- 
able standard of living.” said 
Ishar Ahluwalia of the Cen- 
tre of Policy Research, a 
think-tank. 

Utsa Patnaik, an econom- 
ist, disagreed. 

“It was a vote against cor- 
ruption and a vote against the 
new policies of the govern- 
ment,” she said, blaming the 
withdrawal of subsidies on 
food items as the main reason 
for the sharp voter swing 
against the Congress. 

The wide-ranging econo- 
mic reforms have boosted ex- 
ports and imports, and gener- 
ated unprecedented business 
in stock markets. But they 
have also led to an all-round 
price rise, particularly of 
basic foodgrains. 

“Thus income and wealth 
disparities have grown in the 
last four yeais," said eco- 
nomist Arun Kumar. “This 
growing income differential is 


built into the new economic 
policy and (affected the 
polls).” 

The Congress, which faces 
a strong challenge in the 
February ballot, and the gov- 
ernment are predictably wor- 
ried. 

Commerce Minister Pra- 
nab Mukherjee said Monday 
there was no question of the 
government changing tack on 
economic reforms, but said it 
will ensure they “are im- 
plemented with a human 
face." 

• Congress leaders say the 
party will go for a vote- 
catching populist programme 
in the five states whidi go to 
the polls, which are being 
seen as the final rehearsal for 
parliamentary elections due 
in mid-1996. 

The Statesman newspaper 
said New Delhi may drop 
plans to further reduce sub- 
sidies in the annual budget to 
be unveiled in February in a 
desperate bid to win back the 
support of the mass of poor 

and farmers. 


U.N. commander Rose tries 
to defuse fighting in Biftac 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
Tbe U.N. peacekeeping com- 
mander in Bosnia visited the 
enclave of Bihac Wednesday 
in a bid to halt fighting which 
threatens the country’s latest 
ceasefire. 

Lieutenant-General Sir 
Michael Rose flew to Bihac 
by helicopter from the Croa- 
tian port of Split, in his 
second attempt to enter the 
northwestern enclave after 
being blocked by Croatian 
Serbs surrounding the pocket 
earlier this month. 

Bosnia's Muslim-led gov- 
ernment has threatened to 
break the ceasefire if its 
troops continue to come 
under fire from Serb forces or 
their allies, rebel Muslim 
troops loyal to local business- 
man Fikret Abdic. 

“General Rose is visiting 
Bihac pocket in order to 
assess the situation first hand, 
where there continues to be 
some fighting in the north 
between Serbs from Croatia 
and forces loyal to Fikret 
Abdic on one hand and Bos- 
nian army troops on the 
other," said Thant Myint-U, 
a U.N. spokesman in Zagreb. 

“He travelled there to see 
what can be done to make 
Mr. Abdic agree to a cease- 
fire." 

Gen. Rose arrived at the 
U.N. base in Coralici 
Wednesday morning and was 
due to visit Bangladeshi 
peacekeepers and hold talks 
with General Arif Dudako- 
vic, the commander of tbe 
government 5th Corps de- 
fending Bihac enclave, as 
well as Mr. Abdic. 

Mr. Thant said the United 
Nations wanted Croatian 
Serb troops from the self- 
declared “Republic of Serb 
Krajina” (RSK) to withdraw 


from the enclave and halt 
military operations support- 
ing Mr. Abdic’s troops. 

“Hopefully, the RSK will 
make good on their repeated 
promises to cease all their 
activities in Bihac pocket,” 
he said. 

The situation remained 
tense in the pocket, with 
sporadic fighting reported 
near Bihac town and in the 
north of enclave, where 39 
shells or mortar bombs land- 
ed southwest of Velika Kla- 
dusa, the United Nations 
said. 

The Bihac fighting has 
jeopardised the ceasefire, 
which was signed by the Bos- 
nian government in Sarajevo 
and Bosnian Serb leaders but 
not by Croatian Serbs and 
rebel Muslims, who have 
gained the upper hand in the 
enclave, capturing Velika 
Kladusa earlier this month. 

The seven-day ceasefire, 
brokered by former U.S. 
President Jimmy Carter, is 
designed to pave the way for 
a more extensive four-month 
truce and a resumption of 
peace talks. It has slowed 
fighting across the country 
since it began Saturday. 

Mr. Thant said tbe U.N. 
was making progress in talks 
on the proposed cessation of 
hostilities, under which 
peacekeeping troops would 
be deployed between tbe two 
armies. 

U.N. officials expect the 
Serbs and the Muslim-led 
government to reach agree- 
ment on tbe four-month truce 
by or dose to the planned 
deadline of Jan. 1, he said in 
Zagreb. 

“We hope that we will 
have the cessation of hostili- 
ties agreement within the first 


few days in January," Mr. 
Thanr said. 

Gen. Rose also planned to 
discuss securing regular supp- 
ly deliveries for some 1.200 
Bangladeshi U.N. troops 
who have been virtually cut 
off from the outside world 
due to a Serb blockade. 

The U.N. wants to with- 
draw 400 peacekeepers from 
Bihac because of Serb ob- 
struction of supply convoys 
but Croatian Serb authorities 
have blocked the withdrawal. 

“The main focus is to se- 
cure regular supplies to our 
troops, rather than pulling 
them out,” Mr. Thant said. 

In the Bosnian capital 
Sarajevo, the ceasefire has 
been holding for the most 
part but a suspected Serb 
sniper wounded a 61 -year-old 
woman in the leg Tuesday. 
“We condemn in the 
strongest possible way this 
attack on a civilian,” Mr. 
Thant said. 

Meanwhile Croatian Presi- 
dent Franjo Tudjman has 
made an unprecedented 
foray into Croatian territory 
held by separa ist Serbs and 
placed under U.N. protection 
since the middle of 1991. 

Taking advantage of a 
Dec. 2 accord between Zag- 
reb authorities and the self- 
proclaimed Serb Republic of 
Krajina on Dec. 2, Mr. Tudj- 
man travelled Tuesday to the 
Slavonia region in eastern 
Croatia along portions of a 
highway — between Okucani 
and Nova Gradiska — cur- 
rently in rebel Serb hands. 

The road was finally 
opened to civilian traffic on 
Dec. 21. Croatian Serbs con- 
trol about a quarter of the 
country and in December 
1991 proclaimed the “Serb 


Republic of Krajina (RSK)." 

The closure of the 
Okucani-Nova Gradiska seg- 
ment of the highway, which 
used ro link Zagreb with the 
Serbian capital Belgrade, had 
forced motorists heading for 
eastern Croatia to use secon- 
dary roads, adding 150 
kilometres to the journey. 

Speaking Tuesday in Slo- 
vonski Brod, haitway be- 
tween Zagreb and Belgrade. 
Mr. Tudjman pledged that 
rail links between Siavonski 
Brod and 21agreb and be- 
tween the Croatian capital 
and the Adriatic port of Split 
would also be restored. 

The December agreement 
between Zagreb and the 
Croatian Serbs also calls for 
the establishment of com- 
munication connections as 
well as water and electricity 
services between the two en- 
tities. 

“All the Croatian regions 
(under Serb control) will be 
liberated," Mr. Tudjman de- 
clared. but he added that his 
government backed “a poli- 
tical settlement” to the con- 
flict. 

He promised that the civil 
rights of Serbs living under 
Croatian rule would be re- 
spected. 

But he warned that if Croa- 
tian Serbs “do not accept a 
peaceful settlement, it would 
be better if they left 
Croatia.” 

Mr. Tudjman reasserted 
his readiness to normalise re- 
lations with the Serbian Re- 
public in Belgrade “on con- 
dition itat Serbia and Yugos- 
lavia (now consisting of only 
Serbia and Montenegro) rec- 
ognise the internationally 
accepted borders of 
Croatia." 


Russian troops to mark sad New Year in Chechenya 


ON THE CHECHEN BOR- 
DER, Russia (R) — Russian 
troops sent to quell separatist 
rebels in Chechenya are pre- 
paring to celebrate a sad New 
Year in the trenches, with 
little hope of a quick end to 
their unpopular military op- 
eration. 

- - “We’re ’just feeding fleas - 
sfrere , ■ without even: beingtold 
‘ WEat we are here for arid 
what is to come next," an 
Interior Ministry forces 


sergeant said Wednesday as 
fellow-servicemen decorated 
a New Year fir tree, deli- 
vered by armoured personnel 
carrier. 

His battalion, whidi has 
been dispatched to the rebel 
region with thousands of 

other ftoops, is waiting on sim pi e joys c : the. New Year 
th-e b or d e r b ctween tiie. Russian altema- 

Oiechenya.and topther Christmas fes- 

sian ethnic republic, Ingushe- 
-fra, some 50^ kilometres from 

the Chechen capital Grozny. “Come and spend New 


“This is a really sad New 
Year for me.” the sergeant, 
who identified himself as 
Alexander, told Reuters. 

The battalion's comman- 
der, Vladimir Ivanovich, said 
he was trying to ensure his 
men bad at least a few of the 


Year’s Eve with us," he said, 
standing in an open field co- 
vered with trenches and dug- 
in armoured vehicles. “We 
will have a real New Year 
tree and champagne.” 
Soldiers all around were 
busy decorating fir trees deli- 
vered from the nearby forest. 
One tree, pear a tank, was 
topped with a festive five- 
point star. This had been 
hewn out of a used catridge 
box with an axe. 
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Blame it on others? 

THE EGYPTIAN president, Hosni Mubar- 
ak, was quoted yesterday as telling a Kuwaiti 
newspaper that Jordan “reneged” on an 
agreement it had with Syria to “sign peace 
with Israel at the same time.” The Egyptian 
leader said that Jordan’s peace with Israel 
“stirred Syrian reservations.” 

The charges made by Mr. Mubarak are 
serious since Syria itself has so far said 
nothing to this effect Nor was any such 
agreement reported by any source. 

Jordan has always sought and is still 
seeking a comprehensive peace because the 
Kingdom believes that for peace to hold and 
last it has to be concluded between Israel and 
all the Arab parties concerned. 

Right from the beginning of the Madrid 
peace process in October 1991, Jordan 
sought in vain to ensure a minimum level of 
Arab coordination in order to ensure a better 
deal for the Arab side. That effort has failed, 
though, through no fault of the Jordanian 
side. While Jordan chose to play in tandem 
with the other parties it at times found itself 
left behind, especially with the Oslo break- 
through on the Palestinian track. 

Not only that. Jordan was pressed by both 
its Arab brothers and the West. And Jordan 
pleaded with its Arab brethren, especially 
Egypt and Syria, to work for the lifting of the 
blockade against os by their friends in the 
Arab World and elsewhere. Furthermore 
Jordan wanted to see, and at a certain stage 
sensed, real progress on the Syrian-Lebanese 
track with Israel. We find it therefore odd to 
hear these remarks at this time when Jordan 
is seeking to mend Arab differences and 
bring Arabs back together. 

What in fact makes the position of each 
individual Arab state so vulnerable is the fact 
that the Arabs are divided. And unless a 
genuine effort is made to end this division 
and regain a minimum Arab consensus on 
national issues, the Arabs will continue to be 
weak. Perhaps the meeting between Presi- 
dent Mubarak, King Fahd of Saudi Arabia 
and President Hafez A1 Assad of Syria in 
Alexandria would lead to a fresh initiative to 
mend fences in the Arab World by pressing 
the need to hold an Arab summit. 

Egypt, traditionally the leader of the Arab 
World, could play a positive role in this 
effort. The psychological effects of the Gulf 
war and peace treaties with Israel can only 
be mitigated by a genuine drive at recond 
turn. Only a united nation can have a 
deal on both the regional and internal! 
levels. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE COMING year is expected to witness confrontation 
between Iran and the United States, claimed a writer in A1 
Da stour Wednesday. Mohammad Kawash said that 
Washington was expected in the new year to open two 
fronts against Tehran: one internal and the other external. 
He said that on the domestic front Washington was 
expected to set one group against the other in order to 
weaken the regime which Washington is accusing of aiding 
the Islamist revolutionaries in different parts of the world. 
The writer said that on the external front Washington was 
expected to drum up the question of Iran’s occupation of 
the three islands that belong to the United Arab Emirates. 
According to the writer, the United States is worried about 
the oil rich Gulf area and concerned over Iran’s current 
moves to spread its domination and influence in that 
strategic area, bearing in mind the recent Shiite-backed 
disturbances that erupted in Bahrain. The writer said that 
there is no doubt that the coming year would witness 
confrontation which he said will be for the sole purpose of 
serving the interests of the United States and Israel alone 
within a plan designed to create a new Middle Eastern 
order. 

A COLUMNIST in AJ Ra’I Wednesday discussed the 
current contacts to form a new government capable of 
dealing with the rapid developments at the domestic and 
regional levels. We hope that the prime minister will this 
time be more fortunate and wiser in selecting the team that 
would help him carry on rhe task ahead, said Sultan A1 
Hattab. The writer said it seems that the prime minister this 
time is not in a hurry to pur together a cabinet and be is 
taking time to think over every single move. Perhaps the 
prime minister is contemplating involving parliamentary 
blocs in his coming government in a bid to reduce the 
opposition effect on the one hand and to ensure smooth 
and rapid passage of draft laws rhat are required to cater to 
the requirements of the coming era, said the wrirer. He said 
that Jordan is in need of a government reflecting all shades 
of the political spectrum in the country and truly reflecting 
the political pluralism which the Kingdom has embraced 
with the advent of democracy. The writer said he hoped the 
prime minister would this time sel^ a group of persons 
who truly believe in national- unity. - 


The View from Academia 


Sv Dr. AfctBMi Y. 


For whom the bell tolls: teachers and the school 


THE RECENT decree by the Mmisory o; Education 

requesting teachers to stay at 

school day triggers in my mind a fc ^oughts 

decree itself and regarding the teacher s role »- fife 

^T^ecJerision (which, by the way. U not new: *hai « new 
is its enforcement) requests teachers to be at the 
premises from the time “the first bdi i 
k.m.) til! the time “the last bell rings (on some da vs. wfcrn 
there is a sixth class only, at approximately 1:10 7 m.. and 
on other days, when there is a seventh daw. a: around 

2:0°). 

Formerly, teachers showed up 7:45 a.m.. wi:r some 
exceptions here and there. The exceptions winded, 
primarily, those teachers who did not have a 6m or xxood 
lesson, those who had pressing reasons for not shewing up 
on tune (sickness, urgent tasks and missions o: sorts, 
unavaoidable delays, etc.), and those who made -special 
arrangements with schoolmasters. As for the nme of 
leaving school, it varied somewhat. When teaches nad a 
sixth or seventh class, they left at 1:10 p.m. or £0U P-m.. 
respectively. On those day* when they finished earlier -siy 
at the end of the third, fourth or fifth Icsson-rhey were 
technically free to leave. Most, however. Oidj not cave 
except at the end of the fifth lesson, around L-Sh, the. was 
almost a binding role for the vast majority of leacftcrv 
Again, there were some exceptions here: those who had 
legtimate and pressing reasons of sons and those who rr^de 
“special” arrangements with schoolmasters. 

This has basically been the picture up until the reccru 
decree. I have spoken with several teasers about the 
decree, with the aim of assessing their viewpoints, and i 
have found out that they all object to it. Naturally, some c. 
the reasons they give are plausible, common-senjica. . 
perceptive and persuasive. Others are not. On the whole, 
however, I believe that they have a case. 

The following points need to be taken into account when 
thinking about the wisdom and value of the decision: 

I. The rime factor. Some people are under the impress’ 
ion (a false impression no doubt} that the minute a teacher 
finishes his/her last lesson, he/she can leave any time they 
wish. This is not true, for as I have just mentioned, teachet* 
do not leave (except when they obtain a permission! before 
the end of the fifth lesson. This is one thing. Another 
important thing to keep in mind here is that the amount of 
time in question (whicn the decree is attempting to have a 
grip on) ranges merely from one to one and a half hours 


{from 4 k cr&J ot the fifth period to that of the sixth or 
4 *rvert*b3. and not a wboic wortiftg <fey-4S ww may fata*. 
Let's keep toil a snad 

2- The rationale bchrod the dedgfem. It * not dear to the 
minds ot acacbcm (and the ottods <rf observers interested in 
the welfare of ahatww n the Kingdom) why the ministry 
has opted fir* cu g b r aag the dhemnn at this particular 
nxaaem fa hesofy . As fa tire cure of many derisions of this 
son, to* tndwn tore net been consulted. Arc not they 
fundamental pmexparca u the educational process!* 
Forget toat- TOs fa perhaps too democratic for us yet. Bui 
ought act they be in formed or cnhgbtened fa minute detail 
about the virtue* of tire d entice** This ban not happened. I 
have asked many it ea then about the exact wording of the 
decree and about the reason* erfed by the mutuary for the 
enforcement They do not know They ought to know, of 
cootk; drey ought id find onfc. Admittedly, this is a mistake 
oasbexr pm. Bot oogbz not the ministry to go oot of its way 
to expfara and pmS fy Ant is, if their are explanations and 
jusrificxtiotxs m the tint place- Are then:? *Tn the general 
fascroa of die school." Ac general interest of education 

and tire to etoT and score ocher such statements are too 
vagoc to stoke s en s e . One warns specific reasons. 

In the absence of coh e re ntly formulated. eloquently and 
d ft xti w rfy phrased jN M Ofcaooitt. one is fnre to ctmjcc- 
nzre and guess. If the reason behind tire decision is to have 
control over and prevent, the frequent violations of the 
working day 0 have heard so me th in g to this effect), such 
control sod sock prevention are better served through 
other means U is a had idea (sad tins is a phenomenon 
quite widespread at our public institutions) to attempt to 
tied widespread e x ce ptio nal caeca and minor violations 
ihrocgb a general i te owon or rendatkm involving every- 
body In wty opfao, tisa ts a form of wtwi may best be called 
’ admimsttauve tsspocftrocc-” If a schoolmaster allows bis 
’'bodies” Co leave earlier than other*, and if a teacher 
makes too marry excuses and gives too many protests for 
coming to school fare cad leaving early, seen headmaster 
and such teacher arc to be questioned and firmly asked to 
change ibetr befemoor. We should not be coy, afraid or 
-kind” and "gtoerous** fa dcafisg with violators and rule 
break ert 

If the reason is to equate teachers with other public 
servants and cmpfoyocs who work from &00-2:00 (and 1 
ha*t beard w ax thfa » this effect afro), the analogy does 
not apply . For one Bong, reaction come to school at no 
Utcx than 7 *0, fame w me eartfar. Soma fa fact give free 
extra fessons to srodena at 7:00. For another, when a 


public empknee 1c* vc* tire prenn^ at i*\*. boAti* faJ 
free; the work remains butnmS It* fai 

band, takes h* «uti with him. ful om.tafag 

to grade, essays to read, cu* 4 

But if the raiamak behind the rfrCMUn b w b yest 
schools, many of which are unuaUv dead 
teachers come to daunt then leavri. this n aa 
different matter. 

Ye*. our schools need bfc. need activities of *8 mta 
need public lecture* and seminar* id* tvtft fesenen m 
students, need real interaction within their yards and talk 
Aside from foroial fassoos. there n hardly wmfetq g«fa 
for most of the achvum are at best symbolic and mnnstf 
ft is a fact that students and teachers at the more profeMi 
schools and educational establishments t»n out wetayj# 
elsewhere in the world) learn, grow and develop 
levels 1 at these schools and cstablofiments The sad flww* 
that the vast majority of our schools and umvenfaejfh 
nor "irttfmHKHw" (in the positive sense), rather, they#) 
pnnvarily buildings, scats and textobooks Not much ctajt 
there. “School life"? "Campus ltfc" ,, Where « it? Wtfl 
want to see it materialise: *c all pray for it to come tnfe 

How can it be created? Definitely mn bv asking texfar 
to stay at school till the “Um bell rings," a "belT’ 
reductive Pavtovian and Skinnerian implications and ecu 
notations we all know. If wt want to have teachers spent 
ample time at schools (and not just an additional one w 
one and a half hours), we should think about what w« warn 
to have them do. One headmaster told me, and he was not 
joking: "If I keep all teachers at school, the quarrel* and 
fights among them will at leasr mpfe." Under the presets 
system of teaching (wc call it "education"), wtiieh u 
composed of nothing hut ctasso and classes and more 
classes, there is no time for activities: even if the teacher* 
stay at the premises and want to engage students in 
activities, no students wilt be available, for all of themdutve 
classes to attend. hp 

We want the ministry’ to coll the bell, and we want the 
teachers to obey. But what bell? It is the bell which heralds 
a new change', a restructuring of the school day. a 
fundamental reorganisation of the business we conduct at 
schools and the way we conduct it. We want a school day 
which conveniently and effectively allows students and 
teachers to interact, to engage in fruitful and meaningful 
activities inside and outside the classroom . and to embark 
00 the road of real education. And we want decrees and 
decisions which really work, rather than those which look 
good on paper. 


Access denied 


By Abdallah Hatanaf 

HIS MAJESTY King Hus- 
sein, during his meeting 
with leading Jordanian 
journalists Monday, urged 
the press to be more accu- 
rate and credible in its re- 
porting and to endeavour to 
portray a fair picture of the 
situation in the country. 

.One columnist preacai ax. 
the meeting complained 
that information available 
to journalist and writers 
was so meagre that it made 
any accurare reporting or 
editorialising very difficult. 
This journalist accused 
government officials of 
holding back information. 

Minister of Information 
Jawad Anaxri countered by 
saying that it was not true 
the government would not 
give out information and 
that he made himself avail- 
able to journalists at all 
times. 

It so happens that both 
the journalist and the minis- 
ter were right. How? 

Dr. Anani is a strong 
advocate of an open in- 
formation system. He al- 


ways talked, sometimes 
even about very sensitive 
issues, and that, at least on 
one or two ocxswom, land- 
ed him in trouble. Yet, oat 
all ministers or g o vernment 
officials talk to the press; 
and if and when they do. k 
is dooe mostly on off-the- 
record basis, rht* is basical- 
ly the result of our ocntrel- 
ived g ov e rn m ent system, 
despite all' of Dr. Abdul 
Salim Majali’s efforts to 
the contrary. 

Ministers and head* of 
government departments, 
being accustomed to long 
membership in the 
bureaucracy and entren- 
ched in the system they 
serve, are fearful they 
might, if they talk, say the 
wrong firing. 

The maner is even more 
serious than this. There is 
apparently a doctrine, held 
by most officials and civil 
servants, that the press has 
sinister aims and should not 
be given any information. 

One example is a story 
we, here at the Jordan 
Times, have been trying for 
the past days to write ab- 
out the car market in view 


of the recent docaion by the 
government to lower cus- 
toms duty on can One 
pfaoc of infarraac&au we 
needed for oar v&ck *» 
the number of an that 
were h c c oacd over toe past 
three yean. One might 
think tin* wart easy auner. 
It n pot When our reporter 
approached the Depart- 
ment of licencing the was 
fold to cofae back with c 
facer from the newspaper 
and addreat it to toe depart- 
mens rcqaesungtoc release 
of information. Thttwedfa. 
Bet when toe reporter took 
the letter 10 toe depart- 
ment. toe was uM the fat- 
ter should have been 
addressed to the Public 
Security Department 
which, in turn, would for- 
ward it 10 the Licencing 
Department. TO* we did 
again. 

We only ask: "Docs 
obtaining tins piece of in- 
formation require all this 
hassle?" 

We do not think so. 

instead of calling' for 
more airbs on toe peed for 
bong inaccurate, more in- 
formation should be made 


writable to journalists to 
caabfa them to do thetr job. 

What b needed is a free- 
dom of information am that 
would make aB data and alt 
government bwfacss pub- 
5c. except for information 
fabeUed secret. TOs secret 
information should be de- 
fined and hmued to what *s 
only damaging to national 
zntcnssl. 

Mil tfSyil Highnew 
Crown Prince Hassan has 
bees campaigning for yean 
for toe availability and use 
of information and dan. 
and for the esta bl ishm e nt of 
a national information cen- 
tre. The Crown Prince, and 
enlightened people every- 
where know that toe more 
information is made avail- 
able to the people the more 
efficient the society becom- 
es. Otherwise aD talk about 
change will be meaningless. 
Change can only come ab- 
out by a change fa attitude, 
and attitudes change only if 
they become more edu- 
cated. 

The writer is Managing Edi- 
tor of the Jordan Times . 



ij ack casts shadow over 
Franco- Algerian ties 


By Barnard Edinger 

Renter 

PARIS — France’s deep 
ties with Algeria have been 
strained by a row over the 
handling of the Air France 
hyack and French fears of 
being studied into Algeria’s 
ferocious civil conflict. 

“The new Algerian war 

has exploded onto the 
French scene,” said Ben- 
jamin Stora, a leading 
French historian of the 
troubled, often bloody, ties 
between two countries set 
fhee to face across the 
Mediterranean Sea. 

“French politicians are 
going to have to make some 1 
hard choices about future 
ties with Algeria because 
the problem is not going to 
go away,” Mr. Stora told 
Renters on Tuesday. 

He echoed officials who 
warned that French com- 
mandos’ successful storm- 
ing of the plane hijacked in 
Algeria by fundamentalist 
gunmen was unlikely to end 
attacks by such determined 
groups as the radical armed 
Islamic group (GIA). 

The Mrbour hijacking, 
which ended in Marseille 
with toe lalting of all four 
GIA guerrillas, would not 
necessarily be interpreted 
as a final defeat by toe 
group’s leaden, who have 
rarely enjoyed such interua- 


tional attention fa the past. 

“It’s only a temporary 
setback for the kind of ter- 
rorist act that feeds on pub- 
licity," said Mr. Stora. 

X£ss thaw 24 hours after 
the end of the hijack dra- 
ma, three French and one 
Belgian priest were mur- 
dered in northern Algeria. 

Commentators said 
waves of hijackinss in the 
Middle East shewed there 
were always endless reser- 
v P“s of desperate fanati- 
cised youths ready to be- 
come martyrs for a cause. 

The GIA and the coro- 
pamon Islamic Salvation 
Root (FIS) want to over- 
throw Algeria’s non-elected 
mibtary government and 
place the country under 
Sharia law. 

They say France gives 
Amena military backing 
Jid tocy have killed 22 
hrench nationals so far fa 
Algeria itself. 

■ j “ homfied at the 

idea of an Islamic regime an 
j£uris away across 
toe Mediterranean but rcla- 
JKJK With Algeria’s current 
n “® rs are not easy either. 

France ruled Algeria as a 

<ml Y after a bloody 
scare on Algerian sode- 

M 5 *™ is rampant on 


both sides. In the aftermath 
of the hijack, French offi- 
cial* began relating bow 
they argued with their 
Algerian counterparts ab- 
out bow to end it. 

Algeria rejected the ase 
of French police on its sod. 
and toe French fe are d that 
Algerian special forc es , 
who expect no quarter from 
the fundamentalists and 
offer them none, would 
cause a massacre if they 
stormed the plane in 


.to 20,000 people may 
have died fa Algeria since 
strife began fa 1992 with the 
ca nc el lation of elections, 
win* the FIS was poised to 


French officials were at 
paias after toe hi jacking to 
distance tommetves team 
the Algerian government. 
“ft*** 06 ’ 3 economic aid is 
tothe Algerian people, not 
side or another/* 
sad F oreign Minister Atafa 
Joppe. 

Mr. Juppe said Paris 
* * n *. c < * democracy in 

Algeria and recalled 

«>Sg pressed military 
Wfontie* to seek dialogue 
moderate foroa in toe 

Stora said it was 
to believe there was 
on the political 
between toe miHt - 
the Mustito extrem- 


ists. "There are political 
parties including the 
National liberation Front 
(FLN) which once ruled. 
They do still exist and we 
would be well-advised to 
seek ties with them.” be 
said. 

The hijack drama abo 
underfilled potential diffi- 
culties arising from the pre- 
sence fa France of an esti- 
mated five million Muslims, 
many of them of Algerian 
origin. 

Moat specialists agree the 
vast majority emigrated to 
France precisely to escape 
poverty and violence in 
their home countries and 
they seek to peacefully inte- 
grate into western society. 

But, with high unemploy- 
meat, many of the children 
of immigrants are finding 
all avenue* blocked to 
toon. Many rundown sub- 
orbs have become repticas 
™ American inner city 
ghettocs where crime and 
drugs are rampant. 

Interior Minister Charles 
"asqui has repeatedly 
? rarnc d that Muslim activ- 
are making inroads 
*uch youth*. 

To add to France's nigbt- 
, mares. French military 
Strategists warn that AJgc- 
«ientim have laun- 
a nuclear research 
programme that deeply 
WPme* pmfe, 1 


LETTERS 


Helping foreigners 
study in Jordan 


To the Editor: 


THE ARTICLE "Studcntt who need help are mwiy. bm 
hde* then?” by Enafah language ami btetature PhKccaor A I 
Matfatbch (Dec 1>U». Jordan Tunes) it widen wife toe 
Jordanian student m mmd However, the «rtfc-'o< das 
rendaded me of the one he wrote lor the June l-s mu 
Jordan Timer "Foreign national* an asset in language Mac 
TTw correction far me a that foreign nationals can be used t 
weak Jcntamao students with, at the very least, their Engjbfc 
00 one denies that nowadays good English skills art croc 
graduate* who sc** well paying job*)- 

In toe earlier article. Dr. Majdoubch emphasised I 
importance of helping foreign nanotuds to teach Engtiat 
second language. 2) that foreign oaboaals arc a potential « 
Jordanian schools (permanent rendems in particular, i 
opinion) J) the fact that students are usually more mocha 
learn a language from a native speaker. 

■Because native speakers of language may not necessarily 
the rcqvinrtl degree to teach, a question 1 wouW like to brii^ 
this letter concerns who will assist that same foreign ratio 
obtain his/her degree at a Jordanian university? 

To truly be an tract to Jordan's school system, native spe 
of languages (particutarty those of us who are bring pcrmai 
and frugally in Jordan) need to know that we haw oppomudi 
to help us receive an education and training in Jordan, if net 
The Jordanian “esubbshment” must provide foreign nab 
with incentives. In ihe long run, this will be the benefit of l 
Jordan Urn students. 

Wc foreigners cake seriously bow far a good education will 
making us move effective employees. Mary of us have 
pioneering fa Jordan for years (in my case, nearly 16 years] 
know the meaning of struggle. And we deeply appreciate a 
opportunity to help us increase our knowledge and intefle 
help others increase theirs, and to provide for our families 
ana through the means of rewarding career. 

1 know that 1 am not the only foreign national who m 
young and arrived in Jordan without a university degree. A« 
wonderful it would be to have an opportunity fa our horn 
native country 10 change that! 

The education administration fa Jordon could finana 
education of permanent resident native English (or other) a) 
era studying education, English as a second language liter! 
etc. for those who agree to repay this opportunity upon grads 
by. let's »y. teaching English for four yean in one or 
Jordanian schools. 

Companies could make scholarships, loans and grade avai 
to foreign nationals who are permanent citizens of Jordan and 
had gpod/cxoelteni high school grades (I graduated in the upp 
per cent of my senior class, for example). Financial aid enu 
necessary, be repaid by the graduate, especially fa needed fi 
by agreeing to work for the company for (our years at a rug 
salary, if need be, or some other incentive. ’ ** 

Universities and English departments could set up financ * 
finds. Each student wishing 10 be a member would be » .t 
contribute a one-time JD 50 fee (for example). An aw 
committee would be fa charge of distributing the mime* 
students according 10 need. If an English department had su 
fund available to all English students the native English-vpe* 
student would then have an equal opportunity to ask for Una 
assistance. 

With such incentives, universities in Jordan would xi 
produce foreign rational teachers who can teach. 

But some university subjects arc only taught in Arabic, whi 
an obstacle to obtaining a degree for many foreign nano 
Passing an Arabic language exam, sooner or later, is essemi 
being awarded a degree at most of Jordun's colleges, 
universities. This is another hurdle tor rhe foreign nanmt 
Struggle and tty to pass successfully. 

Some specialised colleges only teach in the Arabic languag 
an English-speaking foreign national is interested in attomlM 
two-year collect of library science, for example, this beew 
impassible without fluency in Arabic 

More allowances and provisions should be made for fun 
nationals who are permanent residents fa Jordan. Tha Ai 
American Univereuy Graduates (AAUC) not long ago oigam 
a nip to Jordan. If something on the* scale is made possible b> - 
tor Arab- A me nows, surely someone can organise n group cal 
something like ihe American Attending University fajM* 
IAAUJ)! Untit someone does that, out of frustration 1 n 
organise a group of one called the American W idling fo Anra 
University in Jordan \ AWAlU) 

Mrs. Les Marfa Rash Zalto 11 
Amman, 


The Jordan Times welcomes letter* and contributions & 
its readers on any subject thev wish to tackle. U" 
intended for publication, howrvrr, dnHihJ contain 
writer's full name and prefers Mv ddtfrtNs a$ well. 
can be withheld only upon request and water fri 
arcum$WKts+ Letters art subject to editing. TTh? fffrWp 1 
er is not responsibfe for the return of unused maniwfif 
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King unveils Dragon secret: 
story of missile going awry 

His Majesty King Hussein , who Tuesday left for 
■Austria to have a check up on his ears, revealed 
during this week s working luncheon which he hosted 
^journalists and columnists at Basman Palace that 
he had long ago suffered some damage to his left 

aU £ C !?£ hl t i [C5t _P nn £ an anti-tank Dragon missile 
which the Armed Forces had just acquired. " The 
soldier who was firing the missile missed twice so I 
took it upon myself to try,” the King told the 
attentive group of journalists. The exercise ruptured 
the eardrum because unfortunately the King had not 
taken the right precautions while firing. His Majesty 
confided in the journalists that he too missed, which 
probably upset him more than the injury to his ear. 
“The question of why we were missing the target 
plagued us all until we discovered the reason, ” the 
King said. ‘‘As it turned our we should not have been 
shooting in an area full of sand." 

ft ft ft ft ft 

DOCTORS’ ORDERS ARE NOT ALWAYS 
FOLLOWED: Sources close to the King disclosed 
that the damage to his ear could have been contained 
had His Majesty followed doctors' instructions. But 
the man does not rest, or he can have no rest when 
the doctors tell him be needs it,” one source said. 
“Doctors’ orders are nor easily followed by kings , 
and certainly not this King , ” the source said. “ Often 
after His Majesty was treated for the ear infection, 
something would happen forcing him to travel when 
he should not," added the source. The last time this 
happened was in April, when Her Majesty the Queen 
Mother passed away hardly a few days after the King 
had an operation on his ear in London and was 
advised not to fly for a period of rime afterwards. But 
this was one of life's tolls. 

yS • ft ft ft ft 

SOUND JUDGEMENT DESPITE EAR 

BLUES: Whate\ r er the damage to his ear, the King 
could not but take keen note of what he reads, sees 
and hears, in the press as well as in the broadcast 
media. At the luncheon, among other topics. King 
Hussein again, as he has done in past, called on the 
local television media to exercise sound judgement in 
news worthiness and trim down coverage of his own 
activities as well as those of the Royal Family. “We 
are part of the whole Jordanian family,” he said. 

“ Whatever activities we undertake are part of our 
duties. So there is no need to have them on television 
all the time.” At the same time, the King directed 
that Jordan Television and Radio Corporation 
make a serious reassessment' of the programmes it 
offers with an eye towards a conscious overhaul of 
what it puts on the air. Although the corporation had 
earlier reported that alterations in program- 
ming were in the offing, the order by the King was 
interpreted by some as a message to "fastforward” 
that process. With such an overhaul, viewers and 
listeners might one day participate in a media rating 
system to help producers decide just what it is the 
public is really interested in. 

ft ft ft ft ft 

DECADE-DLD CRYSTAL BALL: Since the 
start of the democratisation process in 1989, col- 
umnists have bad few qualms about letting people 
know what they think and their writings could 
resurface and provide insight into the development of 
their earlier views and convictions. Some veteran 
J.T. readers may recall that years ago, in the 
mid-eighties to be "precise", Marwan Muasher, 
Jordan's ambassador-designate to Israel. doubled as 


a J.T. columnist and university professor. With his 
imminent posting in mind, we searched our tiles at 
the paper and found a piece penned by Dr. Muasher 
which addressed what be then saw as a need for "a 
better understanding of Israel. ” Following are high - 
lights from the piece, which was written following a 
political squabble between Israel's then Prime Minis- 
ter Shimon Peres and Trade Minister Ariel Sharon under 
the National Unity Government that began in 
1984. The piece, which was by the way inexplicably 
never published in the J.T', highlights how our 
colleague and friend from Salt may have had an 
instinct that he would one day do exactly what be 
preached: “ A political feud between Prime Minister 
Peres and Trade Minister Sharon seriously 
threatened the governing coalition, and almost 
brought about the downfall of the National Unity 
Government. What I find of interest here is the 
treatment by our society of such events whenever 
they occur in Israeli society. We have a tendency to 
dismiss any Israeli social or political moves as ‘staged 
plays.' This (negative) image of both the Israeli 
individual and society is most understandable in our 
culture. In an era where the Arab, and more 
particularly the Palestinian , individual has been 
constantly subjected to Israeli injustice and arro- 
gance, it is difficult to draw any human image of 
anything related to the word Israeli. This fact, 
coupled with the physical isolation between Arab and 
Israeli societies over a considerable number of years, 
has led to an almost total ignorance of the Israeli 
mind and way of thinking. The idea we hold of 
Israelis is one we have largely formulated out of 
myth, regardless of what Israelis are truly like. If we 
are to think of counter wavs of dealing with Israel 
effectively, we have to acquire a thorough under- 
standing of the Israeli mind. We have to deal with 
this fact called Israel, and stop acting like we are 
dealing with a vacuum. That this has not so far 
happened has already caused us much harm. As the 
situation stands it is almost impossible to God any 
literature about Israel other than pure propaganda. 
There are no research centres where one could 
obtain information about the people who live across 
the river, and the ones responsible for one of our 
biggest problems. I suggest the formation of a 
research centre for Israeli studies, where information 
can be collected on all walks of Israeli life. Informa- 
tion and expertise from such a centre could be 
utilised on the highest levels in taking sounder 
decisions pertaining to our regional problems. ” Dr. 
Muasher’s words of nearly a decade ago leaves one 
wondering if he was not looking into a crystal ball 
back then, and more importantly perhaps , about how 
he would be utilising his tour of duty in Israel to do 
exactly what be himself had called for. 

ft ft Hr ft ft 

EXPLETIVES DELETED: 

the need for accurate information that the 
ambassador-designate was advocating was the topic 
of a recent war of written wojps between A1 Ra'i 
Arabic daily columnist Samir Hiyari and Director of 
Maan Government Hospital Tayseer Khreishan. 
Hiyari had blasted what be described as abominable 
conditions at the Maan Hospital in one of his 
columns , thus eliciting a scathing reply to the editor 
by Dr. Khreishan. The reply was reprinted in the 
space allotted to Hiyari’s column with an editors' 
note saying that "some dirty words that neither A1 
Ra'i nor its readers would tolerate" were omitted. 
Dr. Khreishan 's reply did little to counter Hiyari ‘s 
allegations, bur rather occupied signiGcant space 
highlighting the visits and donations of members of 
the Royal Family, ministers and other prominent 
officials to the hospital. In the end, it was a matter of 
Hiyari’s words against Dr. Khreishan ’s (expletives or 
no expletives) and vice-versa. Maybe this con- 
troversy will result in the formation of independent 
teams that would conduct unannounced check-ups on 


the country's health and other public service facilities 
to ensure that requirements and standards are being 
met and maintained. 

Hr Hr ft -Hr ft 

CHECK THE ‘EYEWITNESS’: Another AJ 
Ra’i reader, Ali A1 Halabi, the honorary consul of 
the Islamic Republic of Mauritania, took offense at a 
report in the newspaper and quickly wrote its editor 
in defence of the West African country he represents. 
Mr. Halabi said that the A1 Ra’i reporter quoted an 
“ eyewitness " as saying that more than 14,000 
Mauritanians, eager to' escape the poverty of their 
country,had applied for 500 jobs in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE). “What I want the eyewitness to 
know , ” wrote the consul, is that these Mauritanian 
citizens are leaving their own country to take up 
honourable work in another to improve their living 
conditions, and not to escape poverty. He said it was 
the responsibility of the chief editor to verify the 
words of such eyewitnesses, and that the " alleged ” 
eyewitnesses themselves should witness Mauritania's 
advances in democracy, political pluralism, freedom 
of the press and the establishment of constitutional 
institutions. Maybe AI Ra’i should send a team of 
investigators to Mauritania right away. 

ft ft ft ft ft 

JORDANIAN HITS BUNDESTAG ?: The 

desire to emigrate resulted in a signiGcant success 
story as was illustrated in a recent familial advertise- 
ment in Al Ra’i. The advertisement read: “Haj 
Ramadan Hammad and sons, Talal. Jamal, Jalal. and 
Dr. Kamal Grom Kafr Aaneh, congratulate their 
cousins Ali Hammad, Yousef Hammad , and Dr. 
Aref Hammad on the occasion of their brother Dr. 
Hi sham Hammad’s election to the German parlia- 
ment — the first time in the history of the German 
parliament that an immigrant has won a seat." 
Although we do not know whether the seat won by 
Dr. Hammad was indeed in the Bundestag (the 
advertisement did not say); if so he may stand a 
chance to be seated next to Dagmar Koehl, Miss 
Germany of 1977, who secured a parliamentary seat 
in the October elections for the Christian Social 
Union. 

ft ft ft ft ft 

CHANGE AT VOA: History will witness move- 
ment of another sort soon when Voice of America’s 
(VOA) Programme Centre Director Mohammad 
Ghuneim concludes more than a decade of duty in 
Jordan. Ghuneim, who said that he very much 
enjoyed his rather long assignment here, leaves for 
Washington, D.C. to become chief of the Arabic 
. brancb.oftbeVOAiJIeand his wife Ida , will reunify 
with their four adiilt cMldrcrl wh o are already, 
pursuing careers or completing their higher educa- 
tion in the U.S. 

ft ft ft ft ft 

OF MOVES AND MUSICAL CHAIRS: 

People move, but so do government offices. Keeping 
-track of the “ musical chairs ” of public facilities, the 
Amman Govemorate moved from Jabal Hussein to 
the former premises of the Interior Ministry at the 
Jamal Abdul Nasser Circle. Next week, the Criminal 
Court is expected to be moved to the same new 
premises of the govemorate. As was reported earlier, 
the Interior Ministry moved to new premises behind 
the Royal Cultural Centre, and the General Intelli- 
gence moved into a huge new complex located 
southwest of the King Hussein Medical Centre. But 
while Interior Minister Salameh Hammad brims with 
pride over having his new domain completed in 
record time, citizens have been overheard complain- 
ing that it was easier to just walk into the old offices 
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back at " Dawar Dakhiliyeh" and actually get to 
speak to an official. And at the landmark "mukha- 
barat" blue giant, the colourful Badia police have 
settled into their new head camp. Back on the job in 
the government sector in a not-so-new but still rather 
impressive building , after recovering from a car 
accident last week, is Minister of Agriculture Man- 
sour Ben Tarif. Dairy producers and poultry farmers 
must have shown Mr. Ben Tarif and his ministry 
some extra consideration daring a week that was 
marked by threats of strikes and conGicts over animal 
feed supplies. Still analysts say Mr. Ben Tarif will 
have time to rest because Karak Deputy Samir 
Habashneb is tipped for the minister’s seat in the 
next Cabinet. 

ft ft ft ft ft 

ANOTHER FIRST: Consideration was in the 
cards also for prominent lawyer Jamal Nasir who was 
decorated by Queen Beatrix of the Netherlands while 
she was on a state visit to Jordan this month. Dr. 
Nasir, who is the King’s altorr.v in London and legal 
advisor to and mem of the board of Royal 
Jordanian , the national air carrier, was awarded the: 
Commander in de Orde van Organ je-Nassau for his 
contribution and work in the Geldxtf aviation. We are 
-told that this is. the first time such a medal has been 
' awarded to an Arab on legal merit in aviation affairs. 
Dr. Nastr's legal portfolio includes working to 
resolve the controversy over allegations of discrepan- 
cies in RJ purchases of Airbus aircraft. 

ft ft ft ft ft 

A GRATEFUL TOURIST: Commendations 
were in order also for doctors at the Petra Polyclinic 
in Wadi Mousa who cared for British tourist Mrs. 
C.A. OhI when she suffered a severe asthma attack 
while visiting Petra. In a letter addressed to pur 
embassy in London, Mrs. Ohl said that "by chance, 
the wife of the Minister of Tourism was visiting Petra 
at the same time and her kindness and prompt action 
in getting me to the clinic were much appreciated. " 
Mrs. Ohl said she hopes to return to Jordan . "a 
country’ and a people to be proud of.” 

On that happy note, we wish our readers a safe, 
healthy and peaceful new year. 

Jennifer Hamameh 


Guardians Of Thought: Limits On 
Freedom Of Expression In Iran 

Middle East Watch, New York and Washington 
1993 

Iran is a land of paradoxes. It must be admitted by 
any objective observer that in some respects public 
debate is certainly freer there than in most other 
countries of the Middle East. 77iere is a diversity of 
opinions allowed, in the press as within the Majlis , m 
the Islamic Republic of Iran. 

Yet a closer look reveals that censorship is 
pervasive in Iran, in spite of ongoing Gvely debates, 
and the survival of a large book publishing sector 
which actually Bourished until two years ago, when 
the harsh economics of an industry dependent on 
imported paper and artificial currency rates caught 
up with it. 

Broadcasts on Iran's state TV ^wbusiyakey 
medium — are heavily controlled. 
and deadly dull, often gloomy in s P m *‘ 
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ment often resort to violence or bombings in “protest 
actions” to intimidate and effectively censor their 
opponents. 

In the academic Geld , purges of teaching staff and 
highly ideological criteria adopted for students’ 
access to universities — especially for young women 
— have done much to erode and lower educational 
standards. 

Laughter can be a weapon of the poor or power- 
less, and political jokes, as George Orwell once said, 
amount to “tiny revolutions. ” Certainly, all the 
evidence given here suggests that Iran’s clerical 
government not only lacks a sense of humour, but a 
proper sense of proportion too. The regime has 
punished severely those daring to use laughter to a 
political purpose. Naturally, cartoonists and writers 
utilising satire have suffered when they seem to show 
disrespect tor the cherished icons of Iran's regime. 
More than anything else, it is the image of Ayatollah 
Khomeini when used in a humourous context — even 
blurred in outline and frankly ambiguous, as when 
appearing in the folds of a dress-pattern in a women ’s 
magazine — which has roused the mullahs’ blind 
fury. 

Among the most sinister of the various tactics used 
to silence writers and artists in Iran are shrill 
campaigns of defamation. Some of Iran’s most 
talented film makers have been intimidated in this 
way. In a daring open letter, film maker Mohsen 
Makhmalbaf denounced the regime’s brutal “public 
persecution” of his films and of him personally, and 
went on to declare that the arguments used actually 
bad nothing to do with him. Instead, he claims, “ the 
fight is over nothing other than the struggles between 
the different factions who seeks power. ” 

Such cynicism about the regime’s motives tor 
persecuting writers and artists is very common in 
contemporary Iran. Middle East Watch makes many 
recommendations to encourage free and diverse 
expression of ideas there. Three key ones are (1) to 
open up state-owned radio and TV to non- 
government spokesmen, (2) to permit new indepen- 
dent radio and TV stations and (3) to allow the 
establishment and circulation of independent news- 
paper and political magazines. Unfortunately, these 
suggestions do not look likely to be taken tip — 
Middle East International. 

Anthony Hyman 


BOOK REVIEWS 


©an th(B BMSttss 

A Lebanon Defied: Musa Al Sadr And 
The Shi’a Community 

By Majed Halawi 

Westview Press, Oxford, England 1993 

Shiite “radicalism” became a hot topic in the early 
1980s , when an assortment of Islamic groups, most 
notably Hizbollah, embarked on a string of spectacu- 
lar suicide bombings and the taking of Western 
hostages in Lebanon. The movement — for want of a 
better word — attracted various labels , from “Islamic 
fundamentalism’' to “ terrorism ” and acquired a kind 
of glamourous notoriety, but it was never very clearly 
understood. 

Majed Halawi's book is, therefore, most timely in 
that it clarifies the formative events of Shiite history 
in Lebanon, as this severely disadvantaged commun- 
ity struggled to gain a political voice in the country’s 
complex confessional system. Beginning with the 
early split in Islam after the death of the Prophet 
Mohammad, Halawi goes on to explain the nature of 
the Shiite ideology of opposition to temporal political 
rule. 

His objective is to chart the career of Iranian-born 
cleric Musa Sadr, who was responsible tor rousing 
the “slumbering Shiites” of Lebanon and galvanising 
them into action. Imam Sadr's revolutionary Harakat 
AI-Mahrumin (Movement of the Disinherited) res- 
tored to the marginalised Shiite communities of 
southern Lebanon, the Beqaa Valley and the sprawl- 
ing slums of South Beirut sense of dignity and 
determination. 

When verbal persuasion failed, Sadr encouraged 
the Shiites to take up arms , and so the Amai militia 
came into being. Halawi’s story comes to an abrupt 
end, however, in 1978, when Sadr mysteriously 
disappeared during a visit to Libya. As for Amai , 


whatever the purity of its intentions, the movement 
rapidly degenerated into just another armed group. 
Its prolonged siege of the Palestinian refugee camps 
in the latter part of the 1980s was unparallelled even 
by the barbaric standards of the Lebanese civil war. 

The reasons tor Amal's move to greater violence 
are complex. While it may be understandable that a 
powerless group, unable to claim its fair share of the 
political pie, decides upon more militant tactics as the 
only feasible way forward, it can also be argued that 
these were ultimately counter-productive. They 
merely replaced the quest for a more just social order 
with a glorification of violence tor its own sake. Had 
Sadr not disappeared, of course, Amai may have 
followed a very different course. 

A number of conflicting opinions have been voiced 
about Musa Sadr. Some consider that be “betraved 
the very ideals which formed the symbolic and 
rhetorical core of the movement he initiated.” Hie 
majority of Shiites in South Lebanon, on the other 
hand, regard him with respect and affection. As far 
as they are concerned, he did more than anyone to 
improve their oppressed status and set theni on the 
road to greater participation in the Lebanese political 
system. But the imam’s greatest legacy r , as Halawi 
suggests, “ may be the hospitals, orphanages, schools 
and vocational institutes established under his initia- 
tive.” This book succeeds in shedding light on a 
hitherto murky area. In these days of sensationalising 
an amorphous "Islamic threat, " it is both refreshing 
and fascinating to discover more about the sfories 
behind the headlines. Halawi approaches the topic 
from two distinct perspectives: from the lofty vantage 
point of American political science, but also from his 
own reality as a Lebanese Shiite. "As the war in 
Lebanon progressed and America's encounter with 
terror intensified, ” he states. "I confronted the 
consolidation of a Manichean vision of us, the West, 
the altruistic and freedom-loving, versus them, the 
sinister, zealous and bloodthirsty. "It is, in many 
ways, a personal odyssey and the academic jargon 
occasionally sounds a tittle forced. On the whole , 
however, it is a competent piece of writing — Middle 
East International. 

Maria HeBt 
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Of cars and chips 


By Jman-Oaudm HZ as 

range how history repeats itself. Some of us still 
member, several /ears ago, the dramatic recall to 
e factory by a giant American car manufacturer of 
ousands of vehicles sold , after having discovered a 
■feet in the braking system. Even more recently , a 
nilar unfortune happened to a Japanese carmaker , 
oogh for a smaller batch of machines. 

Listening, a few days ago , to the news that Intel 
2 s admitted a defect in some of their latest Pentium 
icroprocessor models, brought back memories of 
ic above stories. Lite! is the world's most important 
ssigner, manufacturer and supplier of the heart and 
ram of Personal Computers (PC) — The microp- 
Kessor chip. From the 80286 , now out of produc- 
bnr'io the virtually obsolete 80386, and to the 
opular and fast 80486 c hip, Intel is literally driving 
he world of PCs. Their latest brainchild, die 80586 
r Pentinum as it is called, released one year ago, has 
aken the power of the machines to new heights, once 
gain. 

It is therefore no surprise that the announcement 
las shocked those who have already jumped on the 
Tandwagon and purchased a Pentium, or those who 
we planning to do so. The news is rather reassuring. 
4s with the cars example , A confirms the clear and 
trong commitment of trustworthy manufacturers to 
■heir clients. While in the case of a faulty car braking 
system, the consumer has all the rights to worry, this 
for understandable personal security reasons, the 
case of the Pentium is in no way as dramatic. 

The problem with some Pentiums — not all of the 
models — was a fault in the Floating Point Unit 
(FPU) operation. Simply put, the FPU is the part of 
the chip that handles advanced mathematical calcula- 
tions. The fault would cause the computer to freeze 
— stop from working. Even those who do not use 
complex mathematics would suffer for there are 
several type of programmes and applications that use 
the FPU, without the user’s apparent intervention. 
Games for instance and drawing software cannot 
work without FPU. 



Intel has decided to replace all the faulty chips, 
estimated at 2 million units, at their expense . 
including assisting the user in doing the replacement. 
One can easily imagine the expenditure involved in 
the operation. For Intel however the stakes are 
high er than a few million dollars. Although the world 
leader — by far — of PC microprocessors, Intel 
cannot ignore Cyrix and AMD , who have been trying 
to steal a slice of the pie. The two chip manufacturers 
have had some success in marketing their own 
versions of Intel-compatible CPUs (Central Proces- 
sing Unit — another name for the microprocessor) 
and mathematical co-processors. To maintain their 
superiority on the market Intel needs the users' 
absolute trust. 

The truth is that Intel and their users badly need 
each other. The first for obvious business reasons , 
the second to run with satisfactory speed all the new r 
power-hungry software that keeps pouring in form 
Microsoft and others. For the past 15 years or so. 
both software and chips manufacturers have played 
with their users a game that doesn 't seem to displease 
any of them. The first know that their products may 
have some weaknesses and let users discover and 
report them. The users accept the situation, as Jong 
as A leads to improved, faster products, and as long 
as the frequency and importance of those weaknesses 
remains within reasonably acceptable boundaries. 

Santa Qaus with plenty of new Pentium chips in 
bis boot is certainly the dream of all the millions of 
PC users worldwide. 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 

By Mohammad A. Shuqair 

CURIOUS SUPERSTITIONS 


r He who comes across a hunchback in the morning 
will have a good omen. If he touches his round 
rump, he will be much luckier. 

- A housewife who drops one of the utensils in the 
kitchen while arranging the cupboard may indicate 
the -arrival of an unexpected visitor. 

If it happens that she criss-crosses a knife with a 
forfr outside a plate this will bring about misery. 

ini (case she' isn't left-handed, it won't be much 
better to stir a drink in a cup using her left hand 
because this augurs that she may lose seven years 
from her life. 

A man who fastens a lion's skin belt round his waist 
is said to give courage to its wearer if he lacks it. 
He who eats the lion's flesh will recover Grom 
quartan fever (a disease that carches a patient for 
one day. leaves him two days and then comes back 
on the fourth day). 

If a lion's eye is placed under one’s armpit inside a 
small sock made of the lion's skin, one can get rid of 
animal fears. 

It had been observed that some lionesses in Africa 
fell in love with men! 

LET’S CHAT IN ARABIC 

- Don't lose your temper. La tanfa’d. 

- Don't make a mess of it. La to’akkid al-omoor. 

- Don Y give your mind to wha t he says. 

La to r irho ibtzmaman. 

- Don't monopolise the conversation. 

La tahtakir al-badhh . 

- Don’t interrupt me. La toqaati'oni. 

- Don't be narrow-minded. La takon day'yekal -aql. 

- Don't get on my nerves. Latothira'saabi. 

- Don't call him bad names. - - — Latasobbobu. 

- Don Y n urse hatred for anybody. 

La todmir soo’an le'ahad. 

- Don’t set them at odds. 

La tothir al-shiqaq baynahom. 

- Don't oversfep the mark. La tatajaawaz bodoodak. 

- Don’t care a pin. La taktaritb. 

- Don Y argue with me. La tojaadUni. 

- Don't rely on him. La ta’tanrid alay'be. 

- Don't run him down. La tahot min qadrihi. 

- Don’t fish in troubled water. 

La tastad fU-maa’il akir. 

INVITATION TO LAUGHTER 

HUMOROUS LETTERS 

- Dear Madam , 

Please do not beat my little son Richard. He is 
a very delicate boy. We' never beat him at home 
except in self-defence. 

Yours faithfully. 
Mrs. Milton. 
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Dear Mum. 

French is my favourite subject and I hate it. 

Your loving son, 
Tom. 

jSt & fr fr fr 

Dear Unde, 

Our school is very good. They ask us to take 
bath ONCE in a month. 


fr fr Hr Hr fr 

Dear Dad , 

Our maths teacher seems to be crazy. Yesterday 


she said three and four makes seven. Today she 
two and five makes seven. 

I wonder why she doesn Y say one and stx makes sexert. 

Your intelligent daughter. I 
Rails Royce 

pr gr & £ •£ 

■hr Dear Rose. 

To my great surprise last night , 1 saw a woman 
with a bulging belly . so beautiful and to graceful. 
She looked as if she had spa /lowed something in 
her stomach. When I asked her what was inside. she 
answered it was a sweet baby and that she loved it 
very much. 

Being unconvinced of what she had said. 1 found it 
necessary to get the right answer from you. 

Your anxious friend . 

Lily. 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

1. What is the difference between a ram . a tup , an 
ewe. a werber, a gimmer, a teg, a hog and a lamb? 

2. Give proverbs opposite in meaning to the follow- 
ing: 

a- Look before you leap. 

b- Fine feathers make fine birds. 

c- Out of sight , out of mind. 

d- You can’t teach on old dog new tricks. 

e- Many hands make light work. 

3. Arrange the following in the order of their sizer- 
comet, microbe, atom, sun. earth , proton, electron. 
Alterable virus, moon, shooting star. 

4. How can the age of (a) trees and (b) horses be told? 


COOKING IS FUN 
OVEN BAKED FISH 

INGREDIENTS: 

I egg 
1 T. water 

y* tsp. Tabasco pepper sauce 

Vri lbs. fish fillets (fresh or thawed frozen,), cod, 
haddock perch, etc. 

1 T. melted butter or salad oil. 

Lemon, parsley and paprika, 
salt and pepper to taste. 

METHOD: Combine egg. water. Tabasco sauce, salt 
and pepper. 

Beat until well-blended. 

Clean fish and dip in egg mixture. Coar generously 
with com flake crumbs. Place on foil-lined baking 
sheet , and drizzle with me/fed butter or oil. Sprinkle 
parsley and paprika over top offish. Bake in oven for 
20-30 minutes, or until fish flakes easily when tested 
with a fork. Serve with lemon. 


PUZZLES 

ANAGRAMMAT1CS 

Solve the following three clues and from the answers 
arrange the letters into a twelve-letter word meaning: 
BAD CONDUCT, one letter has been placed ro help 
you. 

I / TLI 1 I I I I I II 

Flightless bird (3) Team (4) Nobleman’s land (5). 
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sa-ut effect. Wi/h llh tckyh.'i'.s 
fi m wttitep et*mnwni. .tin*:: .r-ui ;:«•« with f 
« are buck ft* where h.tie be jrtn.vl.tfnt .um 
tt 'tight ftil j Mu' toi»w «v '.vid ftof'r 

•7 mil not jn\t th* lisrciu,-' sh . L-^nturic ni.vf 
h J make zXi'pte ffw **«»< *ofhtil*w 

/> a 1 it will mv p«f % i’ *n ivn.’meation aciw* 
c« ’fioenti and -.untune*, but c\en within the vamr 
b iihnp Office twvirn with it n. uuitei nctwxuks 
a. d simple menage-si idmg \wictr.\ h.*\e ultcadx 
d .utrrvtl that mess tecs sent tr*vn tetttnnjf n> 
ft f ninal are crHtvwcti with a hnVism and 
n en literally, that the 'em L't wowM neicr n\p*re 
ii .i fact to face mee mg. 

Faced with a fthmK screen .nut the chance ft* 
c. fht’ * titer cm: emulate a number of diver* c 

s, Irs More often . tt > the %c!h\ 4 stihln'd texts t'f 
it fraiwd amrtsti'p \wnhn*’ p.oswu that ate 
ii uted rather than the sUec wttty s tyk at 
c* -T/cmpfUari ufi.vh These ate nvabulanes that 
* uld sound at tocsr pri'ien/j«>u>. at Hi*r*f nintwally 
/.< jghxbfc if itvtV*/ in the cetnJ»>f * v canteen, but 
v rtebow acceptable, o on welcomed, on a screen on 
a ict niter noon 

The only sad aspect jfaw the cmiputer's Jikeh 
tt ■ iv, il t •i thc e /cite. ami ;f is a "tagtc none — t* 

it if none of the love tetters u( the ’irw miffenruum 
u f surine. A foiK’h o/ the kc\t\\>rd and the rm^st 
p -u mate expressions ot commitment vanish for 
e r. 

1. esc words sure dedfc. ltd M thnst amongst m who 
m * in fare, with the warmest of ni'he* tor a happy 
a. d prosperous 199$. 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKLY PREVIEW 


Thmnclay, D»c 29 

7JQ S BA. 

8:38 Rcmd To Antrim 

Sara and Aunt Olivia team up while trying to rc!u. 
the lost gold to its rightful owner 

9»J9 The Hat &p**d 

Proemx R&ng 

(The Bat Squad are aaadmriay Vat&ockabks wfc 
more than fast a tigkdj *aff SaaoMy, ata> oawp riw 
apodal crimes pcEec oaM cba r j gt d with apprehend^ 
the matt waamd of at a Oaa Ssh 


• The brothers tight to protea that father when 
‘ vengeful exptosnv* expert escapes from prison ai 
1 seeks to even the scon: with trim . 


•> * 


IBM Semt la EagBA 
-JhrJSh Mn fla — Good Marriott Vkiaam 
Starring: Rc&a 

\ Imported by the army for an cart}' AM radio si* 
Crooaoa r. an irreverent, non-conformist dee jay 
Masts the air-waves with a constant barrage of 
rapid-fire honour, and the hottest bits from back 
home. 

Il'JS Ez&c 

Friday, Dm c. 30 

7:36 African Sides 
The Hunted 

Tom, Sam's younger brother, comes to hide out . 
the Freedom Rands after he is the victim of u; 
attempted assassination while in Vienna. 

8&Q HoBjwood' StBJstmaken 

Yon Bet Your Life 

SbOff PJH. Magazine 

9:30 Heart Of Cenr. 

An attempt ro save i. ?i.. ’yuri..- ,,i 

attempt to catch a hijacker : : 

IO&0 ;v-. . 

M:20 fiXmc&e 

Upon graduation from the convent, Blanche has . 
choose between Napoleon's love and her burning 
passion for the medical profession. 

1 1:18 Never Use Twain 

Saturday, DtKL 3t 

700 Barry A ad The Rea tkvxons 

8:00 Innoiaii^is 
8T30 Quantum 

9ziO Murder She Wnafc 

I0&0 News la Eng 

l<h 28 Feature FBm — Cefatril 

Starring: Tom Cruise & Elisabotb Shue 

While in search of quick fame and fotliSBG working && 
afast-taUringand quick-pouring bartender in a flashy 
New York cfcb, Brian's life gets ccttqfibcatcd when 
he meets thebeautifaj young artist J&fcn Moonev 

UtiS^Coumdown To The NeftYear 

t2r98 A Rock Concert — Fodrign**- 

4 'K' 

A Concert From The Wp 6 ® 0 

Sunday, Jbut 1 


&I5 The Album Shaw 
fm The Bidden Room 

After her husband's death, Kfaii* is on the verge of 
fe ting in love when suddenly an apparition appears 
ft change the entire course of her life. 

fcj* Heartbeat 

A toad programme whi ch desk with metrical subjects 
p rt&uung to Jordan. 

IfcMrtew* In Moorish 

Fridmt Bkn — MOu From Home 

StemriQ; Richard itere A Kovm Anderson 

f cod wkh a bitter reality and a dying dream. Frank 
at t Terry, the two Roberts brothers, take to the road 
at J become modern-day outlaws, 

12*8 TV Upper Bawd 

t- m frustrates lus t^^'i.c^pcaatkw in him as he 
h engaged in arranging a date with .i /tcw grlfeicmf, 

M*m**y, fan* 2 

7^8 Slack Beauty 
&80 Street Hawk 

9:18 Shades Of L.A. 

18:08 iV »s In Fag&vh 
19:28 Frgbt Into Bell 

T o pilots aet lost in a c tesertetl cosstul arm whore 
ti v make forced hmh: < after their plane runs out of 
ft 

UriM inters, eseo ijaxz musk) 

Tuesday, Jan- 3 

Idfl Practical t’ride to the I Wvrrsr 
8:90 The Detecting 
Quantum Leap 

9:10 The Deep Probe 
lOrtO JN ws In Eutf’di 

10:29 Find CM 

1 .estimations n>n:mur in seatvh t>* :he tuitors white 
a attempt is made ( ' liquidate the scientists rv- 
s J nsihlc for mining he design *»f the new votes 
v -enuon. 

11:19 The PigM Files 

7 rc M-l. y agents are watching a house for the arrival 
o anKxsr German agent Sadly, they <rcm to have 
g r rf wrong and only Peter chspnixt i can save the 

W+dnmafdmy, Jan. 4 

7^9 Home lmpm\ ement 

7 mgeis himself in ml f tumble ,tter he maicc* a 
p ogramme that crittascs ho:,<en nes 
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Life In Jhe Free see 
Cftoif sSwl^Sb, 

*-» Quantum Uap 
Law And Order 

10:00 ***** In Rngtish 
10:20 S*owy Riyxr 

along with his s^n Rvbbie u . 

put an end to a drought wh Jh h ^ w 

territory- ^ lhis writ- Air cfc&r 
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Kenneth Branagh takes longest leap with new Frankenstein 


tbt story does : To rr.ake is ideal because he knows ** 
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ACimweb Branagh (Be ft) plays gfta 
Efossed as Exeter 


in Hensy V wieh Brian 


By Bob Thomas 

The Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — Ken- 
neth Branagh always has 
possessed a young' man's 
confidence in chailengine 
popular beliefs — ” he 
proved it when he directed 
and starred in the film 
Henn V at age 2S. 

Laurence Olivier was 37 
when he directed and star- 
red in a lavish film version 
of Henry in 1944. It 
became an instant classic . 
considered the best 
Shakespeare ever filmed. 
Most filmmakers dared 
not attempt the play 
again. 

Undaunted, Branagh . 
who fad appeared in two 
movies and directed none, 
undertook Henry V . por- 
traying royalty and com- 
moners alike as a scruffy, 
unwashed replica of what 
tftey probably bad been. 
The results were critical 
huzza hs and Academy 
Award nominations for 
Best Actor and Best Pic- 
ture of 19S8. 

Sht kespeare ’s tragedy 
is a hc.rd enough sell in the 
film marketplace: with the 
exception of The Taming 
Of The Shrew, his com- 
edies have been totally 
neglected. Yet. last year. 
Branagh made an all-star 
version of Much Ado Ab- 
out Nothing that charmed 
critics and did acceptable 
box office. 


Branagh has directed 
two modern films : Dead 
Again, a film-noir murder 
story, and Peter's Friends, 
a kind of British The Big 
Chill about a reunion of 
university graduares. 
Neither was well received 
by critics or the public. 

However, the Northern 
Irish Branagh faced his 
biggest challenge with 
Mart- Shelley’s Franken- 
stein. Although remade 
with variations ad finitum. 
the 1931 version directed 
by James Whale with Col- 
in Clive as Frankenstein 
and Boris Karloff as the 
monster remains in every 
film buffs mind. 

Branagh reviewed the 
earlier Rims and was not 
deterred. 

*7 was familiar with the 
James Whale versions (he 
also directed The Bride Of 
Frankestein), which are 
the ones I know best of 
all. The (British-made) 
Hammer Films / was quite 
familiar with as well, and / 
didn't enjoy them very 
much. " he said in an inter- 
view. 

“ One of the things 
that's happened to the 
genre, J suppose, is that 
after the Whale films, the 
whole genre has been 
thought about as B- 
picture, especially the 
Hammer ones. I reminded 
myself about all these 
films to think about where 
we should go. There 


would be no point if our 
film should look like the 
orhi rs and sound like the 
odn rs. 

checked out all the 
filr:s . including my 
favourite. Mel Brooks' 
Young Frankestein. It 
reai.’y is the summation of 
everv parodic response to 
the story itself and to the 
bril iani ways it has been 
made in the past. Ha ring 
seer that, I knew what we 
cou Jn’t do.” 

The Karloff makeup, 
witi. its platform shoes, 
high dome and boll 
through the neck, has long 
been copied and parodied. 
Branagh aimed to avoid 
con parisons with his 
mo: -ter. Robert Dc Niro. 

* Ve wanted to ha e a 
patchwork man. someone 
put together with bits 
from other people, which 
is i hat happened in the 
bo( k . " Branagh said. 
*‘W-‘ talked to surgeons 
and other adrisers about 
what sort of stitches would 
hai e been done then 
under the pressure of time 
tha Dr. Frankenstein 
wot Id have faced. 

“ We wanted him to be 
somebody who was in 
pain, as though he was 
covered with sores and 
cut; that even as vou 
wat.hed him you knew 
weir sore. 

‘ We also faced the 
pro- 'Jem that anybody in 


sure (the makeup) was 
vfv d. but within it the 
actor could be seen and 
cot- Id convey his perl . ~m- 
amt in a way that u. uld 
touch us, so ft wouldn t be 
too much of a mask . " 

Branagh, who will be 34 
on Dec. 10. published his 
autobiography . Begin- 
nings. at age 28. He is 
serous about his work, 
but he is also affuhle. his 
boyish Irish face often 
widening in a smile. 

He and his Oscar- 
wir iiing wife. Emma 
Thompson ( Howa rds 
End), met in 19S6 u ten 
both were cast in a BBC 
mir Series, Fortunes Of 
Wit-. She has said: ‘7 
did >’t know his work, but 
I dr. I know he was sort of a 
young lion in the British 
the :tre. It was sort of 
keen interest at first 
sight. " 

Interest turned to ro- 
mance. and three years 
later they were married. 
Even though they have 
worked closely, no signs 
of friction have appeared. 
Both seem to lack the ego 
of such high-ptowered per- 
formers. 

Branagh's actors uoore 
him. says Helena Bonham 
Ca;fer, who portrays his 
lovrr and wife in Mary 
Sh , lley 's Frankenstein: 
“He has plenty of 
humour, and for actor he 


how delicate our confi- 
dence is. So he's incred- 
ibly tactful.” 

Brunagh was bom in 
Bel fare. His family moved 
to England when he was 9. 
As a boy he become ena- 
moured with American 
movies. His all-time 
favourite was The Great 
Escape about allied pris- 
oners escaping from a 
German PoW camp, 
which had an all-star cast 
led by the late Steve 
McQueen. 

*7 can do scenes from 
it... Donald Pleasance and 
James Gamer stealing the 
airplane... Charles Bron- 
son in the boat with James 
Coburn... a touching story 
that really engaged you.” 
said Branagh. 

His passion for drama 
brought him to the Royal 
Academy of Dramatic 
Arts, where he dazzled 
everyone and walked off 
with the highest prize, the 
Bancroft Gold Medal. He 
immediately was cast in 
Julian Mitchell's play. 
Another Country, then 
joined the Royal 
Shakespeare Company 
(RSCl. His Henry V at 23 
drew critic raves. 

Branagh surprised the 
theatrical community by 
leaving the RSC to form 
his own Renaissance 
Theatre Group. His pro- 
ductions were electric, 
similar to Orson Welles' 


Mercury Theatre in New 
Ft rk in the late 1930s. 

With his film. Henry V. 
re- iewers made allusions 


to W elles, who had filmed 
his masterpiece Citizen 
Kane at 25. But Branagh 
seems to e.\hibit more sta- 


bility. And with a hi. of 
Irish luck, he may have a 
longer, more produc:i\c 
career. 
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Louis Armstrong feted in a general 



By Samuel Fromartz 
Reuter 

NEW YORK — Hello 
Dolly , Satchmo’s back in 
town. 

Louis Armstrong died 
in 1971 but tbe graved 
• vblced king of the jazz 
trumpet is being heard 
more now than any time 
since his death. 

JVetv issues of long-lost 
vintage Armstrong re- 
cordings were released on 
CD in time for Christmas 
shoppers. In early Decem- 
ber, a week-fong celebra- 
tion of his music was held 
at New York’s Lincoln 
Centre featuring the trum- 
• per player some call Arm- 
strong’s proudest heir — 
Wynton Marsalis. 


Along with the con- 
certs , an exhibition at the 
New York Borough of 
Queens Museum of Art 
tells the story of Arm- 
strong’s life from his child- 
hood in a New Orleans 
reform school to world 
fame. The museum is a 
few kilometres from the 
Queens home where Arm- 
strong spent his final 
years. 

Marsalis has had much 
to do with keeping Arm- 
strong in the public eye , 
even if the young virtuoso 
admits he can't match 
Satchmo on the horn, 
especially Armstrong’s 
piercing high notes. 

“ He makes me feel 
good about being alive 


and about living in the 
world,” Marsalis said in a 
recent interview. 

“He’s got a majestic 
sou id, a big full round 
tone, and be communi- 
cates a personality of 
warmth and grandeur. It 
jus r makes you feel 
goo 1, ” Marsalis said. 

h .arsalis , artistic direc- 
tor rf jazz at Lincoln t i'en- 
ire . has come under fire 
for ris traditionalist stance 
tow irds the music, but 
eve i critics don’t fault him 
for a week-long program- 
me jn the father of jazz. 

Record companies, 
meanwhile, have been 
con. ving their vaults lately 
an c re-issuing Arm- 
stre ig's hits, storting in 
the : 920s and lasting ; ntil 


What A Wonderful World 
— which made tbe charts 
18 after bis death after 
being used in the film 
Gcod Morning, Vietnam. 

Columbia recently 
issued Portrait Of Ah 
Artist As A Young Man, 
1923-1934, which presents 
Armstrong’s seminal w ork 
that first brought him 
fame. For years, many of . 
tbe recordings were 3/ify 
available to collector.' of 
old 78 records. 

. \nother set, Highl ghts 
From His Decca Years , 
issued by Decca, features 
Armstrong pieces from 
1924 to 1958. Its score is 
larger — spanning rruch 
of i remarkable career — 
bu. it is less com ore ten- 


sive than the Columbia 
set. 

Tbe Queens Museum of ■ 
Art’s exhibit, Louis Arm- 
strong: A Cultural Lega- 
cy, likens his impact on 
music to Picasso’s effect 
on painting in the sense 
that Armstrong took what 
Was at band and made it 
thoroughly modem. 

“ With a gravelly voice 
. and a heraldic trumpet he 
changed tbe world, Dan 
Morgcnstem , director of 
the Institute for Jazz Stu- 
dies in Newark, New 
Jersey , writes in the liner 
notes to tbe Columbia 
portrait series. 

Or as bebop trumpeter , 
Dizzy Gillespie once said 
when asked about .Arm- 
strong's impact: “No him . 


nc me. 

The Queens exhibit 
truces Armstrong’s birth 
in.o poverty in 1901 in 
New Orleans through bis 
early musical experiences 
in the Waifs Home For 
Boys, and Stoiyvihe, the 
dry's famed red-light dis- 
trict. 

By the time he travelled 
to Chicago in 1921, fol- 
lo-ving bis mentor ;■ King ■ 
O rver, he was on his way 
to a place in history. In 
li> 23 he made his first re- 
co-ding, and by 1924 was 
pitying to crowds in New 
York with Fletcher Hen- 
derson’s orchestra. 

\rmstrong’s groups, 
tbs hot five and hot seven, 
fn m 1925 to 1927. had a 
re oiutionary impact on 


jazz. 

” With solos such as 
these, he created a voca- 
bulary of phrases that 
would echo into music for 
decades.” Morgenstern 
writes. 

“ Hundreds upon hun- 
dreds of musicians, not 
only in America but 
wherever records were 
- sold, studied these solos 
note by note — to memo- 
rise if not actually to play, 

for the technical demands, 
not to mention the rhyth- 
mic and harmonic ones, 
were well beyond tbe 
capacity of most musicians 
of the day. ” 

Most people recall 
Armstrong the entertain- 


er, who played actively to 
the last years of his life 
and whose biggest hit was 
perhaps Hello, Dolly in 
the 1960s. He easily com- 
bined the roles of pop star 
and artist and never com- 
promised. 

He was in a dozen Hol- 
lywood movies, served as 
America’s ambassador of 
jazz after World War U, 
appeared on scores of 
radio and television 
shows, always flashing a 
grin. His music conveyed 
a pleasure at being a'ive. 

As the poet Langston 
Hughes once said: '‘There 
is something about Louis 
Armstrong’s horn hat 
creates spontaneous 
friendships. ” 
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By Miirie-Dominique 
» Follain 
Agence France Presse 

PARIS — Feted with in- 
creasing frequency on 
newspaper front pages, 
supermodels are venturing 
forth from tbe catwalks 
and have come of age as a 
mul, i -media phe- 
nomenon. 


Their images nurtured 
by the press and their egos 
massaged by agents, they 
have replaced actresses 
and princesses as the idols 
of the popular imagination 
— and exploited their 
celebrity by branching out 
into music , literature, 
television and the gossip 
columns. 

For the bottom line is: 





'"*om itampbeay^ tkstbecat * nakati!M 

iotnrra in Paris 


everything Claudia (Sduf- 
fer) Linda (Evangelista), 
one Naomi (Campbell) 
touch seems to turn to 
golc, both for themselves 
and their worldly-wise en- 
tourage. 

It October Campbell, a 
Jam j i can -born Briton , 
pub shed her first novel 
Sw& predictably enc-jgb 
a g. ost-writtea tale cf a 
yow:g model’s rocky path 
to f me and fortune. 


Despite being panned 
by the critics it has Mid 
well — including 43,000 
copies shafted in France in 
a single month. She also- 
cut an album which has to 
date, however, failed to 
capture tbe popular im- 
agb\3tion. 

Meanwhile Schaffer, a 
Ge .nan, has publishc 1 a 
book of pictorial memc irs, 
whi-'e featuring as a go: sip 
magazine regular with or 



cSsnsBs SckHVer poses wftb 
tm 1995 cal oateSer in Kiw York 



without her equally high- 
profile Gance , U.S. magi- 
cian David CopperGeld. 


In the 20 minutes she 
agreed to devote to AFP 
out of her jam-packed 
schedule, she showed 
herslef every inch tbe 
well-coached media 
celebrity — plugging her 
product while giving away 
nothing about her private 
life. 


The book, she stressed, 
was ” not an autobiogra- 
phy.. but a work about my 
professional life” written 
after she received sackfuls 
of letters asking for details 
about a supermodel’s dai- 
ly grind. 

She chose Monaco as 
her home because she 
feels “secure” in the prin- 
cipality’s streets , she 
added. And no, she had 
no intention of revealing 
when she and CopperGeld 
planned to tie the knot. 

Others of their ilk, in- 
cluding Cindy Crawford 
and Elle MacPberson, 
have been given their own 
television shows. They 
also plug workout casset- 
tes — a marketing ploy 
given tbe patina of credi- 
bility by Jane Fonda — or 
earn millions of dollars for 
lending their faces to per- 
fume producers. 

Schiffer and Crawford, 
for instance, are under 
contract to Revlon. 

Crawford’s pulling pow- 
er was illustrated at the 
start of December, when 
the announcement that 
she and her sex-symbol 
Buddhist husband 
Richard Gere were separ- 
ating after three years of 



C md&a Sdtsf^GS- {3o$£$ ssad Cfncgf Skw&k ? gsssc far 


m rriage sparked a media 
frenzy. Whether the split 
benefits or hinders her 
career remains to be seen. 

Whatever the state of 
their love lives , all super- 
models share three talis- 
mans in common: fame , 
youth and money. 

In this age o f digitised 
sex-appeal, they also need 
three magic numbers: vital 
statistics of 90-96-90 cm 
(32-24-36 in ) or as near as 
makes no difference. 

■hould the Grst figure 
fid." a tittle light, there’s 
alv ays the miracle-worker 
silicon. 

And where better to 
show off one’s perfect 
proportion than on the 
1995 calendar that the top 
echelons agreed to pose 
for naked, or as scantily 


clothed as makes no dif- 
ference. 

In fact , tbe supermod- 
els' image has become so 
all-encompassing that 
their original function — 
leading fashion parades — 
has been superseded. 

No one takes pictures of 
Chanel models any more 
— they photograph Schif- 
fer in Chanel. 

And the fashion houses 
that can afford celebrity 
rates can also guarantee 
that, whatever the press 
may think, their collection 
will be a bestseller if it’s 
been worn by a star name. 

It’s all far cry from the 
profession’s first low-key 
starlets of the post-war era 
such as Bettina and Capu- 
cine. 

British models Twiggy 


— famed for the andr gy- 
nous look — and the v-aif- 
like Jean Shrimpton. en- 
joyed minor celebrity sta- 
tus in the 1960s, as 
Chanel’s top performer 
Ines de la Fressange did 20 
years later. 

Nowadays much of the 
mystique has disappeared. 
The “ oldest ” stars hire 
ad risers to prepare them 
and the world for a :iew 
career in their mid- 70s. 
while pretenders as yc ung 
as 14 and 15 champ a: tbe 
bit to ourdo and event ual- 
ly replace their elder. 

Witness emerald-tyed 
Brandi , the 16-year -old 
phenomenon making 
media waves with her roll- 
ing catwalk gait that seems 
itirtually to defy the laws 
of gravity. 
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Frogs, toads and flies may yield new drugs 


By Ben BSrschler 
Reuter 

LONDON — Scientists 
are studying a bizarre 
menagerie of creatures in- 
cluding frogs , toads , 
snakes, flies , leeches and 
sharks in the search for 
new medicines. 

Chemicals found in 
their bodies may help 
treat a range of human 
ailments, including high 
blood pressure, difficult to 
cure infections and even 
cancer , they believe. 

The idea of tapping na- 
ture for pharmaceuticals is 
not new. A quarter of 
western prescription drugs 


are based on plant-derived 
substances and rive of the 
world's top 30 drugs come 
from fungi. 

But now the ** bio- 
prospecting ,r net is being 
cast wider. 

According to speakers 
at a “drugs from nature” 
conference here, the 
potential of the animal 
kingdom is huge. 

Amphibians alone pro- 
duce an “ awe-inspiring " 
number and diversity of 
compounds in glands on 
their skin , said Dr. Barry 
Clarke of London's Natu- 
ral History Museum. 

He beUeves chemicals 
from frogs and toads may 


have particular value in 
treating skin and respira- 
tory infections. 

Special interest is cen- 
tred on how certain crea- 
tures with only a 
rudimentary immune sys- 
tem manage to survive in a 
hostile environment. 
timin g with pathogenic 
bacteria and fungi. 

The key appears to be 
the production of a series 
of complex molecules cal- 
led peptides which pro- 
vide a potent defence sys- 
tem against potentially 
lethal microbes. 

Peptides isolated from 
the African clawed toad, 
called magainins. are 


already being tested in the 
United Slates by rr.i&im 
pharmaceuticals. 

Results of an early cli- 
nical trial on impetigo, a 
childhood skin infection, 
proved disappointing, but 
the concept of using pep- 
tides is attracting con- 
siderable interest from 
drug researchers and com- 
panies. 

Scientists at Tokyo Uni- 
versity are working on a 
peptide called sapecin 
found in the blood-like 
substance, haemolymph, 
in fly larvae. Sapecin 
appears to be a powerful 
antibiotic which protects 


voung maegots /roar the 
tuitions of i .icicnx which 
swarm in their natural 
habitat — rotten meat. 

The Tokyo rcscardacrs 
jre nos*' wipriin^ with f&a 
chemical to produce a rim- 
pi cr version, small enough 
:o pass through the h uman 
digestive tysrem without 
being destroyed by gastric 
jc-.ces. The pure could be 
a new tabic r capable <rf 
fighting the growing num- 
ber of antiiriotic-resisxtux 
bacteria. 

Sharks, too. may have 
an in-built aati-mscrvt*iai 
system, this time based on 
a novel steroid compound 
called squaJaminc which 


appears to pr o te c t them 
from sdecoon. 

la j ottte drtrjac anas, 
amort-based drugs have 
already arrived. 

.Aar iafc&aar*, a oew 
Hast of heart drugs, were 
originally derived from 
toe veaom of the Brazilian 
pit viper. Drug des i gners 
have rerimxt the original 
product and synthesised a 
tension whin could be 
p vest by mo uth . 

The firs? such oral ace 
inhibitor, marketed by 
BnsroFMym Squibb as 
capotes* has been on the 
marker since 1981 . and 
last year it docked up 
global cries of SI. 8 bilhoo. 


Other venoms may also 
prove of medicinal value . 
Professor Eugene Grishin 
of the Russian Academy 
of Sciences believes, since 
they affect a host of cellu- 
lar systems. And the che- 
mical venom pod is im- 
mense. with 20 different 
toxins isolated from just 
one species of scorpion. 

One creature with a 
kmghisrory of medical use 
winch may be about to 

make a comeback is the 
• — *- 
KCCtL 

Used for centuries for 
Mood-letting and the re- 
moval of '* diseased 
Mood " the leech contains 
a variety of chemicals in 


its saliva which stop bU'od 
from dotting. 

Oba-Geigy has now de- 
veloped a genetically- 
engineered version of one 
of these compounds. hiru- 
din. which pharmaceutical 
analysts expect to reach 
the market in 1996. 

Dr. Robert Wallis of 
Siopharm I'K — rhe 
world's only cotnmerci.il 
leech farm — believes 
hirudin is only one of 
several substances m leech 
sali vc which could play an 
important role in controll- 
ing acute coronary syn- 
dromes and thrombosis in 
future. 
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Recycling 

By Florence Ray rial 


unused medicines 


Protecting the environment, helping 
poor countries and avoiding accidents 
in the home are the three aims of a 
simple gesture, that of systematically 
taking one's unused medicines back to 
the chemist's . Cyclamed takes care of 
the rest 






v J 


To preserve the environment 
and help poor countries Cyc- 




la me d recycl es unused m mdO- 


PARIS — “Together, let 
us form the medicine 
chain. Let us recover your 
packaging and unused 
medicines. Some people 
lack your unused medi- 
cines. And nature does 
not need them. Return 
them to your chemist”. 
The message of the Cyc- 
lamed association, created 
under the auspices of the 
National Order of 
Pharmacists, are clear, 
direct and easily under- 
stood. The green bags, 
handed out to customers 
in dispensaries, come back 
full. The mobilisation of 
the profession !«. wide- 
spread. This is revealed by 
the results of the vunvy 
earned our in the 
Limousin a hidi is the first 
region in Frai.ee to have 
set up this new system of 
collecting unused medi- 
cines. in November 199,1. 

Backed by the further 
success obtained m (he 
Loire region. Cyclamed 
extended the operation 


and new. srt cry two 
months, j new region 
adopts the system After 
Brittany jr.J Aquitaine, it 
is now the turn of the 
lllc-de-France region, 
around Paris, and the 
North, and the govern- 
ment. supporting (he ac- 
tion which is to be main- 
tained . fully intends to 
have the system extended 
to the whole of France by 
the end of the year. 


2 birds with 1 stoom 

The process is simple, a: 
least judging by appear- 
ances There is the mes- 
sage broadcast by the 
means ot publicity used by 
Cyclamed t posters and 
suckers i and then there 
arc the measures taken by 
the chemist w ho hands oar 
recyclable rags fd hrs cus- 
tomers and urges house- 
holds, to hue the reflex vf 
bringing back their unused 
medicines and the packag- 
ing. but nor/ung else. Ob- 
jects which cui'or prick as 


welt as soiled dressings are 
not accepted 

In the dispensary, the 
items are roughly sorted 
out The packaging and 
iMte-of-Jate medicines are 
pvt on me side and items 
which can be used for 
humanitarian purposes, 
on the other. The former, 
let: in their green bags, 
are pvt mto a big card- 
h xard box with '“to be 
destroyed" wrirterr on it in 
red letters When it is full, 
i: is collected by the 
wholesaler and distributor 
on his round and placed m 
a padlocked skip heated 
at the distribution agency. 
Its contents are then nx*»- 
* ereJ by professionals 
who wilt ice that they are 
incinerated in a plant 
which respects the stan- 
dards in force, which, with 
the environmental and 
public health constraints. 
«. at present, rhe most 
appropriate means of eli- 
minating such product*, 
making it possible to pro- 
duce energy. 

The second lor. placed 
in cardboard boxes with 
usable unused medicines 
written on the side in 
green letters, are made 
available to “serious" 
chanty organisations, hav- 
ing signed Cydamed’s 
conditions, by which they 
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TA-DAH! 

By Harvey Chew 
ACROSS 


New anti-cancer 
veggies on the way 


i Aregupa'e l-md 
5 — Jahan (Tat 

Mahal bu'tek'l 

9 S*ffl 

14 Party giver 
19 DonTiywe — 

19 — Krishna 

20 Abrasive 

substance 

21 Plan el Mars oral 

22 Ot hgh eiceHanca 
2« Wonhteas 

ihflg 
a 6 FVgtn 

27 Aremeaure type 

30 Insutoanl 
muscular hJ*w 

31 — oveMhefpsoui 
M Vftrt 

34 Summl 
36 Pay* 

DOWN 

1 Exactly right 

2 AphroaiB * son 

3 Engrossed 

4 Modwnced 

5 Pottery hasrnwn 

6 Opening tor 
anchor utote 

7 Ejusi 

8 Drove 

9 In the sack 

10 Litunpcal 

retmani 

ii play or bull end 

12 Armey 

13 Cotoranl 

14 Go kckeiy-spfc 

15 CJiurch calendar 

16 Connery or Perm 

17 -You Go — Head- 
laid sang) 

23 Journalist Jacob 
25 Foef 


23 .’.’ad— T-. 

41 Ccmguler 

asrencs 

45 Csssor.e 

46 intensive 
qunuwtj 

<9 Arr.x^ja arcc 

50 SoJCiar s address 

51 Loci 

52 Sets cheese 

53 Missile 

54 Small coy 

55 3ech lea 

56 Rowdy arcumarc 

58 Pnma- 

59 Yale ssjden 
00 City on the Oa 
81 Abrupt and trann 

62 Game shew host 

63 Wert-, eg 
85 Prepared 


28 Fared soal 

29 Author ol The 
FouitamhoeiT 

32 Academy 

34 showers 
Dung 

35 Canadian Indian 

36 Winged 

37 Site ol Katmandu 

38 BndjeM 

40 Ceremonial aa 

42 Theory m 
ocononucs 

43 Oul Cf this world 

44 Wanderer 

46 Sign 

47 Black wood 

48 "True — " (Wayne 

Rlml 

5t Headpiece 
53 Stable 

occupant 


ft --if 

firmer, 

53 Zvrar a -/ 

CVJj— I — w-B 

7: HRS eet efifcr 

74 U-sase srsparjefl 

75 Van v a srn 

76 Garde- rower 

77 fir' C ted i- 
bace 

ra Famous Sac 
79 Legale- cn 
B Arrens an author 
at Assn. 

82 Foocai slay er 
B3 Loser tu Truman 

86 Did the crawl 

87 ArruhilaM 

B3 Uctfdam takes 
90 Ha.mgaccd 
rjnrsr 


55 Ccmposure 
£6 Scotftng 
57 Bccnsn 
£S Les-Te C«pn 
rrb-ae 

61 Ci-y sn the Aare 

62 Qtycntha 
Oegcn 7rai 

64 TaJV shew host 

65 Lana: 

65 — Python 
67 Peered 

66 Cceur C — . Idaho 

69 Pieaimgiy neat 

70 Sirc>« prtj 

72 Ccrday's victim 

73 Unusually small 

75 Channel carters 

76 Chess ChX« 

73 Bci ac re 
65 SartoJa 

■car 


12 Erpsi- csr-scse- 

32 2a: sea: 
MTa.-Jp; 

39 -agaldS osrarz 

tCI CJL7 

"54 PuAceu-se meai 

1 55 Gregery Piles 
s; 

lit -Came hem* 

112 Fasten e--~ 

1 13 Away Irpo the 
wind 

na Learesused ess 
sumutam 

115 IJerrirren: 

1 16 Practices ■ 
Sew 

117 Legal ctarm 

118 Diminutive ending 


83 Heekmr/ed 

84 Easy and Wail 

85 Author Richard 
88 unary egn 
88 Oty in Ireland 
90 Italian finger 

game 
32 Change 
94 Plains Indian 
home 

ss Poet Nash ■ 

96 Kcaw cany 

97 Foyer 

56 Theater award 

100 Usteusneer 
1C2 Glaswegian 
1C3 Refig«uagrouo 

105 PhysoahK abbr 

106 With a 
1C7E^s 

159 "The Greatest- 
110 -Ncrma— * 



Diagrajnless 19 x 19 
By James Barrick 


ACROSS 

1 Fining 

24 Oflerasnce 

43 Yean 

63 Bower of 

4 tnoddmon 

25 Sblaie 

44 Edge 

letbcewort 

5 Choose 

26 Eoose to Ganger 

45 Hsig m cune 

65 Fury 

6 infant 

30 5haw backer 

46 Charge 

66 rioia — 

10 Yam mop 

32 — King Cole 

47 TneJ for office 

57 Wcro on a rc ao 

14 Move llun 

33 Under Dm covers 

48 V-i/r— > 

mac 

adequate 

35 Watch pari 

43 Daiers^n 

68 Conhisei fight 

17 Big cal 

36 Twosome 

5t Terminus 

S3 Sguancer 

18 Ua« with others 

37 Poebc fine of Car, 

52 Bread camecy 

70 December 3151 

13 Handle roughly 

38 Play me load 

54 K~f> 

word 

20 island gieeung 

33 Terra- — 

56 &?raDxrg ->red 

71 Riwtr m Belgiun 

21 S* 

41 SfyTsh 

58 4 meal 

72 Ue 

22 Leftover brt of food 

42 Lennon and 

53 Faeicaie 

73 HM hv Pmaar 

23 Persian fairy 

Rater 

82 Chess g.eces 

74 S caiy fish 

DOWN 

1 Ring-shooed Coral 

13 Okf-toshionea 

23 'Toafner die eSET 

55 Leg cart 

Islam 

14 — utnac '.icvccf 

31 Gibran, a g 

57 Helen cf — 

2 Vatican man 

country! 

34 Pack cl cards 

58 Carr/ on one’s 

3 uhilt) 

15 A Ucnimisri 

28 Uke a leeleuler 

cenci 

6 Lnier cecraipn 

16 Jens 

33 PasUurant 

63 PrOfihel 

7 '.Uheto Gneek mat 

17 Kind of dance 

4J 7ne bnny deeo 

61 Be >om 

Greek tti*g ago 

IB Tumble 

4? Mosurg device 

64 BaKar/cem 

8 Pnvslafy 

24 WdhSttfKlS 

42 Ncscn 

65 Irvmg me actiesa 

9 Base nali star 

26 Fry qucfcty 

44 Raised 

e« Bunea! tower 

10 Mo» 

27 Covered 

46 In names 

ecy 

ti“— and Pe«e" 

co lemade cl 

SC Perfume 

63 Broad 

12 The egee none 

Greece 

53 &r3cicray 

72 Ocpcnem 


SOLUTIONS OF LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE 



nmn wnnn 
000(1 QGOD 

> 7^or* r *~.y~ 




rj-tflti iWFin cmn 
ntm n-BMi ■ 

UfcjLi P O OD DDE 

iHur r-r^-t ta:»JiMjn 
up pf-p-i n p HJij 
□EKEB ritnum mzaa 
EM 3 CMJG QOTQQ 

□cma Bcrma 

mrai m i'i 
liiTSi p»T«~a:i 



Last Week's Cryptograms 

1 . My appointment bad been at ten; tbe doctor didn't are me 
until eleven. It didn't help my blood pressure very much. 

2. Electronic gadgets are improving ao very rapidly they 
become obsolete juat aa you begin to enjoy them. 

3. High np on the list among things opened in error are loud 
moutbe. 

4. Avid rafters run swift river rapide swollen high with 
spring runoff from melting mountain snow. 

CRYPTOGRAMS 

l.DHBB EYTHJJW CBN ZYTA'N-WPW KYWQ SJ 
JWBBSQ YVIHDWN HD BBS: HWZTHN. 

CPWVHN. QSBKWN. DYSWTN UVA IHVP IhTW. 

— By Earl Ir.Uod 

J.tf ONNABBBT BIG WHYQIZ, IV N 2 Y K J 
IVJHYEBC MAG Y WKT MV J J! BC 5 y a P I 

YBNIZ1X MEC MYJMYQYZX PEZPQKCNV BPIC, 

— By Rlu Sd.us 

3.BGK WEIRPFH ALDPEf OLD MEEK 

dtgtwpcer ex ztoverd zb htlfd ex 
alDDCBm pot aglpt cr ocd rep de 
ZEIRPCXIG WOIFWO. -8yK.C.Doyl« 

(.DC KNO RYOKIZIZA SUCHTRASH 

UDBUDNHT. 1H LKNSC EH ENOUHC .NDG5 0 
ROZYY. — By Ed lloddlmoa 


BRIGHTON, England 
(R) — Vegetables grown 
to contain extra subst- 
ances known to protect 
against cancer and heart 
disease could be in mar- 
kets within five years, 
British scientists said. 

Researchers at a recent 
biochemical society con- 
ference in Brighton, 
southern England said 
fruits and vegetables could 
be bred to provide more 
anti-oxidants , w/uefr neut- 
ralise particles that can 
help cause cancer and 
heart disease. 

Fruits and vegetables 
naturally contain anti- 
oxidants such as Vitamins 
A and E. Health author- 
ities in the United States 
and Britain recommend 
that people eat at least 
five servings of fruit and 
vegetables a day. 

But most people eat 
much less rhpn this and 
smokers and the poor — 
who are most at risk — are 


among the most reluctant 
to eat their greens. If 
vegetables could be bred 
to contain more anti- 
oxidants, people with 
poor eating habits could 
still lessen their risk of 
disease. 

“ Our way would mean 
that people would eat the 
same amount of food, 

' fruit, or whatever, but it 
would contain increased 
amounts of anti- 
oxidants said Dr. Peter 
Bramley , head of bioche- 
mistry at Royal Holloway 
College in Surrey , south- 
ern England. 

“J would say that tbe 
introduction of plants that 
have been manipulated to 
produce more effective 
anti-oxidants should be 
possible within five 
years,” said Catherine 
Rke-Evans, professor of 
biochemistty at the Un- 
ited Medical and Dental 
Schools at London's Guy's 
Hospital. 


Many Russian women 
die in childbirth 


MOSCOW (R) — Rus- 
sian mothers are 20 times 
more likely to die in child- 
birth chan Western Euro- 
pean mothers while the 
infant mortality rate is 
three to four times higher 
than in the West, tbe 
Izvcstia daffy newspaper 
said. 

“It is wefl-fcnoivn that 
Russia's infant mortality 
rate has grown in recent 
years. It is three to lour 
times higher than in 
Europe, ” tzvestia quoted 
' Russia's ^international 
Fund for &e Protection of 
Mothers J*d Children as 
saying. | 

Most jrf the deaths 
among m&thers could be 


avoided, and one in three 
them resulted from abor- 
tions, the fund's presi- 
dent, Aleksandr Baranov . 
was quoted as saying. 

“Abort 80 per cent of 
the cases result from crude 
diagnostic errors by 
poorijHfhsliGed gynaeco- 
logists and obstetricians 
Mr. Baranov said. "This is 
unprecedented in the civil- 
ised worid-" 

An ahqcnce of reliable 
contraception had led to 
massive abortion statis- 
tics, a libera! 

pubticatkmi **id — about 
2.97 au BgP them last 

year, jfldgM 7 ntiBion ht 
1992. m 


undertake to sort out the 
contents under the control 
of a pharmacist and not to 
use the medicines for illicit 
or commercial purposes. 
Four humanitarian orga- 
nisations have already 
Signed this charter which 
enables them to hstingly 
enlarge their collection of 
medicines. These arc 
Pharmaaens Sans Eton- 
litres. Terre Des Hom- 
ines. The Order Of Malta 
and Terre D'Amitie. 
Other or$3nkarsi>iu have 
to get directly in touch 
with the Utter ones. 
Moreover. Cyclamed is 
responsible h>r destroying 
any waste remaining from 
the further sorting of the 
medicines by the assoc ia* 
txon according to its 
needs 

In addition to protect- 
ing the environment by 
saving medicines, which 
are usually pvt m the dust- 
bin. from being dumped, 
and participating in aid for 
poor countries, the system 
has the advantage of im- 
proving public health as it 
limits the numerous avi- 
dents m the home by 
poisoning from medtanei. 
Av nhWgiriuH ma de 
law 

Ihc system originated 
for two main reasons. 
First of all. it was noted 
that, of the IS million ton- 
nes of annual household 
waste in France (which is 
about a kilo per pcnum 
per day), some 6IUW ton- 
nes come from medicines. 
95 per cent of which is 
simply rhe containers: 
glass (phials and bottles), 
paper and cardboard 
(leaflets and packaging), 
plastic (blistcr-pseks from 
pills and capsules . and 
tubes), and aluminium 
( tubes from ointments, 
aerosols, etc.). The 
second reason is pressure 
from new environment 
laws. Indeed, a decree, in 
force since January 1993, 
forces industrialists to 


take charge of. or contri- 
bute to eliminating hoiihc- 
hohl waste produced by 
the packaging of the pro- 
ducts that they launch on 
the marker, and a law m 
July l*N2 provides for the 
suppression of waste being 
dumped at all unless it r* 
in its ultimate .stage, by 
rhe year JWfC. 

So it was up to proles- 
sionak from the pharmacy 
industry to find ,i soluthm 
Thus the Cyclamed 
ciation was formed, 
grouping hvgaher nidus- 
rnahsts. distributors and 
pharmacists, united tor 
the recovery of packaging 
and unused medicines. 
and it set up this system 
which is entirely financed 
by payments from f.ihor- 
atones t amounting to t U ». * 
per cent of their turnov- 
er). fho was immediately 
approved by the Minis- 
tries of the Environment, 
of Health and of Huma- 
nitarian Action- 

Today, backed by its 
success. Cyclamed is wast- 
ing to see rhe impact ot 
the operation in the lie- 
De-France area around 
Pans, whose population is 
frit to be harder to mobil- 
ise. aocurding ip its chair- 
man Mr. Jacques Parrot, 
who. nevertheless, would 
like to obtain 70 ro 75 per 
cent support. In Pans, the 
traffic difficulties and the 
demographic density act 
as restrictive factors. So. 
in order not to penalise 
the distributors who are 
prepared ro adopt the pro- 
ject. there arc plans to 
intnvduce extra vans ro do 
the rounds. It is to be 
hoped that the Parisians 
w ill be ecology -minded 
and generous and that the 
system will be taken up in 
other countries, which 
seems to be likely judging 
by the contacts which have 
already been made be- 
tween some of them and 
Cyclamed — L ’Actuaiitc 
En France. 


ANSWERS 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

1. Roms and tups are adult males. 

Ewes are adult females. 

Wethers are castrated males. ' 

Gimmers arc ewes between their first and second , 
shearing. 

Tegs and hogs are sheep betw een weaning (at three 
months) ana their first (at Fifteen). 

Lambs are nor yet weaned. 

j3- *>■ ri- ^ i}’ 

2. (a) He who hesitates is lost. 

(b) Handsome is that handsome docs. 

(c) Absence makes the heart gn>w- fonder. 

(d) It's never too late to mend. 

(e) Too many cooks spoil the broth. 

J3- 'Cr ri- £■ 3* 

3. Proton, electron, atom, filterable virus, microbe 
shooting star . comet, moon, earth, sun. 

& & & i3- 

4. The age of a tree can be told, when it is cut down 
by counting the number of rings, each one ot w tuch 
is the product of a year's growth. 

The aft of a horse can he m M. „ r „» eight uu,* In 
examining ns teeth, since certain mnrkson , hen, 
disappear each year. 

£ & ,> & 


PUZZLES 

- EMU. SIDE. MANOR . 
MISDEMEANOUR. 







JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY-FRIDAY, DECEMBER 29-30, *994 




' * ■ i ; V . 

'sirs-. 

v /I. 

' • : i 
'* il; 

■' 

1 ' .r.i 

.//. 
'• - 1 ; i . 

:n 


( ,» 


Publishers 
thrive on 
royal 
saga 


By Allen Nacheman 

Agence France Presse 

LONDON — In 1994, Prince 
Charles admitted cheating on 
his wife, his wife was said to 
h3ve cheated on him. and his 
mother. Queen Elizabeth II, 
decided to drill for oil in the 
garden. 

Also in 1994, leaked docu- 
ments showed hundreds of 
royal staff and courtiers living 
the good life, rent-free, in 
royal palaces, raising a public 
furor and prompting calls for 
a leaner, Scandinavian -style 
monarchy. 

As an aside, the queen's 
estranged daughter-in-law, 
Sarah Ferguson, the Duchess 
of York, announced she had 
twice been tested for AIDS, 
and days later a Texas 
women who said she was 
dying of AIDS alleged she 
and Ferguson once had the 
same lover, “business advi- 
sor" John -Bryan.. . . 


All in all, it was not the 
best of years for Britain's 
royal family coming after the 
“annus horribilis," which was 
how Elizabeth II characte- 
rised 1992, the year the gen- 
tle and insulated 69-year-old 
monarch seemed to discover 
the real world. 

In that year, like a night- 
marish real-time soap opera, 
the marriages of three of her 
four children fell apart — two 
sons separated and a daugh- 
ter divorced — all garishly 
chronicled by a cannibalistic 
tabloid press hungry for royal 
flesh. 

This year, news of the 
royal- marriage-go-round was 
more orderly, with the 
juiciest morcels dished up not 
ambush-style by the tabloids 
but in three best-selling 
books and a national televi- 
sion interview with Prince 
Charles. 

Last June, in an unpre- 
cedented one-on-one with 
journalist Jonathan Dimb- 
leby, Prince Charles candidly 
opened up about Tiis life "as 
heir to .'the thronfc oFEng- 
land, his marriage' to Diana 
and their separation. 

Once their 10-year mar- 
riage was irreconcilably on 
the rocks, he did stray into 
adultery, said Prince Charles, 
validating long-standing 
rumours of his relationship 
with Camilla Parker Bowles, 
wife of an army brigadier. 

In October, a book entitled 
“Princess In Love" chroni- 
cled an alleged five-year 
affair between Princess Di- 
ana and army Major James 
Hewitt, her sons' riding in- 
structor. 

The book, by tabloid jour- 
nalist Anna Pasternak, was 
written in the style of a teen 
romantic novel, dwelling on a 
candlelight dinner in Kens- 
ington Palace that prefaced 
the first night: and she 

took his hand and led him to 
her bedroom.” 

The book was translated 
into 22 languages and re- 
portedly made a bundle for 
all concerned. 

Princess Diana drew sym- 
pathy. Maj. Hewitt, whose 
grinning face adorned the 
book jacket, was rounded on 
as a "kiss-and-tell rat. 

Next came “The Prince ot 
Wales.” an “authorised 
bioeraphv" by Dimbleby in 
which Prince Charles whines 
about his miserable child- 
hood in which he was bullied 
by schoolmates, forsaken by 
a disinterested mother and 
disdained by a cold and de- 
manding father who even- 
tually pushed him into a love- 
less marriage. 

Prince Charles father, the 
Duke of Edinburgh, granted 
a newspaper interview to say 
he had never aired family 
business in public, and neith- 
er had Queen Elizabeth con- 
sidered a sound rebuke of his 

son's candor. , . 

Last on the years ro>ai 
publishing bandwagon was 
“Diana. Her New L.fe. a 

sequel bv author Andre 

Morton to his !992 book : 
"Diana. Her True Story, 
which portrayed the pnn^«- 
as a lonely, desperate woman 
tranced in a loveless mar 
riageTwho had tried smcide- 
The new Morton bo«jk P^" 
trays an entirely new .Diana, 
happy and free, thinking ab 
out remarrying and * J? 
more kids but not , , u ld 
about divorce, which wouM 

raise major legal “ .,: t £ h er 
lions having to do with ne 

future as queen. 

The current queen 
meanwhile suffcn "S t0 
for allowing w, '£ a j5 wind- 

SS?££SS» , --« 100 

million barrels of oil 


By Velisarios Kattoulas 
Reuter 

TOKYO — Could it happen 
in Japan? 

Listen to Nozomi Sato (not 
her real name), who likes 
nothing hetter than a mari- 
juana joint to soothe her 
nerves after a hard day's 
work in the heart of Japanese 
industry. 

“I don't drink, don't steal, 
and don't create trouble, so 
what's wrong with smoking 
joints?'-' she asks. 

Police, drug counsellors 
and a journalist who inter- 
viewed scores of drug users 
and dealers this month for a 
major magazine, are hearing 
her question more and more 
and shuddering at what may 
lie ahead. 

“When 1 was at Kyoto Uni- 
versity 10 years ago there 
were just two types of 
Japanese using drugs: artist 
types and yakuza (gangs- 
ters).” said Hiromichi 
Ugaya. whose article on 
Japanese drug use has set off 
a debate about whether this 
country is headed down a 
familiar road. 

“Now it seems like every- 
body from high-school and 
university students to typical 
'salarymen (white collar 
workers) and housewives are 
doing drugs." said Mr. 
Llgaya. who returned home 
tnJuly after two years at New 
York's Columbia University. 

“It's now as easy to buy 
drugs in Tokyo as it is in 
New York.” he said. 

Shigemi Hirano. deputy 
director of the National 
Police Agency's (NPA) drug 
enforcement division, said 
many Japanese were gening 
"a taste for drugs" in Amer- 
ica. Europe and South East 
Asia and then continuing to 
use them back in Japan. 

Some social workers be- 
lieve the problem is homeg- 
rown as Japanese turn to 
drugs to escape the cradle-to- 
grave demand for hard work 
and discipline. 

In response to the demand, 
and in a search for new in- 
come to overcome Japan's 
recession, mobsters are in- 
creasingly turning to drug 
smuggling and dealing. Mr. 
Hirano said. 

Police believe that as the 
European ■and- 'American- 
%d«Ig.«rra?keJa> become -more 
difficult because of crack-- 
downs. Latin American and 
Chinese gangs are targeting 
Japan. 


Japan heading down a familiar drug road 



“It’s now as easy to buy drugs in Tokyo as It is in New York” (Fite photo) 


Drug dealers with portable 
phones now hang around in 
many big Tokyo parks. They 
usually ask customers to stash 
money in one place while 
they stash drugs elsewhere. 

Police admit drug use is 
rising, but insist it is not yet a 
big problem. 

""Drug use in Japan has 
been rising since the early 
- 1970s when the hippie move- 
-1m- nt- *■ o ff- i n'-'A me nca?* ' ' 

said Mr. Hirano. “But it's not 
a problem like it is m Amer- 
ica. Japanese police seized 
hundreds of kilos of drugs 


last year, while American 
police probably seized hun- 
dreds of tonnes." 

Despite the relatively small 
seizures, drugs are not new to 
Japan. It was Japanese chem- 
ists who back in the mid- 
I St Ills discovered metamphe- 
tamines — or speed. 

In World War 11 Japanese 
authorities gave "speed" to 
arms factorv ■ workers. - to 
-•■nWTJe- the* nrf •WiSrk ;: more and 
there has always been spe- 
culation that drugs were 
given to the "kamikaze 
suicide pilots to lessen 


their fear of going t«> die. 

Like- drug seizures, drug- 
related arrests are also small 
bv international standards. 
‘In 1993 less than 
people were arrested. 15.252 
for speed. 1.933 for canabis. 
and 312 for cocaine and he- 
roin. 

But Father Roy 

Assenheimer. co-founder m 
1985 of rhe Drug Addiction 
■ • * Refi-wB Hira-t vo-ri' Centre 

(DARC). said that the num- 
ber of users is probably much 
higher, and likely to rise 
further. 


By Jane Arraf 
Reurer 

NEW YORK — When Carl 
Sagan was a child, he looked 
up at the stare and wondered 
what was out there. Now the 
celebrity astronomer looks 
back at the view of Earth 
from outer space and won- 
ders whether there will be 
anything left here. 

Mr. Sagan's latest book, 
-Pale Blue Dot", examines 
the planet we live on, a tiny 
speck of dust in a vast uni- 
verse, and warns that we 
must reach out and colonise 
other worlds before it’s too 

late. „ . _ 

According to Mr. 5agan 
there is now a consensus 
among scientists that the 
odds of a major asteroid 
slamming into Earth are alar- 
mingly high — much higher 
than being killed in an airline 
crash or winning a lottery 

^“The probability that the 
Earth will be hit by a 

civilisation-threatening small 


world in the next century is a 
little less than one in a 
thousand," Mr. Sagan told 
Retuers in a recent interview. 
“The probability of dying on 
a random commercial airline 
flight is one in two million." 

The impact, which Mr. 
Sagan likens to the catas- 
trophe 65 million years ago 
which many scientists believe 
wiped out the dinosaurs and 
much of other living things on 
Earth, would send up a thick 
pall of particles, darkening 
and then cooling the Earth — 
wiping out the agricultural 
base that feeds the Earth’s 
more than five billion people. 

The U.S. House of Repre- 
sentatives' Science Commit- 
tee has proposed requiring 
the U.S. space agency NASA 
to map by the year 2005 all 
Earth-approaching comets 
and asteroids but rhe bill has 
not been passed. 

“We live amidst a swarm of 
comets and asteroids and 
sooner or later a group of 
them is going to hit us," said 
Mr. Sagan. “If we wish to 


No Israeli nomination yet 

(Continued from page 12) 

international cooperation. 

Mr. Bentsur said Israel had 
offered Jordan to provide ex- 
pertise in the areas of agricul- 


atti rude towards implementa- 
tion of the agreements be- 
tween the two countries. 

Mr. Bentsur told The Jeru- 
salem Post that Majali had 
been quoting criticism of the 
peace process levelled by 
opposition members of the 
Jordanian parliament. 

“On the contrary,” he con- 
tinued, “we had the impress- 
ion that King Hussein and the 
government are coping very 
well with the criticism. They 
expressed the hope that va- 
rious processes would be 
soeeded up but in absolutely 
no way did they express any 
complaints." 

Bentsur said the meeting 
had been held to discuss 
Israel’s role in projects of 


ture and housing. 

Moshe Hananel, director 
of Galilee Tours, responded 
yesterday to reports of critic- 
ism from Jordan by saying 
that Israeli tourism had pro- 
vided a shot in the arm to the 
Jordanian tourism industry. 

Majali had been quoted as 
saying that Israeli tourists 
came for only one day and 
brought food with them, but 
Hananel said Israelis who 
bring their own food do so for 
reasons of K ash rut. 

“The Muslim elements in 
Jordan understand the prob- 
lems of Kashrut," Hananel 


prevent that disaster we are 
going to have to be in space." 
he said. 

That would mean in- 
creased space exploration, 
manned and robotic — not an 
easy feat in an era of cost- 
cutting and a climate in which 
NASA receives less than five 
per cent of the funding of 
U.S. defence spending. 

But while space explora- 
tion, still in its infancy, has 
found no signs of life in this 
solar system, many scientists 
believe that beyond our tiny 
comer of the galaxy, the vast 
universe must be brimming 
with life. 

"... for all our conceits 
about being the centre of the 
universe we live in a routine 
planet of a humdrum star 
stuck away in an obscure 
comer... on an unexceptional 
galaxy which is one of about 
100 billion galaxies," Mr. 
Sagan said, summing up one 
of the messages of “Pale Blue 
Dot." 

'That is the fundamental 
fact of the universe we in- 


said, referring to the fact that 
Muslims have similar restric- 
tions. 

He said that, since the 
peace treaty was signed, ab- 
out 13,000 Israelis have vi- 
sited Jordan, 7,500 with his 
company. Most, he said, had 
stayed in four- and five-star 
hotels. 

He said Jordan bene fitted 
from visa fees and entry fees 
to Petra, and that hotels, bus 
companies, and souvenir 
shops have also benefitted, 
especially during the present 
slack season. 

However, Ziv Spector, 
director of Tzel Miabar, a 
desert tour company which 
wants to set up a desert tour 
centre with a Jordanian com- 
pany, said the influx of Israeli 
tourists has resulted in prob- 
lems for the Jordanians. 


habit and it is very good for 
us to understand that,” he 
said. 

Although manned space 
exploration has stalled in the 
25 years since the United 
States — in what Mr. Sagan 
describes as a cold war power 
play — sent men to the 
moon, some are still reaching 
out and listening. 

For a NASA programme 
to listen for radio waves in 
space for signs of intelligent 
life, private donors have 
come up with $7 million to 
revive the project, which will 
hit the intergalactic air from 
Australia next year. 

Somewhere in space, the 
two Voyager spacecraft in 
their journey through the 
milky way. are carrying gol- 
den phonograph records with 
greetings in 59 human lan- 
guages and one whale lan- 
guage and Earth sounds rang- 
ing from a pygmy girl's initia- 
tion song to Chuck Beny's 
rock tune “Johnny b goode”. 

Mr. Sagan, whose books 
and television programmes 

Spector is about to leave for 
talks with Osman Masri, 
director of Wadi Tours in 
Jordan. 

Spector said the wave of 
Israeli tourists has swamped 
the relatively limited Jorda- 
nian infra-structure and re- 
sulted in wild competition 
among Jordanian tour com- 
panies, which have slashed 
their profit margins in an 
effort to attract Israelis. 

“They would like to see a 
better class of Israeli tourists 
spread out over the next five 
years or so, but that is some- 
thing that no one can arrange 
for them.” 

Tourism Minister Uzi 
Baram said yesterday it is too 
early to judge the effects of 
peace on tourism between 
the two countries, Israel 
Radio reported. 


"You have to remember 
that denial a very impor- 
tant pan of Japanese socie- 
ty." said Father Ro>. refer- 
ring to the police's reluctance 
to "admit widespread drug 
use. 

Speaking at a Tokyo cottee 
shop he visits every day. he 
pointed to two men across 
the road. 

••If you asked them._they 
could get drugs lor you-. - fie 
said. 

Father Roy has witnessed a 
lot of suffering since he co- 
founded Japan's first drug 


have explained the mysteries 
of the universe to millions of 
people around the world, 
says we must explore other 
worlds for our own survival. 

We have lost touch with 
the heavens since our ances- 
tors first followed the stars 
and named the days of the 
week after the planets, he 
says. 

"There’s a huge hunger 
that people all over the world 
have to understand science." 
Mr. Sagan said, explaining 
what he said was the astound- 
ing success of "cosmos" — 
the public television series 
which reached half a billion 
people in 60 countries and 
rocketed him to international 
stardom. 

“We arrange a society built 
on science and technology 
and make sure that almost no 
one understands science and 
technology — that's the 
clearest prescription for dis- 
aster imaginable." he said. 

Mr. Sagan, who decries in 
his book what he says is the 


(Continued 
tiers live in the West Bank. 

The intifada, "would prob- 
ably have been less wide- 
spread if policemen were in 
charge of maintaining order 
instead of the army," Mr. 
Shahal said. 

The PLO said meanwhile it 
would ignore a new Israeli 
law banning it from conduct- 
ing political activities in Jeru- 
salem. 

“The new law will neither 
block nor stop any of these 
activities,” according to 
Orient House, the PLO resi- 
dence in East Jerusalem. 

Parliament passed a law on 
Monday preventing the PLO 
rrom naving a mission in 
Arab East Jerusalem or from 
holding public meetings there 


reli.ihilnaii'Mi centre, which 
now has 3 m hr.iiivhcN nation- 
wide treating »ome 5 <<ii peo- 
ple a day. 

"A lot of young people 
take hash and LSD. hut they 
get there from Iving Imokcd 
on something else first." he 
said. 

So lar. rising drug use has 
brought little of the violent 
drug crime that many Amer- 
ican and European cities 
suffer. 

That may he changing. 

This Near there has been an 
unprecedented wave of yaku- 


fear fed by some newspaper 
columnists that once ex- 
traterrestrials know where we 
are "they will come here and 
eat us," says people should 
focus less on astrology and 
more on science. 

The astronomer and astro- 
physicist, now 60. is not rest- 
ing on the runaway success of 
“cosmos" — which was also 
the best-selling book on 
space in the English lan- 
guage. 

In his latest book, subtitled 
“A Vision of the Human 
Future in Space”. Mr. Sagan 
runs through what we have 
learned about the solar sys- 
tem and what we have yet to 
learn. 

The book also answers the 
plaintive question in the Bob 
Dylan song “Blowin' in the 
wind" — how many years can 
a mountain exist before it is 
washed to the sea? (about 10 
million years). 

Since almost dying in a 
botched appendectomy 
several years ago. Mr. Sagan 


from page ll 
without permission. 

Orient House said in a 
statement that the law “will 
not change the status of 
Palestinians in Jerusalem nor 
the Arab character of the 
city, which will forever stay 
the capital of the State of 
Palestine.” 

It said its “political activi- 
ties... will continue without 
any reduction.” 

The law “seriously 
violates” the Israeli-PLO 
autonomy accords as well as 
U.N. Security Council Re- 
solution 252, which "consid- 
ers Jerusalem as part of the 
territories occupied by 


/.i- rob led killing' — 
dcjJ m 2«**i nIioi >nnc>. ie 
Pul kv believe ihe me 
killincs i* linked I" 
shovvmg sharp! v tncr id 
gun smuggling mi-' bn a 
"Drug :md g - .;::' :u ry 
hot n-wv. >,i\> L'-.ivn re- 
plan. co- author <»* 'i a 1st. 
hook about Japan's uto 
world. icy 

Added Father Rov " 
worrying. You look at /his 
ica and in 2n years ihnt of 
be Japan. It seems halis- 
imagine. But there are i i n 
and) guns all over the plSS 


rial 

$ I 

» to 
sm- 

has kept up a steady p; far 
writing, lobbying and ring 
projects in his life-ion- 
sion. ) 

The Pulitzer prize-w 
author, scientist, lectur 
author who helped 
robotic missions for \ . 
is currently finishing a’ •' •*.„ 
with his wife Ann Druy ;^' 
a movie version of his#' .< 
“Contact”. <■•*/ j 

The Warner Brt*' * 
movie about extratem • - 
will be released in 199f 
ring Jodie Foster. Mr. * • 
and Ms. Druyan ar<^, f- 
working on a series of‘2-* * 
nomv books and CD 
multimedia discs ain 
children. 

How to reconcile r 
with warnings of our . - 

position in a vast uni 7 ’ 

"We should listen . ^ 

precisely for rel 
reasons." said Mr. * * - 

"All God promised 
Noah is that he wouk 
us by flooding — there^s jg,, 
guarantees." t(AFP 


Israel." it said. 

The law streng 
Israel's legal grip on t 
whose final status isnted 
negotiated in 1996 w rna- 
Palestinians. **>rd 

is to 

"No change must b ant j 
in the status of the ciUg " 
its institutions before ^. vcr . 
stipulated by secret ness _ 
the Israeli government l0 
ed to the ~PLO." thi a hj n 
mem said. ,ank. 

Israel earlier this y^rab 
firmed it had secretly i’f 
in October 1993 not t : 
the activities of institc cure ri 
East Jerusalem. - But, 

urces. 


Fahd, Assad meet Mubarak 


(Continued from page Jl 


the Israeli-Syrian and Israeh- 
Lebanese negotiations, the 

official told AFP- 

° "Syria believes that this 
israeli-Arab normalization 
considerably weakens the 
Ration of Syria m the nego- 
tiations with Israel, he said. 


asking not to be named. 

Israel earlier this year laun- 
ched diplomatic ties with 
Morocco and Tunisia, while 
the six Gulf Arab states eased 
a trade boycott of the Jewish 
state. 

Mr. Rabin said after his 


Muscat visit that “there are 
openings in various parts of 
the Arab World." 

He praised the “courage 
and imagination" of Oman’s 
Sultan Oaboos and said die 
trip to Muscat would serve as 
an “encouragement of the 
continuation of the peace 

process." 

A Palestinian diplomat 


told AFP the Cairo meeting 
could lead to an Arab sum- 
mit, which would be the first 
to be held in the Egyptian 
capital since August 1990. 

Qatar: No Rabin visit 

Qatar has not agreed to 
host a visit by Mr. Rabin 
after his groundbreaking visit 


to the Gulf Arab state of 
Oman, the official Qatar 
News Agency (QNAl said on 
Tuesday. 

It also quoted Foreign 
Minister Sheikh Hamad Ben 
Jassim Ben Jabr A1 Thani as 
saying Qatar was srodying the 
possibility of setting up an 
Israeli interests office in 
Doha. 


— id to 

France probes Airbus hii^T 

(Continued from page i: 


vealed that security had been 
stepped up around Prime 
Minister Edouard Bahadur, 
after he returned to his Cha- 
monix ski holiday in the 
French Alps following the 
resolution of the hijack crisis. 

Mr. Bahadur called an 
emergency meeting of minis- 
ters and security officials in 


^ plight 

the wake of the enr £S to II 
hijack drama to disi* 
security implication: 
ming from it. 

Mr. Pasqua said t 
security measures w 
taken “in sensitive ar« 
lowing the hijack, 
dined to elaborate 
security reasons. 
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apan’s current account surplus 
ises in Asia, falls in Europe 


fCYO (AFP) — Japan's 
ent account surplus with 

1 jgrew by 20.7 per cent to 
8'btliion In the first half 
he year but the balance 
! Europe revealed some 
op deficits, figures from 
finance ministry showed 
inesday. 

he balance with Britain 
from a surplus to a 
cit, and deficits with 
ice and Italy grew mas- 
Y- A surplus in trade with 
ice was far outweighed by 
:fidt in tourism, 
le current account sur- 
with the United States 
jased by 15.4 per cent to 

2 billion, but the surplus 
the European Union 

owed by 36.8 per cent to 
% billion. 

le already strong surplus 
Asia grew on strong 
;ijs and increased income 
i regional investment, the 
stry said. 

ie ministry’s regional 
kdown of Japan’s ba- 
i % of payments, issued 
? a year, also showed that 
re surplus in the long- 
capital account in the six 
tbs to June mainly re- 
inflows from Britain 


and the United States. 

During the first half, the 
current account surplus with 
Asia, excluding China and 
other communist countries, 
showed the fastest growth for 
any region. 

The overall surplus, 
measuring trade In both 
goods and services, was up by 
1.6 per cent from the figure a 
year earlier to S68.4 billion. 

A ministry official said that 
the sharper increase in the 
imbalance with Asia coin- 
cided with booming exports 
of senhcondnctors to the re- 
gion as well as buoyant ship- 
ments of chemicals, proces- 
sed metals and au tom o t i ve 
parts. As a result, the trade 
surplus alone grew by 17.5 
per cent to S34.6 bUlion. 

Japan's invisible trade de- 
ficit with Asia, measuring 
services such as tourism, 
shr ank from 5920 milli on to 
S67 million, despite sharp in- 
creases in the country’s trans- 
portation and travel deficits 
with the region. 

The main factor behind the 
smaller invisible deficit was a 
surge in investment income, 
which, saw net inflows more 


than double from S1.3 billion 
to S2.9 billion. Such income 
covers both interest and di- 
vidends. 

Japan’s current account de- 
ficits with other major trad- 
ing partners in the Asia- 
Pacific region expanded dur- 
ing the six months. 

The deficit with Qima bal- 
looned from 5531 million to 
51.97 billion, mainly as a 
result of a bigger trade de- 
ficit. 

The deficit with Australia 
expanded by 52.4 per cent to 
51.5 billion, reflecting both a 
larger trade shortfall and a 
smaller surplus in invisible 
trade. 

The trade surplus with 
Germany narrowed by 24.5 
per cent from the figure a 
year earlier to $4.1 tmlion. 

But the imbalance with 
Britain swung from a surplus 
of 52.4 billion to a deficit of 
5312 million. 

Japan's deficits with its 
other major European trad- 
ing partners widened, with 
the deficit with France ex- 
panding 94.7 per cent to 5849 
million and that with Italy 
jumping from S6 million to 


5703 million. 

Other figures released by 
the ministry Wednesday 
showed that the 512.5 billion 
worth of long-term espial 
flowing into Japan duri ng th e 
six-month period had come 
mainly from the United 
States" and Britain. 

The net inflows, which re- 
versed net outflows of 27.4 
frjffinn yen in the same period 
last year, included 512.6 bil- 
lion from Britain and 59-1 
billion from the United 
States, the ministry said. 

Inflows from both coun- 
tries largely reflected heavy 
British and" American buying 
of Japanese securities, about 
524 billion each in net purch- 
ases. 

At the same time. 
Japanese investors slashed 
purchases of securities from 
the United States although 
net purchases of securities 
from Britain rose modestly. 

Other major net inflows 
included 55.9 billion from 
Asia, 55.3 billion from Cana- 
da, 51.8 billion each from 
both France and Australia. 
51.7 billion from Germany 
and 513 billion from Italy. 


Turkey to issue one million 
lira banknote next month 


ANKARA {Rt — Turkey, badj.-.i 
in::>Jucc a one rr 1 :rn i$36c r - 

Agetcy s«d Wedr-esdis. 

Trs note will jv :"t- ^juIwk:- 
year'j after the current larprri s*. 
innc-Juccd. the nrrr*c\ 

The economy :v greawnoy ur.J- 
Mflavafl rate of i:" Net ctn:. pntfrr 
cent tor all of 19^ 


:-:rle-dtjpf inflation, is to 

-'t rwsc. Anatolian New 

" Jan. { 0 , seia than two 
5®l,s.W liras, was 

m *nr.iHf whotettk 
:J in nig to about 1 40 per 


Polish zloty to be partly 
convertible as of Jan. 1 


WARSAW fAFFj — The 
Polish r-rrcncy will 
partial:- convertible a* a! 
Jan. I, l':crr. 2 :ji>iu! Monet- 
ary Fun- '1MF» due! Mich?- 
Camdev-i hxs announced 
Warsaw j!nng with Polctr de- 
puty premier fen '.he cw» 
nomy and finance Grrcg.rra 
Koiodko. 

Mr. Camdessus :c3 jct- 
rri ponder^ til a: the 
would bc.rmc rcrsscrtiKe 
for curre'.: ::ansic:;ons 
"There w.:. Se no exJunge 
res:ncitor.> for aii r-rrsr.: 
transacticr Import - ci- 
ports, rou R‘T. seriKs 4 T2-c 
controls lha: remain app- 
ly onK to ;upta! trv.njd.- 
lions." Mr. c aid 

The IMF r.r.agme direc- 
tor con crammed the r' -’ori 
authorities on - he c..c~ 


4 JnstoRc" decision , and 
said that as of Jan. 1, Poland 

w. x2 pc in a "normal situa- 
rten fa? catmints with a mar- 
ie: economy " 

The change cosncdes with 
introduction of the "heavy 
ale: a inch wtll be cquiva- 
*en?" to H5.«» current zlotys 

x, erf Jan. I. 

Mr. Camdcsua said Po- 
land a very good exam- 
ple" ?n be fdfowed by other 
suuntnei uj transition. m the 
of the suoxu of the 
rcf-Miss* nude in Poland over 
:hr las: five yean. However, 
hr warned Poland against the 
h- 7 -*i raw of iftfUtiori. around 
> ?cr ecn: this scat. which 
he said sredd andcnmiie the 
of th* re- 

frrrsrs. 


exican peso falls anew 


TCO CITY (AFP) — 
Mexican peso fell sharp- 
en Tuesday against the 
ras U.S. officials called 
sudden decline in the 
-icy unjustified, 
survey of Mexico City 
; showed the dollar rose 
high as 6.00 pesos from 
>e of 5.10 to 5.60 Mon- 
In New York, the ex- 
e rate was 5.45 to the 
, representing a 13.4 
,nt drop from” late Fri- 

peso had already lost 
than 30 per cent last 

Washington. U.S. 
ary Undersecretary 
ice Summers S3id the 
in the peso was not 
d. by economic data 
pressed confidence in 
>*s handling of its eco- 

«nt movements in the 
if the 'Mexican peso 
gone considerably 
i what can be justified 
xican economic fun- 


damentals." Mr. Summers 
said. 

"We have confidence in 
the underlying soundness of 
Mexican economic policies." 
he added. 

Mr. Summers said that 
Washington was "in dose 
contact with the Mexican and 
Canadian authorities regard- 
ing the situation in currency 
markets." noting that “excess 
depredation (of the pesol is 
in no one's interest." 

The decline in the peso 
would lower the price of 
Mexican exports to the Un- 
ited States, and some fear 
this couid threaten U.S.- 
Mexican economic ties ar.d 
possibly imperil the Nonfc 
American Free Trade .Agree- 
ment which wen: into effect 
at the star: of !994. 

Last Thursday. Washing- 
ton and Ottawa derided to 
extend a credit line of up to 
S6 billion to Mexico to help 
stabilise the currency. 

But in New York, anaivsu 


said the peso was unlikely to 
recover soon and that O.S. 
investors were cutting their 
links to Mexico. 

“What you see are inves- 
tors continuing to downsize 
their Mexican exposure/’ 
said Joyce Chang of Salomon 
Brothers. 

Bob Lynch of MMS Inter- 
national said the Mexican 
government has to prove it 
can control its own expenses 
and reduce inflation to reas- 
sure investors. In the mean- 
time. he said the peso could 
fail below the rate of six to 
the dollar. 

Analysts in Mexico said the 
decline could create a new 
deb: problem for the country 
reminiscent of the 1982 crisis 
sparked by a fall in crude oil 
prices 

Mexican public debt is esti- 
mated at S75 billion. With 
private and bank debt in- 
cluded. that figure is around 
5130 billion. 


Franco- Algerian economic 
ties to stay on even keel 


PARIS (AFP) — Franco- 
Algerian economic relations 
should remain on the same 
level as in the recent past, 
despite temp o rary suspension 
of transport links between 
France and its former colony. 
French government officials 
say. 

The suspension of air and 
sea travel was ordered by 
France on Tuesday after 
French special forces on 
Monday stormed an Air 
France Airbus sn Marseille 
held by four mihtan: gun- 
men, who had seized the 
plane in Algiers on Saturday 
They freed about hos- 
tages and killed the four gun- 
men. 

French Prime Minister 
Edouard Bailadur said the 
suspension would Uat for 
several days, die time needed 
"to judge the situation and to 
be quite sure that ail sccunty 
measures are in place." 


ina orders broad crackdown on fake money 


NG (R) — China 
fsday announced a 
[ride crackdown on 
tfeit currency, saying 
jation was worsening, 
ers of a new state- 
Knti-Counterfeiting 
jorce met in Beijing 
y and adopted a 
1 strategy that in- 
[broad public educa- 
out fake notes, the 
Xinhua news agency 


"The number of cases of 
fake currency has soared in 
recent years,” Xinhua said. 

One official was quoted as 
saying the fake currency 
problem not only was de- 
teriorating but also “severely 
obstructing normal economic 
and financial order.” 

The strategy calls for 
education through mass 
media and training seminars 
to teach the public and spe- 


cialised personnel and treas- 
ury workers how to tell real 
currency from fakes. 

Most coastal cities are 
awash in counterfeit notes, 
mostly China’s 100-yuan de- 
nomination worth about $12 
each but also high-quality 
5100 bills. 

Police have said many 
fakes are printed in sophisti- 
cated workshops in Taiwan 
and Hong Kong, then smug- 
gled into China by criminal 


gangs or corrupt business- 
men. 

The central People's Bank 
has responded by improving 
the quality of China’s curren- 
cy with better w-ate makers 
and an embedded metal strip. 

Virtually all businesses and 
financial institutions keep 
counterfeit-detection lamps 
wherever they take in cash, 
but some of the best fakes 
defy such screening. 


The suspension concerns 
only passenger traffic, 
according to the French 
Transport Ministry The 
fate of cargo traffic betweer- 
the two countries on Frcnriv 
flag ships or planes ii being 
left up to :he companies con- 
cerned. 

The ministry and :be com- 
panies attend a meeting 
Tuesday to gc*. them to take 
immediate secuntv measures 
in the interest of '"he quick- 
est possible reviimpti-.tt!" of 
cargo shipments by sea 
In fact for the moment , the 
suspension concerns Pniv 
passenger flights of the A;r 
France and Air Imsr Airlines 
as the first stop of the Cone- 
Mcditcrranee C«rrany due 
to sat! to Algeria *s r&’. doe : ' 
depart until Jir» 4 
t>cspitc tcrarow between 
Pam and Alpera osef the 
Airbus era**. Frers* Foreign 
Minister A lam Juppe said 
Tuesday that he did not think 
■■there’ is any reason to 
change the French political 
line vis-a-vis Algeria. " 

Nor should French pcisey 
change on the economic 
level: ••France isn’t going to 
drop Algeria." said one 
French governmemi official. 

And Algerian Ambassador 
to France Horine Djoudi said 
Tuesday that “despite the 
present difficulties, we must 
continue trade and relations 
between the two countries, 
for their own benefit and the 
benefit of all Maghreb coun- 
tries/' 

French financial support 


imits 


, YOUR YOUNGER BROTHER 
ID I DON'T SUCK MY 
UMB OR CLING TO 
ANKET FOR SECURITY.. 

V 


HOORAY 
FOR YOU 


A5 THE YEARS 60 
BY, YOU’LL PROBABLY 
DEVELOP A REAL 
RESENTMENT TOWARD ME. 


And find different 
WAYS TO GET EVEN .. 



t‘n’Jeff 



THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 
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“If I gain any more weight over the 
holidays, i’ll have to wear swaddling 
clothes to the New Year’s party!” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
T. By HNWI Arnold mini Aro<rte*i 
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far :hc AigcrttD government. 
dcncnmoM by the Islamic 
^rposicica, represents 
nt btUon francs (51.2 
Swhc*ru a year And Algeria 
Ntef.a from jmvatc credits 
guaranteed by the French ex- 
po;; insurance agency 
COFACE, w^tj a ceilmg oi 
five rahee: francv sh» year fur 
rxr* crcdia 

AL that cortititutca. "a very 
L"=pcrran: poiitical gesture" 
by the French government m 
vww of mix run by French 
firms m Algera, urt one 
foreigs rrade expen Some 
CLiur.trre* marked by the 
«cse iend of mis. or lessee 
ones do not enjoy vuch 

«Sv4_-:Lija. he wtd 

A ::nr of French treasury 
tea-v acosina for arcrnml a 
hL.op francs. 

TNe toa; amount of pri- 
vate mnlus grankMl to Alger- 
ia and guaranteed by 
COFACE a on the order of 
3* bd'Km francs 1S5.T h!- 
hon'j 

French impacts (mm 
Aigcna. YT per cent of which 
consao of oil and natural 
gas. reached ?.S billion francs 
last year, down a sharp 22 per 
cent from 1992. Exports were 
21.9 billion francs, up one per 
cent from 1992. 

Fcr tfce Bra 1G months o I this 
year. French exports to 
Algeria amounted to iO.b bil- 
lion francs and imports to 0.7 
billion. 

According to the 1993 fi- 
gures, France is Algeria's 
leading foreign supplier and 
its second-best customer. 
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FORECAST FOR THURSDAY, DECEMBER 29. W 

% Thomas S Pwson. Asiro&get. Carrot' rr Fcundasotr 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: You an spend * very happy day at 
borne if you don't allow tone outsider to inicncrc with wnir 
pleasure try chaimng jxjut schedule. AwbJ one who jeakna of you 
and dc»en*t think logically 

ARIES: (March 21 » April W Kind the riftht way tu jfet yuut plan* 
working out advantageous. Know what tl ot that the one y\>u love 
e xpec ts of you a: du* rime 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) H you apply youiwlf senwuly. you 
can gain personal aims quickly and easily . Be sure you pay your own 
way for amuoctnena with friends. 

GEMINI: iM»y 21 to June 21) Know how to^ain grewer jwes»Str *« 
the oucude world, then (ivliow thhnigh with nJcas Spend the evening 
at home with your fawd wci 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) You have fine new 
anbitiens end should jet them in aperatioii as soon as possible 
Yo«i munlxofl is working famously Tor you 

L£Ch (July 22 tu Aufposi 21) Be sure to state your urns with those 
with wtteni you deal m prscucal matters. The cvcniujt can be very 
warm with your mate for romance 

VIRGO: | August 22 to September 22) Be sure you understand your 
partners' ideas and mouvaiioe* Kw better relation between you Be 
tme ami knowledgeable about any projects 

LIBRA: i Sept ember 23 to October 22) Put that phua to work which 
can help to become more efbocw at wui dunes, listen to the ideas 
nf others you come m ctmtaci wuh 
SCORPIO: (Ochiber 2J ;o NowmNrt 25) Tb» ts a good day to 
contact good fnends and plan ihe jractuan. which appeal the most 
ha you Sc 'Try happv with your mate 

SAGITTARIUS: [November 22 to Deremhc* 2l> Bep* w» p*»n tof 
the wcrlcsd so that all wifl jo nnwc imootbh for Wu Invite 
fwonsunjt mthviduah into your home for hW laugiff 

C AMU CORN: (Da’embcr 22 to January 205 Let your mood tie U^a 

in Jcslinj wrth your partners today ami get better rt«ihs on 
•amtiea. Omt wisely so you Jo not get into mnibhr 
AQl’ARlliS: (JAfiuary 21 to February Wl fhrt ti « fine day to delve 
>m<a pracianl matten and tut on the njrht (4an fin gMotflg more 
prospewy and uma in WOT attmtai 
PSCES: (February 2d to March Be more itoACCfAcd with 
personal matters, and do wur best to s«n mwe fondest him. Show 
ifut vnu are food of good f(Knds and tmvutn. 

Bmhitpnc of December. Tutquortc - Zirvon 
•;*- c- -r- <■* 

FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, DECEMBER *. 1 9H 

Sfy rricvrds 5 P&.-scr. Caw Povnetobon 

GENERAL TENOENC1F5: Vntai now, don't ere the appearance 
of trying to find out frtwn cooiparuiifts just what !fK> are trying to do 
« they will rereni it. You wiji feel that want K* get Pul of your 
pffww, but wait 

ARIES: {Mareft 21 Apnl !V 1 Eaity ft* after voui Son ambilkma 
and f am them Complete that mauci with a food incod. Make new 
contacts in the crerunf 

TaI’RCS: (April JO w May JOJ Be wire to Jnyjp you have 

made to fnend* and Wil oaci in the morning Unt the c*et»nfth« a 
happy one with the mk you tone 

GEMINI: (May 2) tp June 2!l Spend the nurtunfi handling 
voeabotul acuviucs sell Hove more i.'iinwdcratton tor your family 
in the rremof and there will he happiness 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 251 Cany o# with talks with 
some {ateuvanng new voniayt* a iSc roormnj CrenjHctc sradict on 
some new. inicresunf course of action 

LEO: (July 22 to August 2!) Early get your Nib paid and make 
coUecuotts which arc possible. Then get into activities wtoeh appeal 
m you the most. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 221 More talks with partners are 
needed before wu can get a g re em ents worked out right Be 
ebarmirg die one you lure tonight. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 225 Lsc neat touch and fine finish 
on tasks you are doing. Get together with dimanuc fellow associates 
for good results. Use your finest ulents 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Show more devotion for 
your mate, and then get right into the tasks ahead of you. Plan 
entertainment with friends and loved ones wisely. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 io December 2!) Handle iMkj 
connected with kin early in the day. Join friends for fun to relieve 
tensions and pressure you are under. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 3)) Clear your desk of all 
that paper work in the morning, ami later you can entertain others 
who can be helpful to you on new activities. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 15J) Take care of important 
business manors, then you can run off to pleasures which please you 
very much and you will be refreshed tor ocxx week. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 205 Early handle that immediate 
affair, then do whatever will improve anv property vou mav hare 
Visii friends early this evening. 

Birtiutonc of December: Turquoise - Zircon 
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A review ~\ 
of economic news 
from the Arabic press 

DEF: 

Jobless 
rate is 28% 

** Development and Em- 
ployment Fund (DEF) 
Director-General Ali Jad- 
dou* said that a field survey 
has shown unemployment 
was standing at 28 per cent. 
The survey showed the high- 
est jobless" rate to be in Am- 
man, Zarqa and Irbid. Per- 
centages of people looking 
for jobs are 38 per cent in 
Amman, 30 per cent in Irbid, 
16 per cent in Zarqa, seven 
per cent in Balqa, four per 
cent in Karak, two per cent in 
Mafraq and one per cent in 
Tafileh. Mr. Jaddoua' said 
the DEF budget for 1995 
amounted to JD 10 million, , 
of which JD 2,5 million to be 
provided by the government 
and the rest by the European 
Union and the German Bank 
for Reconstruction. The DEF 
chief pointed out that 
although the fund was set up 
to help the most needy. 60-70 
per cent of those who re- 
ceived loans were not so dep- 
rived to qualify for the loan. 
Still, DEF financed 894 pro- 
jects for individuals this year 
for a total of JD 3.6 million 
and helped provide 1 .300 job 
opportunities. DEF has spent 
JD 8 million and provided 
4,600 work apportunities 
since it was- set up in 1992. 
The fund aims to finance 
1.500 projects and provide 
3,000 job opportunities next 
year (Al Aswaq). 

☆☆ Trading in shares of the 
Jordan Industrial Resources 
Company and the Jordan In- 
vestment and Finance Bank 
was stopp.ed temporarily 
pending* a decision by the 
minister of industry and trade 
on a price of new shares to be 
privately subscribed in order 
to raisti.,ske jc capital of the.-, 
companies (A! Aswaq). 

The Amman Chamber 
of Commerce is requesting all 
institutions and companies to 
fill a special form it has de- 
signed to collect up-to-date 
information about the com- 
mercial sector. The form will 
be distributed upon payment 
of membership fees for 1995 
(AI Ra’i). 

A five-star hotel will be 
built close to AI Waha circle 
which' i$~now an intersection 
with traffic lights at the end - 
of the Gardens Street (Wasfi 
AI Tel Street). The hotel is to 
be part of an investment in a 
huge complex (AI Aswaq). 

☆☆ The Housing and Urban 
Development Corporation 
will start implementing more 
than 17 projects, estimated to 
cost JD 89 million, at the 
onset of the new year. The 
projects, which include ex- 
pansions at some housing 
estates in S3hab, Ajloun, 
Jerash. Ramtha and Aqaba, 
also cover projects at Abu 
Nseir, Salhiyet A! Abed. AI 
Zawahreh. Marka. Tareq. AI 
Jizeh. Irbid, Umm Qais, 
Karak. Ma'an and Mafraq. 
(AI Ra’i). 

The General Budget De- 
partment is putting the final 
touches on the budgets of 20 
financially and administra- 
tively independent govern- 
ment institutions. The 
budgets of these 20 entities, 
amounting to no less than 
JD 550 million, will be for- 
warded in early January* to 
the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment for review and discus- 
sions. It is the first time that 
budgets of independent gov- 
ernment institutions are sub- 
mitted to the Lower House 
and its Financial Committee 
for debate in response to a 
request by the House (AI 
Ra’i). 

The chairman of the 
Israeli chamber of commerce 
is expected to visit the Km?" 
dom in early January. The 
Israeli official will reportedly 
meet Jordanian officials at 
the Ministry of Industry and 
Trade, chamber of commerce 
and the Federation of tne 
Chambers of Commerce lAi 
Dustour). 

The cost of preparing the 
agricultural policy. Uw 
draft of which was completed 
bv the Ministry of Agncu- 
tiire. is estimated at 

$750,000. to be covered b> 

U.S. financing (Al Dustour). 
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ARAB BARK 

JORDAN RATIONAL BARK 

BASK OP JORDAN 

MIDDLE EAST INVESTMENT BANK. 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BANE 

THE HOUSING BANK 

JORDAN KUWAIT BANK 

JORDAN GULP BANK 

ARAB JORDAN INVESTMENT BANK 

JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK 

UNION BANK FOR SAVING 6 INVESTMENT 

BUSINESS RANK 

JORDAN INVESTMENT & FINANCE n»mr 
BEIT KLMAL SAVINGKIMVESTMENT FOR BOOSING 
AMMAN BANK FOR INVESTMENT 
PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT BANK. 

BANKS SECTOR 


JORDAN FRENCH INSURANCE 
ARAB LIFE S ACCIDENT INSURANCE 
AL-NXSR AL-ARRBI INSURANCE 

INSURANCE SECTOR 


JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 

JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER /NEW 

JORDAN HOTEL & TOURISM 

IRBID DISTRICT ELECTRICITY 

JORDAN HXKSH MINERAL 

ARAB INTERNATIONAL HOTELS 

JORDAN NATIONAL SHIPPING LIMES 

NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 

REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

JORDAN G ULF REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

JORDAN INTERNATIONAL TRADING CEN T E R 

UNITED MIDDLE BAST £ CCMMDDORB HOTELS 

ARAB INTER. FOR INVESTMENT A EDUCATION 

JORDANIAN EXPATRIATES INVESTMENT wn n’ Hf fl 

SERVICES SECTOR 


ATTABQSBP CONST. MATERIAL MANUFACTURING 

THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 

JORDAN PHOSPHATE MIKES 

ZEE ARAB POTASH/HEW 

JORDAN PETROLEUM REPINARY 

THE INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL fi AGRICULTURAL 

THE JORDAN WORSTED KILLS 

ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MA NU FACT URIN G 

THE JORDAN PIPES MANUFACTURING 

ARAB (2EKICAL DETERGENTS INDUSTRIES , 

SPINNING A WEAVING 

RAFIA INDUSTRIES 

DAR AL DANA DEVELOPMENT & INVESTMENT 

ARAB INVESTMENT 6 CNERNATIONAL TRADE 

ARAB ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY 

LIVESTOCK & POULTRY 

GENERAL INVESTMENT 

ARAB PAPER CONVERTING & TRADING 

INTERMEDIATE PBXRO-CHEKXCAL INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN ROCKWOOL INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN INDUSTRIES 6 MATCH/ JIMCO 

NATIONAL CABLE & WIRE MANUFACTURING 

JORDAN SULPSO— CHEMICALS 

ARAB CENTER FOR PHARM. £ CHEMICALS 

KAHTHER INVESTMENT 

UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN INDUSTRIAL RESOURCES OO. 

INDUSTRIAL SECTOR 


GRAND TOTAL 


NO. OF TRADED SHARES IN PARALLEL MARKET 
VALUE TRADED IN PARALLEL MARKET 


no. or 
SHARES 
TRADED 

1220 

46996 

28100 

695SO 

114075 

69650 

1508 

3450 

5O0 

28263 

26700 

25600 

18050 

2SO 

31500 

52000 


VALUE PKEV. CLOSING 
TRADED CLOSING PRICE 
J» PRICE 


222540 

205097 

106780 

109209 

342133 

397027 

4509 

5486 

1846 

104565 

233500 

89949 

87490 

780 

47162 

88352 


Jordan Loan Guarantee Corporation 
helps small businesses get credits 


182.250 

4.350 

3.800 

1.570 

2.980 

5.650 

2.990 

1.600 

3.550 

3.700 
5.000 
3.500 
4.830 
3.090 
1.510 

1.700 


181.500 
4. 480 
3.800 
1.590 
2.900 

5.700 
2.990 
1.590 

3.700 

3.700 
5.000 
3.630 
4.850 
3.120 
1.490 

1.700 


517412 1946421 INDEX NUMBER; 157.78 

CHANGE i -0.10* 

1350 3353 2.SS0 2.4 BO 

1050 2715 2.600 2.540 

1200 5930 4.800 5.000 

3600 11998 INDEX NUMBER: 138.21 

C HANGE i -0.15* 

4705 7156 1.530 1.520 

5350 7962 1.490 1.490 

464 3013 6.500 6.500' 

100 97 .930 .970 

4035 9240 2.180 2.290 

100 480 4.900 4.800 

1050 3300 3.150 3.140 

4400 10552 2.390 2.420 

1000 1350 1.350 1.350 

6013 7267 1.210 1.200 

500 513 1.030 1.020 

49600 118973 2.410 2.400 

18850 65970 3.500 3.490 

500 722 1.420 1.450 

96667 236593 )SDBX NUMBER: 131-39 

CHANGE : -0.571 


832 

198606 

44554 

4258 

11611 

2275 

22334 

84490 

2700 

15523 

1080 

9703 

21945 

17725 

145648 

35413 

19500 

2533 

708 

107800 

9910 

11430 

67390 

3925 

9410 

875 

37430 

640 


1.240 

2.870 

2.940 

5.500 

9.300 
4.600 
7.800 
5.120 
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FOR RENT 

Many apartments and villas 
furnished and unfurnished. 
We aiso have many listings of 
villas, flats, and buBdng tots 

FOR SALE 

Commercial and 
— residential. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810605/810609 
810520 
Fax: 810520 
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STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour film at 
our stop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 
atae 30% invar 
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• Prom ooiargm- 
moot 20 x 30 cm 

Shndsani « Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 
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By Suleiman At- Khalk H 
Reuter 

AMMAN — A Jordanian 
company, backed by the cen- 
tral bank as its major share- 
holder, has begun providing 
novel backing for small busi- 
ness credit traditionally shun- 
ned by private banks, offi- 
cials said Wednesday. 

“The company’s aim is to 
encourage commercial banks 
to extend credit facilities to 
small and medium-sized 
businesses," Jamal Salah, 
general manager of Jordan 
Loan Guarantee Corpora- 
tion, told Reuters. 

Jordan Loan Guarantee 
Corporation was set up re- 
cently as a public sharehold- 
ing company with a seven 
million dinar ($9.9 million) 
capital — three million dinars 
($4.2 million) from the Cen- 
tral Bank of Jordan. 

The rest of the capital 
came from two other govern- 


ment bodies, 17 private 
banks, the chambers of com- 
merce and industry and two 
insurance companies. 

The companv superceded a 
$5 million U.S. Agency for 
International Development 
grant project to Jordan ro 
support small entrepreneurs. 

Mr. Salah said Jordan's 
banks have traditionally been 
interested in large customers 
who “were less risky and 
more profitable . ” He said 
they shied from lending to 
entrepreneurs and small busi- 
ness who lacked traditional 
real estate collateral. 

The company's strategy 
was to help banks to provide 
venture capital for entre- 
preneurs in productive sec- 
tors, especially women to in- 
crease their participation in 
the workforce. 

It has finalised loan 
guarantee accords with 17 
private banks setting indi- 
vidual quarterly-adjusted 


loans ceilings. 

The company charges 1.5 
per cent fees from the loans it 
guarantees to cover default 
provisions. Additional in- 
come comes from invest- 
ments. 

Mr. Salah said banks cur- 
rently tend to give two-year 
loans and the company's 
loans extended to a max- 
imum of six years, usually 
with a year’s grace period. 

Officials statistics show 
that 90 per cent of Ionian's 
total industrial firms are 
small to medium sized. There 
are over 16,000 such firms. 

Bankers say the company 
had strong government back- 
ing as pan of efforts to in- 
crease economic growth and 
cut an official 14 per cent 
unemployment rate in a 
peace era with Israel. 

The company default 
guarantees cover 75 per cent 
ot loans under 2O,O0O dinars 
($28,450) and 50 of its upper 
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Bargain-hunters charge the shops on London’s in the current hard economic clim a t e for 
Oxford Street Tuesday, the first day of the retailers, the starting date was moved forward 
annual after-Christmas sales at the city’s big (AFP photo) 

stores. The safes used Co start in January, but i 
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^^^FtaLOTEL 
^SECURITY 
^HOSPITALITY 
^GASTRONOMY . 


Cafe' 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 
ELITE CAFE 

Swoifiyah 


.n r.*:s 


>r<Li»l A £«• ajJU-i jIA 

^ n\ — Yft X 

863944 - 816690 


CHEN’S 

CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Monogolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel.: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Opes daily I2M - 330 p.m. 
6-JO - Midnight 

Air Conditioned Hall 



Tel.: 6 Se:S'. Jata A', njnerr 
\ AK*a S! • A^m »- ' 





The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
In Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls Schools 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 p.m. 
7:00 — midnight 
Tel.: 638968 


SZECHWAN GARBENS 
CHINESE RE9TABRANT 

typical CMnasa Foods 


T HOTEL 


9 Superior Hotel Services for 
Businessmen & Families & its 

NeGrEsCo BaR 

9 Good Drinks & 
Excellent Snacks 
©Open Noons 
& Evenings 


Jabal A ! Weht i e i 1/ 1 0 1.637 10.1/637)02 



| ()po.lL30 - kX>*6&.U*ik | 

Tkkm away b avnJZaMs 

Sh* M-Anb Slnat 
Um umainah Conmudal Certte 

TeL' 881174 

L face lasted Alwajjs Lwed. 


Saientino 

RESTAURANT 


For Your Stay in Amman 

I Quality Furnished Flats | 



Deluxe Villas 
& Apartments 
in Amman 


One and Two Bedroom® | 
Reasonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 

5th Circle 
674563 - 674551 


REAL ESTATE 

Tel. 864230 

Fax. 864231 


181:692505. 891146 /ExL 116 
Fax: 699080 , Wasfi AJ-Tel St 
Abu Hart) comuercsa! center 
Second floor 


ceiling of 40.000 dinars- 
($56,900) loans. 

Mr. Salah said the com-;, 
pany did not give 100 per cent - 
loans to ensure banks, by ■ 
taking part of the risk, study 
the feasibility of small busi-. 
ness projects before granting . 
loans. 

Official figures estimate . 
the cost of creating one small 
business job at 2.500 dinars . 
($3.5601 compared to 6.500 . 
dinars ($9,2501 for medium- . : 
sized firms and 30,000 
($42,670) for large-scale in--;, 
dustry. 

SABfC^94 
profits likely 
up to $800m 

DUBAI <R) — Saudi Ara- 
bia's industrial giant, Saudi 
Arabian Basic Industries ; 
Corporation (SAB1C), is 
likely to make a profit of ■ 
three billion rivals (>800 mil- 
lion) in 1994, its chairman has ’ 
said. 

Abdul Aziz Al Zamel. who - 
is also electricity and industry 
minister, told a board of 
directors meeting in Riyadh 
that SABIC's production 
capacity in 1994 rose to 20 j 
million tonnes a year from 17 ' 
million in 3993. ** 

He did not give a break- i 
down of the type of products. 
SABIC produces mainly pel- 
rochemicals. plastics, fertilis-;' 
ers and steel. 

“SABIC’s net profit for the _ 
year is likely ro be over three ” 
billion riyals (S800 million), - j 
about a billion more than last J 
year's, because of our * 
achievements in production 
and marketing.” a SABIC 
statement quoted Sheikh 
Zamel as saying. 

Its 1993 profit stood at 2.12 . 
billion riyals ($565 million). 

SABIC, which accounts for ' ’ 
five per cent of total world 
production of petrochemic- 
als. has embarked on a mas- 
sive expansion programme to 
raise its production capacity. ^ 
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MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking. 
Best Service. 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. near Baytuna 
Housing Estate 
Open from: 

12 noon * 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - 11:30 p.m. . 
Tel.: 861838 * 


"The flossiest Of 
The flossiest ! 
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Kurdi Stores 

Suwaifiah Tel. 8271 Of” 
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K.J» leads Suns to final-second victory 


g ALLAS CR) — The veteran 
Phoenix Suns taught the 
f y°“ng Mavericks a lesson in 
finishing when they erased a 

• five-point deficit in the last 52 
seconds a 15-foot jumper 

• from the corner with 3.7 
seconds left for the game- 

= winner. 

• “We’ve been running that 
play all night long.” Kevin 

= Johnson said of the pick and 
1 roll that set up his shot. “I got 
: a good look at the basket. 1 
■ just had to make the right 
i decision whether to shoot the 
•.jumper or get the ball inside 
\ to Charles (Barkley). I got a 
i good look at it and it just 
i went in.” 

■. Jimmy Jackson missed a 
{jumper at the buzzer for Dal- 
:1SS. 

f That wasn’t the shot Dallas 
'coach Dick Mona would 
have preferred. “You want to 
{go to the hole and put it in 
(the hands of the referee or 
make them play defence,” 
'said Motta. 

- Johnson led Phoenix with 
i2$ points and 11 assists. 
(Barkley added 22 points and 
<15 rebounds for the Suns. 
* ho have won seven of eight 
■;ince Johnson’s return from 
<he injured list, 
i Jackson scored 31 points 
iind Jamal Mashbum had 30 
;or Dallas, which shot a 
eason-high 57 per cent from 
V.e field. 

_ Rookie Jason Kidd had 16 
Vists but hit just two for 10 
‘pm the field for the Mavs. 
5io have dropped four in a 

. In Houston. Hakeem Ola- 
J.won had 35 points. 16 re- 
funds, and eight assists to 
; ad the Rockets to a 105-93 
flumph over the Atlanta 
awks, spoiling Lenny Wil- 
mas' bid to tie red Au- 
bach's record for most 
•reer NBA coaching victor- 



’ Wiikens entered the game 
th 937 victories over his 


Orlando Magic centre S ha q mile O’Neal # 32 
stumbles after he was fouled by Miiawaukec 

22-vear coaching career, one 
short of the 9 j$ posted by- 
Auerbach. The Hawks next 
play San Antonio Thursday. 

F^en Norman had 2S points 
2nd 11 rebounds to pace 
Atlanta. 

In Chicaeo. Pooh Richard- 
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Milwaukee 

98 

Detroit 

88 

New York 

99 

New Jersey 

91 

Orlando 

103 

.Miami 

83 

LA Clippers 

95 

Chicago 

92 

Phoenix 

119 

Dallas 

118 

Houston 

105 

Atlanta 

93 

San Antonio 

119 

Charlotte 

108 

Indiana 

95 

Denver 

91 

Golden State 

129 

LA Lakers 

105 

Sacramento 

102 

Portland 

101 


Bucks # 
photo) 

son scored 21 points as the 
Los Angeles Clippers scored 
a 95-92 victory over the Bulls. 

The Clippers held the Bulls 
to one field goal in the final 
5:42. snapping a five-game 
losing streak and winning a: 
Chicago for the first time 
since January 1979 — 17 
games and nearly 16 years. 

Toni Kukoc scored 21 
points and Scottie Pippcn 
2dded 19 for the Bulls Pip- 
pen was ejected late in the 
second quarter for arguing 
with referee Terr. Durham 
In Orlando, the Maer. 
used an 1S-2 fourth-quar.c: 
burst to remain unbeaten a: 
home with a 1 03- S3 win over 
the Miami Heal. 

Shaauille O'Neal scored > 
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ENJOY NEW YEAR'S EVE GALA DINNER 
ATKANZAMAN 


To The Sounds Of The ASIA Band 


Ticket Price JD 30.000 


Many Prizes To Be Won 



,Q 


For reservation please call : 

666533 - 663606 - 08591428 - 08591478 


CJi 



22 forward Johnny Newman i AFP 


points, crabbed li rebounds 
and blocked four shots, and 
Anfcmcc Hardawawy added 
19 points for the Magic, who 
improved thc:r NBA-bcst re- 
cord to 22-5 

At New Jersey. John 
Starks stored five cl ho 22 
pants during a :4-*J third- 
quarter run jr-.J Charles 
smith added 2-. ! a-, the New 
York K ■•r.-ipprd r. five- 
ramc lesir.i v'.reak their 
li.ngest rr: t--jr -.r.irv with a 
w:r. cr the Nets 

Sfork* hit 4-..:- 5 ‘-pi..:r.:cn. 
F’atrick had I ! » plants 

:;r.d Detck iiaJ-'C added iV 
The Krti.'k*, acre without for- 
ward Charles Oakley, who 
ifo:' :..c ^.urzerv earlier tch 
Ja'. 

Chris Mams wo red 21 
pv.T5 !•••- New Jerwr;. . which 
was plai.:r.K .ts fifth straight 
game without leading scorer 
and rebounder Derrick Cole- 
mar. (hand injury*. 

At Detroit. Vin Baker 
scored 24 points as the Mil- 
waukee Bucks snapped a 10- 
game ro3d losing streak with 
a 9S-SS wirc-to-wirc victory- 
over the Pistons. 

Teny Mills had 23 points 
and 1 1 rebounds for the Pis- 
tons. who lost for the fourth 
straight lime at home. 

In An Antonio. David 
Robinson scored 30 points. 
Chuck Person had 21 and 
Vinny Del Negro 20 to help 
the Spurs win their seventh 
straight, 119-108 over the 
Charlotte Hornets. 

The Spurs are 6-0 since 
Dennis Rodman returned 
from his suspension for con- 
duct detrimental to the team. 

The Hornets played the 
entire second half 'without 
starting centre Alonzo 
Mourning, who tvristed an 
ankle. Larry Johnson had 29 
points had 12 rebounds for 
Charlotte. 

In Sacramento, Spud 
Webb’s fadeaway jumper 
with two seconds remaining 
lifted the Kings to 102-101 
triumph over the Portland 
Trail Blazers. 

Mitch Richmond had 30 
points and Olden Polynice 
scored 21 for the Kings. 

At Golden State. ’Tom 
Gugliorta and Tim Hardaway 
had 20 points each to lead 
seven Warriors in double fi- 
ires in a 129-105 rout of the 
,-os Angeles Lakers. 
Hardaway had 15 assists 
ir the Warriors, who led all 
le way and have won two 
traight after a 10-game los- 
ing streak. 

Cedric Ceballos led the 
Lakers with 24 points. 

In Denver. Rick Smits 
scored a season-high 33 
points and grabbed 14 re- 
bounds to lead the Indiana 
Pacers to a 95-91 win over the 
Nuggets. 

Mahmoud Abdul-Rauf had 
23 points to lead Denver. 


Debut 

blunder 

hands 

Forest 

victory 

London jap?- — nj*« 
w..-h coalkeerrr A indy 
V...r\ha2 made ..r\c mistake 
ir. otherwtte f.awiesa dc- 
fc- 1_: performance when hrj 
p; : poiv.iaair.i iiiv?wcd 
NV.-wegian Ur Serves 
to --ore direct z -‘er- 
ne: :o give Nc”:r.gham 
Fore;-: a ~I-v» v-trety a: the 

Cir- Grrund Ttxviav 

Marshall w is p re ssed 
intc ar^un :e the epemr.g 
min u =s of a ganrr that 
Fore: domina^J through- 
out after Br.-ar Gar.n was 
stretched off with a 
cated ankle. 

Ap_rt tract that i.te Uul 
error five minutes after the 
break wfcer. he was fe-ft 
flapprr.c :r. no-ir-i** '.md 
as Bch itch's corr.:.' sw-jrtg 
in at back r * «. the 
young keeper kept ha '.:3c 
in the £-”.c w**h a itn r.z of 
cxccller.t s^ves. ::‘.du2;r& 
one to kerr :u: 2 ferae rjz 
swcrvmE frec-kick f:.?m 
Stuart Pc- .e- 

Whilc I iu:th-r:a4cd 
r crest car. travel !c Writ 
Ham Saturdav emfidert ci 
a third vjctcrv :r. fcjr 
,SVr»: j w;Ii have 
to vh.-w far greater enter- 
prise ;f thev arc to awnd a 
third -defeat 

when :hc> entertain New- 
castle 

Latiicf :r. the <ii‘« T-?t- 
tenharr. Hotspur to»>i. 'die;: 
unbeaten rur. :c vcvcr. 
games with a v-C draw 
against LcnArn r.volv Cr*s- 
!ai Paare but ra**e the;r 
fans ;:::;e t r v-Pecr ;r. i 
iarge Iv drear, cnr^ur.ter 
ttut yielded _n \ a handful 
uf goai op^-rturtsUri 

Palace. wfJt-'u: a lea^.e 
goal !c: aim ns! 
months, ban.'cd their way 
!••■ fheis second -draw s. 
24 hujri ahd earned a pern: 
that could pe.-r.T ’-'.fi. -Jt 
their figs: for Prcm^rvtip 

witvtvjU 

!l was a fmcrapng after- 
ncen for Tor.rrdsint. wtw 
were anahSe to build .u 
Mvndi)'* 2-0 win at Npf- 
wreh. but it xncther 
game whKn highlighted 
their defeevive improve* 
men: under manage: Gerry 
Franca. 

Spurs have now kepi 
dean sheets :n three suc- 
cessive games — a feat they 



U-rrrp^xd’i Rabttt Fowicr urMcbts fafl lewgih to shoot whUst Letorter Uly gowMe Koia 
Poole to save the that (AFP photo) 



MmduaBw VaM’s Nkky Baft taabks after w tt dto | with CWto'i Andy Myess 
i AFP photo! 


never managed under 
rrarsctV pfcdcceiuu.it. Owe 
A:±ic5 

Francis expressed hts div 
appr.^vii of having to play 
:-*v games within 24 hours 
but was happy with his 
s.-Je's pcffi^rmancc. saving. 

"I'm just delighted that 
»c have kept another dean 
sheet zf.J kept our run 
I’ve heeft delighted 
with :bc commitmcni of the 
payers " 

Pauce keeper Nigel Mar- 
ts-? denied Spun dieir best 
eftonor n the game when 
he produced a save of the 
highest quality to turn 
David Howells 1 shot over 
the bar. 

3ut ;t was the v'oitors 
who rr.igh: have emerged 
victones when shortly be- 
fore fuil-time Ricky New- 
man drilled a low shot 
across the Tottenham six* 
yard box that somehow 
managed to elude the 
queue of Palace players 
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FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT- 
IN SHMEISANI 

180m 2 ffar ra^rg 3 fcesrcorr.s. 2 large salons. 3 
bathrooms. 2 ve'arcas rrcoerr. kitchen, central 
heating, compete femtitre. *&ephone and lift. 
Locazed near A! Maqsura Hotel 
and just 100m away from Safeway 

Call 675598 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH GMA3 SKARi? 
& 7AMNAH H3ISCM 
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Nonh £a»j South West 

1 * Pass 2 P — 

** P*» ? 

co yea sui .*■* 

A. — -Dra’i raisar j 

d'.‘.:!etuD h'-aor— \j.*-i r-.vlde*j- 
l,v r.avt a poor fr. _*-rars jpa* s=.'. 

'■ this aaction. Wj .ir.-’: --■.«/ j 
:■ - .'■—.? M fo-r r^a-. aJ-.Krip!- 
: n it cot do *tas 
•r/— BJiny ra;r.i.T.-_ = baryta par.- 
~f' swds'- »'.c product « 

If you have » u7itn*.Jie 
iry an exp br* tor. t® u f tire 
- .o vet why. dr-, 

Q 4!— Nestor v-Umb»=: 

>*”J holu. 

♦K43 'A& AQJS3 

V'-hai u. you; n^H 

A. — Even if J -T-: rarger fjx 
n'l-ir^inp r^pea^s fc:d J >1 
hard :*. cruch to- «Tr_2^ W 
prime -.nlut* ar:C p.-v-.c f ; v. 
van. i- worx. r.rartr ^ j.._-.*^ 
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SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Senna crash hearing delayed 

ROME (AFP) — Coun hearings ai Bologna into former 
world motor racing champion Ayrton Senna's death at the 
San Marino Grand Prix on May 1st have been postponed to 
January. A coun official said the accident investigators had 
yet to complete their findings. He would not say whether 
anyone would be charged. 17 k Brazilian was killed when 
his' Williams rammed a wall at 200m ph. 

Search underway for French yachtswoman 

SYDNEY (AFP) — Organisers of the BOC solo round the 
world yacht race initiated a search and rescue operation off 
the South Australian coast for French yachtswoman 
Isabelle Autissier Thursday. Organisers said that the 
emergency beacons on Auiissier's yacht. Ecureuil Poitou 
Charantes II, the one-time leader of the BOC race, were 
triggered at 1745 AEDT (0&46 GMT). The race com- 
munications headquarters in Charleston. South Carolina, 
has begun emergency communication procedures, but has 
not made contact with the experienced French sailor. At 
last report. Autissier was about **20 nautical miles south- 
east of the South Australian coast. 

Mexico enters World Cup race 

ZURICH (AFP) — Mexico have made a bid to hold the 
2002 World Cup. FIFA said Wednesday. Japan and South 
Korea had been fighting a two-horse race for the final* 
which FIFA president Joao Havclange has said should go 
to Asia. However Mexico, who hosted two successful 
tournaments in 1970 and 1986, might upset the running- 
The three countries have until Feb. 28 to confirm their bids 
after seeing the conditions laid down by FIFA, who will 
make their decision in June, 19%. 

Yugoslavs make Argentina struggle 

BUENOS AIRES (AFP) — Argentina, rebuilding slowly 
under new coach Daniel PassareHa. struggled to beat 
Yugoslavia 1-0 in a friendly football international Tuesday. 
Sebastian Rambert scored a lucky 2 1st minute goal when 
fellow striker Ariel Ortega’s mishit centre caught the 
Yugoslav defence unawares. But Yugoslav goalkeeper 
Goran Pandurovie was good enough anything Pussarella's 
side could muster and the Yugoslavs, prompted by Dragan 
Stojkovic in midfield, had the better of the second half 
Yugoslavia were beaten 2-0 in Brazil last week in their firat 
international for nearly three years following the lifting of a 
U.N. sporting embargo. 
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Cinema Tel.: 634144 
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Cinema Tel: 677420 

CONCORD 

Tel 6IS274 . 61JC75 

ammoun theatre 
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Tel.: 675571 

Itabil A1 NUshini Theatre 
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Nabil A Hi$hamT> Tel • 

AH LAN THEATRE 

Presents: A world famed 
movie picture worth 
watching; 

THE FL1NTSTONES 

Shows: 1230. 330. 6:15. 8:30. 10-J0 

The Lion King 

for children only 

Shows: 10:30. 12:30. 3:30. 5:00. 6:15 

Roddy Piper — Billy Blanks ■ 
in 

Ba^k in Action 

Shows. 8.30. 10:30 

CONCORD ‘r 
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the SPECIALIST 
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CRUSH 

Shows: 3:15. 5:15 

will soon present: 

Mousa Hiiazin 

(SUM’AA) 

^m^: S f il rlCa ’ pollMca ' 

Hi (Citizen 

f 

Presents 

Abu Awwad 

In the social comedy 

Punctured Bag 

The theatre Is closed on 
Mondays 

Tickets are available all 
day 

Presents: 

The political satire: 

At Salam Ya Salam 
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New York Giants' David Meggett (left) escapes' a tackle attempt from Philadelphia Eagles' Bdl Romano wski in their 
NFL game. Giants won 16-13. 

The year began and ended with Dallas 


.14 


NEW YORK (AP) — The 
year began just like 1993. 
with the Dallas Cowboys 
beating the Buffalo Bills 
handily in the Super Bowl, a 
31-13 victory that marked 
Buffalo's record fourth 
straight loss m the cham- 
pionship same of the Amer- 
ican National Football 
League.] 

It ended with Dallas in 
position-;ko become the fast 
team efrer to win three 
straight Super Bowls. But 
they were in shaky position, 
for this v*jas the season of the 
San Francisco 49ers. who 
were really the only team that 
took advantage of the new 
salary ca£ instead of moaning 
about it. 

In fact j the cap led to total 
parity except for those two 
teams at (he top. San Frauds- 
co. which finished the regular 
season 13-3 and Dallas, 
winch finished 12-4, losing 
two of its jast three and enter- 
ing the pteyoffs with Emin 
Smith nursing a sore ham- 
string. * j 

Everyone else. 

For theifirst time ever, four 
teams frota one division, the 
NFC Central, made the play- 
offs — Minnesota, Green 
Bay. Detroit and Chicago, 
but the Vikings won at 1&-6 
and the others were 9-7, a 
typical record in a year in 
which mediocrity prevailed 

And tty Bears’ and Pack '’- 1 
edged another 9-7 team. 

New Yore Giants, in t 


reakers. 

In the AFC, Pittsburgh, at 
12-4, had the best accord, but 
went into the playoffs with a 
less-than -formidable offense 
quarterbacked by Neil 
OT>onneI and Buffalo, the 
foor-time Super Bowl loser, 
missed the playoffs and 
finished 7-9. 

The surprises? New Eng- 
land, which finished 10-6 m 
Bill Parcells second year, 
winning its final seven games 
and Cleveland, at 11-5. The 
other playoffs teams were 
AFC East champion Miami 
(10-6) and San Diego (11-5) 
in the West with Kansas City 
(9-7) sneaking in as a wild- 
card with Joe Montana ahead 
of the Los Angeles Raiders 
(9-7) the AFC preseason 
favourite. 

But San Francisco was 
dominant. Even as teams 
were being forced to out 
veterans — the must promin- 
ent being Phil Simms of the 
Giants — the 49ers were sign- 
ing them, often giving them 
minimum salaries, then 
adding on incentives that 
would be counted against fu- 
ture caps. 

Still, the Ninere had to 
overcome the injury-caused 
loss ol four of the five starting 
offense linemen early in the 
season. They lost in Kansas 
n '-.* in their first meeting 
Joe Montana on the 
• .t side of the ball, then 
• were bumbed 40-8 ir a 

lie in which coach Gc, e 


Seiferi lifted Steve Young in 
the middle of a series. 

That was the turning point. 

Young exploded at Seiferi 
and the 49ers never lost again 
as Young had his best season 
and finally got on track wnn 
Jerry Rice. Sanders, who 
signed for $1 million after the 
American Major League 
Baseball season was officially 
ended by a players strike, 
brought a new dimension to 
the defence, bringing three 
interceptions back for touch- 
downs and allowing Mericm 
Hanks to switch from corner- 
back to safety, where Hanks 
had a Pro Bowl season. 

The Niners won their next 
.JO, averaging 36 points a 
game in the process, before 
to Minnesota in a finale that 
was meaningles to them. 

Their 21 -14 victory over 
Dallas at Candlestick on 
Nov. 13 — Hanks had three 
interceptions — gave them 
the tiebreaker for home field 
m -the: playoffs. and -they. .just 
‘ about din died it when the 
Cowboys lost at borne to 
Cleveland 19-14 on Dec. 10. 

On a league-wide basis, 
rule changes and adaptations 
designed to increase scoring 
worked, although it might 
have been at die expense of 
the officiating — three 
seemed to be a record num- 
ber of disputed calls this sea- 
son. 

Rice set an NFL record for 
tout 1 downs in a career in the 
firs- eek oi the season when 


be scored three times, to 
bring bis total to 127 in 10 
seasons, one ahead of Jim 
Brown, Rice finished with 15 
TTs for the year, giving him 
L» ; hile Young played long 
«.iiough against Minnesota to 
complete 12 of 13, breaking 
Joe Montana's NFL record 
for quarterback rating. 

Offence worked for other 
receivers, too. 

Minnesota's Cris Carier 
finished with 122 receptions, 
10 more than the old mark of 
112 by Sterling Sharpe, and 
Rice had 112 catches, the 
best of his brilliant career. 
Terance Mathis of Atlanta, 
New York jets discard, 
caught 111, IS more than he 
bad in all of his fonr seasons 
in New York. 

It also was a year in which 

backs seemed to be’ abating. 

While Young, Dan Man- 
no, Joe Montana, John El- 
way and the, Test of the over- . 
30 -gang coqtinugd- .to play 
well, some younger stars be- 
gan to emerge, led by New 
England's Drew Bledsoe, in 
his second season and Green 
Bay’s Breit Favre, in his 
fourth, Favre's 33 TD passes 
were second in the legue’s to 
Young ANF he threw just 14 
interceptions. 

Behind them were the likes 
of Craig Erickson of Tampa 
and Dave Brown of the 
Giants, who showed signs of 
taming into first-rate quar- 
terbacks. 


Ex-Soviet 

weightlifting 

dominance 

threatened 

ISTANBUL (R) — War 
and strife plus a dire shor- 
tage of cash threaten the 
supremacy of the former 
Soviet republics who 
dominated the men’s cate- 
gories in the World 
Weightlifting cham- 
pionships. 

Turkey, who finished 
second with a team com- 
prising mainly of ethnic 
Turks from Bulgaria, were 
the only team in the top six 
who did not come from 
former Communist bloc na- 
tions. 

But the ex-Soviet sup- 
remacy is under threat on 
at least two fronts. 

The area is a hotbed of 
strife and coaches from 
Georgia advise journalists 
to speak at length to their 
competitors as they might 
not live to see another 
championship. 

Olympic champion 
Kakhi Kakhiashvili left 
Georgia two months ago 
and became a late entry for 
Greece in the 91-kg categ- 
ory while the two best- 
known Australians, Nicu 
'Had in the 180- kg category 
and Stefan Botev in the 
over-180 kgs division, are 
from Romania and Bulgar- 
ia respectively. 

An even greater enemy 
for the former Communist 
nations could be econo- 
mics. 

"Under Communism 
sport had all the money it 
needed,” said Bulgaria's 
team coach Yorgen Ivanov. 
“Now we have to rely on 
private sponsors and there 
is not much money to go 
round. 

"The Bulgarian team 
usaed to train together for 
11 months a year, now we 
are lucky if they can get 
together for five.” 

Ironically, Bulgaria were 
pushed into third place 
with a one point deficit by 
Turkey's overwhelmingly 
ex-Bulgarian squad. 

,The. Ukrainian team, 

much weaker than last 
year's world championship 
squad, have found a weal- 
thy sponsor in former 
super-heavyweight Anatoly 
Pisarenko, who set up busi- 
ness in the United States at 
the end of his sporting 
career. 

But I08-kg champion 
Timur Taimazov still felt 
the need for his own coach 
and sponsor in wrestler- 
turned businessman Viktor 
Ardishev. 


Baseb til owners, olavers file charges 




NEW YORK (R) — V . 
League Bjasebail owners and 
players filed unfair labour 
practice complaints against 
each other Tuesday in the 
latest round of the dispute 
that stopped the 1994 season 
early and threatens the 1995 
season asiwell. 

The players are seeking a 
preliminary injunction to pre- 
vent the implementation of 
the ownerk’ salary cap. claim- 
ing the owners did not bar- 
gain in good faith. The own- 
ers claim the union violated 
federal labour law by nego- 
tiating in ;bad faith. 

The owners' player rela- 
tions committee and the Ma- 
jor League Baseball Players 

association filed their com- 
plaints With the National 
Labour Relations Board 
(NLRB) m New York. 

Club owners officially de- 
clared an impasse in the base- 
ball negotiations and im- 
plemented their salary- cap as 
of 12:01 d.m. last Friday. 

The placers went on strike 
last August 12 as negotiations 
over a new contract with the 
league fonjndered on the sal- 
ary cap issuer and the owners 
cancelled the rest of the sea- 
son — along with ^ piayoffc 
and World Series — Septem- 
ber 14. 

In its complaint, the own- 
ers charged ■ that the union 
"refused to negotiate wages 
on a co , * r ptive basis, unlaw- 
fully insJ^td on the indi- 
vidual negotiation of wages 
and scHry arbitration, en- 
;d in surface bargaining 
otherwise evidenced bad 

.«,ui in the exercise of its 
collective bargaining obliga- 
tions.” I . , . 

The uni^n alleged that tne 
owners neyer intended to 
sign a contract and were al- 
ways intent on establishing a 

salary cap.' , . , „ 

"We have been advised by 
:he board i rat the case will be 
river- prompt con .deration.* 
union head l Donald Fe'nr said 

in a prepared statement. 

"From the beginning- the 
dubs have n ad ?ne and only 
one thought in mind, forcing 

,«- l-nn the.nl.iver* 


‘ .... wc are confident that 
board will oome to see that 
the clubs entered into nego- 
tiations with no intention of 
reaching an agreement.” 
NIRO New York regional 
director Daniel Silverman 
said in a statement: “We are, 
of course, mindful of the 
great public interest in the 
resolution of this dispute. 
“It should be emphasised 


to the public uiu. ol. role is 
to protect the collective bar- 
gaining process but not to 
require any party to agree to 
a proposal or to require them 
to make a concession. This 
dispute must be settled by the 
parties themselves. 

“We will begin the inves- 
tigation immediately and win 
make a recommendation to 
the general counsel as soon as 


possible." 

He said most cases are 
investigated within four to six 
weeks. 

Time is drawing short to 
save the 1995 season since the 
players have said they will 
remain on strike while chal- 
lenging the owners’ action in 
the courts. 

The owners plan to open 
training camps and stan the 


season with replacement 
players if necessary. Howev- 
er, the 28 dob owners may 
not stand united. 

Baltimore Orioles owner 
Peter Angelos, who built 
much of his law practice rep 
resenting trade unions, said 
Monday he doesn’t think the 
rest of the owners can force 
him to field a team of re- 
placement players. 


an 

faith 



C AR FOR SALE 

( DIPLOMATIC ) 


Daewoo, Prince Roy ale Super Salon 1988 
2000cc, Duty Unpaid ( Diplomatic ). Very 
well maintained with complete service 
record. Air conditioned with electric 
windows, 90.000 km. 

Price USS 3.500 Or Nearest Offer 
Please Contact 
Tel.823385 Or Fax. 821803 


EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 

An investment company is seeking to employ capable 
professionals in the following areas: 

1. Production Manager 

Minimum 5 years experience in the field of textiles and 
garment manufacturing industry. 

Should have leadership skills and ability to manage a 
workforce exceeding three hundred people. 
Proficiency in English language and college diploma 
required. 

2. Executive Secretary 

Minimum 5 years experience, proficiency in English, 
language and full competency with computer usage. 

3. Accountant 

Minimum degree B.A.-B.Sc in accot'nting with at least 3 
years experience. Proficiency in English language & 
computer use in both Arabic and English. 

All those interest should submit a handwritten re- 
quest in English along with personal CV and telephone 
number to: 

P.O.Box 7245 
Amman / Jordan 

Selected applicants w*U be contacted for interviews 
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Jordan Soccer League 

Hussein, Ramtha clash today 
as Wihdat regain lead 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The battle for 
the first division soccer 
crown has heated up fol- 
lowing A1 Wihdat’ s return 
to the top at the end of the 
past week. Therefore, the 
upcoming matches which 
kick off Thursday will be 
decisive, especially Al Hus- 
sein's clash with Al 
Ramtha. 

Al Ahli and Kufrsoum, 
both tied with 27 points in 
6th and 7th places, will also 
meet Thursday. Al Wihdat 
will have a chance to furth- 
er their lead when they 
play Ad Jeel Friday and Al 
Faisali should also take 
advantage of their match 
against AJ Karmel. 

Meanwhile, Al Qadissieb 
hope to upset Al Jazireh to 
move out of the relegation- 
threatened last four, while 
Al Arabi need to beat Sha- 
bab Al Hussein to reach a 
secure halfway position. 
Roundup of the 16th 
week of the competition 

While Al Faisali's fens 
must surely be saddened if 
their team is to lose the 
chance to clinch the third 
consecutive title after the 
1-1 draw with Al Ramtha, 
the biggest upset of the 
week was undoubtedly Al 
Hussein's surprise 2-1 de- 
feat to 7th placed Kufr- 
soura. 

Al Hussein thus moved 
down to second while Al 
Wihdat retook the lead af- 
ter a 1-0 win over Shabab 
Al Hussein who moved 
down to 11th. 

Al Karmel moved up to 
10th after an important 2-2 
draw with 5th placed Al 
Jazireh. However, the 
draw seems unlikely to be 
able to help the lowly team 
avoid relegation. 

Al Araln and Al Qadis- 
sieh remained in 8th and 
9th places after a goalless 
draw, while Al Ahli main- 


tained 6th place after a 2-0 
win over last-placed Al 
Jeel. 

AJ Wihdai vs. Shabab Al 
Hussein: Jihad Abdul 
Mun'em stunned Shabab 
Al Hussein early in the 
match when he netted the 
match's sole goal from a 
header in the 4th minute. 

Shabab Al Hussein put 
up a big effort to equalise 
and managed to hold off 
the former champions’ 
attacks. 

Kufrsoum vs. Hussein: 
Kufrsoum ’s win was very 
important as they tied with 
Al Ahli and further im- 
proved their record as the 
only newcomer not 
threatened by relegation. 

Munib Gharaibeh scored 
Al Hussein's only goal 
from a header in the 33rd 
minute. Kufrsoum’s top 
striker Yousef Obeidat 
equalised in the 49th mi- 
nute and added the winning 
goal in the 75th minute. 

Faisali vs. Ramtha: The 
titleholders again lost a 
chance to improve their 
standing and seem to be 
letting the third consecu- 
tive title slip a*ray. 

Ai Ramtha ,v ?re not hurt 
much after the 1 - draw. 

Striker Mouaffaq Abu 
Hdeib scored AJ Ramtha’s 
goal from a penalty kick in 
the 19th minute. Al Faisa- 
li's ace Jiryes Tadros 


assisted Subbi Suleiman in 
equalising in the 53rd mi- 
nute. Tadros, Firas Al 
Khalaileh lost definite scor- 
ing chances. 

Jazireh vs. Karmel: The 
2-2 draw finally moved Al 
Karmel to 10th place after 
languishing in 11th for a 
long time. 

Al Jazireh scored first by 
Maher Mafarjeh in the 
32nd minute. Al Karmel 
equalised by Nizar 
Shamekh in the 44th mi- 
nute and took the lead in 
the 80th minute by Naser 
Hussein’s header. Al 
Jazireh's Mafarjeh saved 
his team from defeat when 
he equalised in the 86th 
minute. 

Ahli vs. Jeel: Al Ahli 
took an important step to- 
wards maintaining a half- 
way standing when Lhey de- 
feated last-placed Al Jeel 
2 - 0 . 

Striker Husain Hammash 
opened scoring early when 
he stunned Al Jeel in the 
2nd minute. The second 
goal was scored by Amer 
Wali in the 84th minute. 

Arabi vs. Qadissieb: 
Both teams are near the 
relegation zone and need to 
improve their record to 
avoid that prospect. Their 
goalless draw enabled them 
to maintain their standings 
going into the 17th week. 


Standings after 16th week 
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L 

GF GA Pts. 

Wihdat 

16 

11 

5 

— 

18 

3 

27 

Hussein 

J6 

12 

2 

2 

42 

16 

26 

Ramtha 

16 

10 

5 

I 

33 

10 

25 

Faisali 

16 

7 

7 

2 

25 

9 

21 

Jazireh 

16 

7 

4 

5 

21 

18 

18 

Ahli 

16 

6 

5 

5 

22 

20 

17 

Kufrsoum 

16 

8 

1 

7 

27 

27 

17 

Arabi 

16 

5 

4 

7 

18 

26 

14 

Qadissieh 

16 

4 

5 

7 

18 

22 

13 

Karmel 

16 

1 

4 

U 

12 

38 

6 

Shabab Al Hussein 

16 

1 

3 

12 

17 

37 

5 

Jed 

16 

1 

1 

14 

10 

37 
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Benetton rule out signing Mansell 


ROME (R) — Former for- 
mula one world champion 
Nigel Mansell will not be 
joining Benetton next sea- 
son. 

“We will name our drivers 
for next season at the end of 
January but Nigel Mansell 
will not be one of them,’’ 
r- am president Alessandro 
L -netton told the Gazzerta 
Dello Sport in an interview 
published Wednesday. 

Benetton said Briton John- 
ny L t>err was almost cer 
tai: co partner world cham- 
pion Michael Schumacher in 


his team in the coming sea- 
son. 

He said it would be too 


expensive to hire a driver of 
Mansell’s calibre alongside 
Schumacher. 


THE 


FRESH FISH COLLECTION 

With its two branches in Abdali and the Seventh 
Circle. 

We receive fresh fish around the week. 

Abdali: Police Academy Street, Tel. 687772 
Seventh Circle: Abdullah Ghosheh Street/ 
behind Ramada Hotel, Tel. 826906 


Under the Patronage of 
HRH Prince Ra'ad Bln Zeid 

Al-Hussein Society for the Rehabilitation of 
the Physically Handicapped 
in cooperation with 

■ The British Council 

presents 
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Towards Humanity 

A concert 

with the British flautist 

Wi§sam Boustany 

and pianist 

iniira Fouad 

The Programme includes pieces by Donizetti, Doppler, Chopin, Heath. 
Boustany an»* Franck 


Location : Royal Cultural Centre 
Price :8JD 


Date : Wednesday, 4 January 
Time : 8pm 

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT: The Royal Cultural Centre 
• The British Council • Marriott Hotel. 
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Thanks to our special sponsor .Ataman. 
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Jordan yet to receive Israeli 
nomination of ambassador 

Bentsur rejects reports of Jordan voicing 
disappointment over Israeli attitude 


By P.V. Vivekanand 
Jordan Tiroes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Jordanian 
government has not received 
any official nomination ol an 
Israeli ambassador to Jordan 
and Amman believes that the 
Israeli government has not 
reached a final decision on 
the issue, official sources said 
Wednesday. 

The sources, requesting 
anonymity, were comment- 
ing on an Israeli newspaper 
report that Jordan bad made 
its “displeasure” known to 
Israel over the planned 
nomination of Ephraim 
Haleevy, deputy bead of the 
Mossad secret service, as 
Israeli ambassador to the 
Kingdom. 

“How could the govern- 
ment make a comment on a 
nomination which has not 
been received?’' said one 
source. “Jordan would make 
its views known as and when 
it receives an official nomina- 
tion through the proper chan- 
nels.” 

Following the peace treaty 
signed on Oct. 26, Jordan 
and Israel opened embassies 
in Tel Aviv and Amman re- 
spectively on Dec. 11. Both 
missions are headed at charge 
d’affaires level and operate 
out of hotels pending suitable 
alternate premises. 

Jordan has named Marwan 
Muashcr, former spokesman 
of the peace negotiating team 
with Israel, as its ambassador 
to the Jewish state. But Dr. 
Muasher is not expected to 
assume the post until Israel 


completes its process of nam- 
ing an ambassador and secur- 
ing Jordanian approval of the 
nomination. 

Several names, including 
those of outgoing Chief of 
Staff Ehud Barak and foreign 
ministry official Yossi Gal. 
have been floating in the 
Israeli press as possible 
nominees to take up the first 
Israeli ambassadorship to 
Jordan. 

Israeli reports said last 
month that Gen. Barak, who 
leaves office in the new year, 
had turned down the appoint- 
ment. However, it was never 
confirmed that Gen. Barak 
was indeed considered for the 
post. In any event, that left 
Mr- Haleevy and Mr. Gal in 
the field, at least officially. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin was reported to 
be supporting Mr. Haleevy 
for the post while Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres back- 
ed career diplomat Gal, who, 
for some time, served as Dr. 
Muasher s counterpart dur- 
ing the peace negotiations. 

Jordan’s reported displea- 
sure over the planned 
Haleevy nomination, accord- 
ing to the Haaretz newspap- 
er, stemmed from the fact 
that he headed the Mossad, 
an establishment known for 
its clandestine activities and 
role in assassination of lead- 
ing Palestinian figures. 

Mr. Haleevy’s ambassa- 
dorship in Amman would 
only "feed anti-Israeli senti- 
ments" in Jordan, Haaretz 
said Tuesday. 

The newspaper did not 


Beirut bombing suspect 
said to be Israeli agent 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanese 
authorities named the main 
suspect in last week’s car- 
bomb which killed three peo- 
ple,Jn Beirut and said he 
worked tor the' Israeli inteili- 
r Venice service Mossad, state- 
run television said on 
Wednesday. 

Tele Liban, quoting an 
army statement, said Ahmad 
Hallaq was the main suspect 
in the Dec. 21 blast in the 
Beirut bastion of the pro- 
Iranian HizboDah (Pam- of 
God) group, winch is fighting 
Israeli troops in South "Leba- 
non. 

The statement said Mr. 
Hallaq, recruited in July 1993 
by a Mossad officer named 
Dani "who is active in Cyp- 
rus,” had set off by remote 
control the cafbomb which 
killed two Hizbollah mem- 
bers and a civilian and 
wounded 11 people. 

One of the dead, Fuad 
Moughniyyeh, was the 
brother of Lebanon's most 
wanted hostage-taker of the 
1980s, I mad Moughniyyeh. 

Lebanese officials and Hiz.- 
bollah accused Israel of being 
behind the blast. 

Lebanon's interior minister 
said earlier on Wednesday 
that Lebanese authorities had 
arrested several people sus- 
pected of involvement in the 
bombing. 

“The main leads into the 


southern suburb bombing 
have been uncovered and 
some suspects have been 
arrested." Interior Minister 
Mkhe! Ai Murr told repor- 
ters in Beirut. 

“The investigation b prog- 
ressing quickly and its results 
will be revealed in the coming 
few days/’ Mr. Mutt added. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin has said the 
answer to who was behind 
the carbomb rested not with 
him but in Lebanon. 

Judicial sources confirmed 
a report by the Beirut daily 
A1 Safir on Wednesday that 
among those arrested in con- 
nection with the bombing was 
the wife of the ring leader 
and that he works for Mos- 
sad. 

“Yes, the newspaper re- 
port is accurate. The main 
suspect works for Mossad 
and he remains at large but 
his wife has been arrested,” 
one source told Reuters. 

A1 Safir, quoting "well- 
informed official sources,” 
said some ring members had 
planned the Beirut bombing 
at a meeting with a top Mos- 
sad officer in Cyprus. 

“The suspects' confes- 
sions... revealed that Mossad 
was involved 100 per cent (in 
the bombing) from the begin- 
ning tor the end,” the paper 
reported. 
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make clear when and how 
Jordan had conveyed its "dis- 
pleasure” to Israel, but it 
implied that it came during a 
meeting between Prime 
Minuter Abdul Saiam Majaii 
and Israeli foreign ministry 
deputy director-general 
Evtan Bentsur, who visited 
Amman on Sunday. 

Haaretz said Dr. Majaii 
told Mr. Bentsur that Jorda- 
nians were complaining that 
they were not seeing the 
fruits of peace. As an exam- 
ple, Dr. Majaii was reported 
to have told Mr. Bentsur that 
many firms that expected in- 
creased business with Israelis 
coming to Jordan since the 
peace treaty were seeing the 
visitors spending little, if any 
at all, money in Jordan. 

Tour operators confirmed 
the complaints. "Israelis 
bring their own food when 
they come to Jordan," said 
one tour operator. "It is 
strange though," he added, 
“that food from store shelves 
cost less in Jordan than across 
the border.” 

The Jerusalem Post re- 
ports: Reports of Jordanian 
government disaffection with 
the consequences of the 
peace treaty with Israel are 
"inaccurate," Mr. Bentsur 
said Tuesday. 

Several newspapers re- 
ported that during the meet- 
ing between Bentsur and 
Jordanian Prime Minister 
Majaii, Dr. Majaii had said 
Jordan was "extremely dis- 
appointed" with the Israeli 

(Continued on page 7) 


Israel to 
return last 
antiquities 
to Egypt 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israel said 
on Wednesday it was handing 
back to Egypt some 800 car- 
tons full of antiquities, the 
last of the finds it promised to 
return from Israel’s 15-year 
occupation of the Sinai 
peninsula. 

Amir Drori, head of the 
Israel antiquities authority, 
said the finds would be ship- 
ped to Egypt on Thursday. 
The agreement to return the 
antiquities was reached in 
January 1993 after years of 
negotiation following the 
1979 Israel-Egypt peace trea- 
ty- 

The authority said Israel 
was handing back the arte- 
facts in accordance with the 
1954 Hague convention on 
returning archaeological 
finds to their country of ori- 
gin. 

“We are told this is the first 
time a state has given so 
many artefacts to another 
country,” Mr. Drori told a 
joint news conference with an 
Egyptian detection that ar- 
rived to receive the anti- 
quities. "This can be a prece- 
dent for other countries.” 

The head of the Egyptian 
supreme archaeological 
council, Mohammad Abdul 
Halim Noureddin, said Egypt 
was trying to retrieve Egyp- 
tian antiquities from other 
countries that excavated and 
removed them from Egypt 
over the years. 

"We are trying to contact 
other countries to get back 
artefacts,” Mr. Noureddin 
said. "So far we bave not had 
good reactions from these 
countries.” 

Israeli archaeologists unco- 
vered the artefacts, including 
pottery, flint objects, textiles, 
shell and ceramic jewellery 
and hundreds of coins, during 
the 1967-82 Israeli occupa- 
tion of Sinai, the desert 
peninsula linking Africa and 
Asia which lay on the cros- 
sroads of many ancient civi- 
lisations. 

The Israeli authority offi- 
cially applied to the Egyptian 
authorities to lend Israel 24 
objects containing Hebrew 
inscriptions. These include 
third-century Byzantine cera- 
mic oil lamps with Jewish 
candelabra — menorah — 
imprints. 

Mr. Noureddin said the 
objects would first be exhi- 
bited to the Egyptian public 
at museums, but did not rule 
out an eventual loan. 

“I can understand it . is 
emotionally important to you 
to keep the menorahs, but 
that’s not how it goes,” Mr. 
Noureddin said. “We never 
loaned anything long-term to 
another country, but we are 
ready to consider/ 1 

The Egyptian delegates 
stressed their readiness for 
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• PALESTINIAN PROTEST: A wmum Am 

her resignation as an Lcraefi worker wi fts rar* with 
up-rooted olive trees planted Mood** on a MMde sooth oi 
Bethlehem on the West Bank, where rOxgers ftrwo El 
Kinder aad Israeli Peace Now activists tried to prevent 
Israeli settlers from starting oananKtio* to nkorgt the 


Jewish vettkoarot of Ephrata. Palestinians say that the land 
****** to them for georratiotu, wfafic settlers Insist that the 
bad fo owned b* the Israeli state. Five people were Injured 
and 45 arretted on Tuesday as security forces d i spersed 
bvndrcds of protesters from the site (see related story on 
page 2‘ f.AFP photo i 


Pope condemns Algeria Israelis 

* 4=7 rorkpt 

killings, calls for dialogue Lebanese 


Vatican city i Agcnao i 
— Pope John Paul conde- 
mned the killing of four Ro- 
man Catholic priests in 
Algeria as an act of barbarity 
on Wednesday and exiled few 
dialogue between the 

military -backed government 
and Islamic fundamenvabsis. 

“I pray to God that ihe 
sacrifice of tile four pnrsta 
wi!2 be a seed oi reccnaiia- 
*ion and peace and will in- 
duce everyone to opt for dia- 
logue and mutual under- 
standing, without which :hc;c 
ts no future far a truly human 
society/’ the Pope said 

He tc/d jnlgnm* a: hw 
weekly general audience that 
"the barbaric zuossmatiem" 
of the dene*, throe French- 
men and a Belgian, had 
brought sadness to Christ- 
mas. 

He said he was dose to the 
small Catholic community m 
Algeria, which he called z 
"martyred country/’ 

The four priests, members 
of the order of the White 
Fathers, were shot dead cm 
Tuesday in their residence in 
TLa*Ouzou. no kilometres 
east of the capital Algiers. 

The official Algerian news 
agency APS has blamed Isla- 
mic fundamentalist guerrillas 
for the killings, carried out 
less than 24 hoars after 
french commandos killed 
four Algerian guerrillas who 


h; tacked is Air Frarwr airlin- 
er. 

The iaicis deaths Mirught 
to aght :be number rwih 
and r.uoa zrr*mc she fore- 
igners killed m Alwra smcc 
the Islamic Arms*! Gr.^p 
:G!A| crJerrd iZ 
more lhar. year ago leave 
the eounrr. cr face death. 

Aigcrti hzi been ;r. 
since the xsirnuncft! cal’-cd 
off a ycr -c ra: c.ceticc 
wh>:h. fundusm ® t re 
pqned to wis AVv 
Aigcrttrsft have lew died :n 
the civil strife 

The White Fit hen named 
the FrWKri zoois a Jean- 
Mine Cfccvularti, *4. Alisa 
DvcuiaUgaJw. 75. and Chr^:* 
ana CbaRi, 36 The eric; 
»id the Bdgain Cha.-ics 
Ofccfcen. said “ft. 

It sad they were she: to 
death by an armed band that 
broke into the priests’ house. 

No jropp his- ! st daixed 
reswmsbiUry for the killings. 

Algerian p:cv> reports said 
the six gunmen who killed the 
dcrics probably intended to 
kidnap them. 

Four of the attackers, 
armed with Kalashnikovs and 
carrying walkie-talkies, dres- 
sed up as policemen in order 
to get into the presbytery in a 
quiet area of Tizi Ouzou. 
witnesses cited in the Alge- 
rian press said. 

The suggestion that the 


militants intended to kidnap 
the priests was backed hr 
reports that two accomplices 
were waiting outside the mis- 
-aen ir. a van intended to be 
used in the jMuctitVft. re- 
ports laid Wednesday. 

After lucking up the mis- 
sion's cmpfovtri and the 
group of supplicant*, the kil- 
lers bunt into thr office of 
OirvtUarJ and ordered him 
to fellow to thr police vta- 

!!Cft 

Realisuii th.t! i: was a nap. 
Chotiiard lUttrJ shouting. 
«rr, pulled out into a cour- 
tyard and shet dead Hu 
three feliuu missionaries 
were shot as «hev were trying 
to escape 

The Algcnan pro* mean- 
while led its coverage 
Wednesday with attacks on 
French criticisms id the Alge- 
rian government and doubts 
over the French handling of 
the plane hijacking 

The pro-government daily 
r.Auihermque suggested that 
France might in some way 
have manipulated the hijack- 
ing for its own political pur- 
poses. 

There were several "sha- 
dowy aspects" to the affair 
which suggested that the sei- 
zure of the aircraft, its flight 
to France and the final sei- 
zure by French forces was not 
just “a simple hijacking/’ the 
paper said. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


suspended all firearms licences during the holiday season 
and warned revellers against shooting in the air to celebrate 
the New Year. Defence Minister M oh sen Dallul’s decision. 


Bazargan to seek medical treatment abroad Romania police seek Moldovan In killing 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Former Iranian Prime Minister Mebdi BUCHAREST lR) — Romanian police said on Wednes- 

Bazargan is to travel abroad shortly for medical treatment, day they bad issued a warrant for the aiTest of a 23-year-old 

ms relatives said Wednesday. Mr. Bazargan. SS. has been Moldovan for the killing of an Irranian. run through with a 

suffering from heart problems since early Dec. and his sword in Bucharest last month. Police said Andrei Costas 

physiaans have ruled out an operation for him in Iran was being sought for the murder of Mohammad Ali Assadi. 

because ot his advanced age. Mr. Bazarean . who heads the an Iranian resident in Romania. "We have a warrant issued 

opposition Freedom Movement Party fFMPL might visit for Costas’s arrest but he has disappeared. But we hope to 

the United States, the sources said. TTie FMP. a moderate get to him soon," Bucharest police spokesman Dan 

Islamic movement founded in 1961, is among the few Secneru loM Reuters. Assadi, described by Romanian 

opposition groups tolerated in Iran. Mr. Bazargan headed newspapers as a political refugee but by Iranian diplomats 

tne first provisional government after the 1979 Islamic as a common criminal, was killed with a “ninja” sword at 

revolution, but he was ousted for espousing libera! ideas. ins Bucharest home Last month in what police concluded 

Kurds say factional fighting is almost over ™ a sans ' related fcud 

ankara (R) — Two rival Kurdish guerrilla croups in Lebanon bans New Year shooting 

northern Iraq have agreed to a ceasefire and almost ended ontM — . , . t r> t 

more than a week of factional fighting, an Iraqi Kurdish BEIRUT (AFP) — The Lebanese Defence Ministry has 

spokesman said on Wednesday. ShazaS Saib. the Ankara suspended all firearms licences during the holiday season 
representative of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 1 PUKV warned revellers against shooting in the air to celebrate 

said the agreement, between his faction and the opnosino ^ ***** Ycar - p cfcnc « Minister Mohsen Dallul’s decision. 

Kurdistan Democratic Parry (KDP) was reached on announced on Wednesday, renders licences null and void 

Tuesday in the city of Erbil. “There are only isolated cases unlfl 8:,W> a m ' on Jnn - *■ ° nl y lw *yS ua «* > of political 

of fighting left. It was never that serious anvwav '* he told SlfoKS- officials, clerics and diplomats are exempted. The 

Reuters. Iraqi official newspapers said on Wednesday more ministry warned it would take severe action against anyone 

than 200 people had died in the dashes and that the violating rhe ban. Several people were arrested last war 

residents of Erbil had fled. The AI Jumhoriva dailv whefl Illc> <lcfied a S| niilar derision and fired off guns 

described the summer resort of Salahuddin in the Erbil during the holiday*. Before and during the 1075- 1990 'civil 

area as “a city of ghosts.” Mr. Saib said Salahuddin was war * ,l common practise across. Lebamm for people to 

tree from fighting but that opposing groups of eucrrillas fira *“?* lo mark lhc b,nh of a child - J Wcd dmg. a baptism. 

Ebil Cla ^TT? °" Toesda y 9 ear two l ' ow «s on the road to or a death Rockct-propcIIcd grenades were alstv used 

Bahrkha," he said. Mrlsai? couid gile no cSu^rTsguS! 1 Pahwtinian leaders hold talks in Iraq 

Robbers kill German woman in Uhva D (AFP) — Hardline Palestinian leaders said 

n * n u, °y a Tuesday that they had met with senior Iraqi officials to 

BONN (R) -—- A German woman was killed and her mate discuss how torpedo the Israel -Palestine Liberation 

companion injured in an apparent armed robberv in Libva Organtfapon tPLO) autonomy accords. Two leaders from 
me German foreign ministry said on Wednesday a the Pop®“/ Front for the Liberation of Palestine iPFl.P> 

ministry spok^nan said the anack on the two Gcrm-im Alni ^ WuMapha and Abdul Rahim Mallouh. held talks 

took place on Dec. 22 in northern Libv-3. “It was prohabiv v, ^ lh lf *3L V,cc Resident Tuha Yassin Ramadan and 

an armed robbery." he told reporters.' The oantsrk xi&uch Deputy Minister Tareq .Aziz. Mr. Mustapha told 
a formal warning to Germans earlier this vear to be on their ta ^ ’ dti "ways to nuke the accords fail" 

gu^d in Libya after a growing number of fobberiei Tht anc! u «>te Palestinians and national Arab forces to 

spokesman did not identify the victims of the attack American and Israeli plots in the nfRion," said Mr 

Iran finds remains of 10u ms?* " amm> lhc 

Two kmed in c,ashea ,n E sypt 

Wednesday. 'The 6 corp^'wCT^disoaw'ed^tiie ASSIUT Suspected Muslim milirants killed one 

region of Dam provirSneighbouri^ ffaS h jwhwi»8»d u^ unt j t d another when they opened fire 

50 of them have yet to be » About. than on aff«n m southern Egypt, security stiurces viid 

found the remains of around 3 000 oftt soldi J*” ^ Wednesday. vaid the Shooting tinik place on Tue M Lu 

militiamen as well as 2M Iraqi *!! d thej^n. who stole one policeman’s rifle. ev2S 

war, which claimed wh °! th ' “1 at Fawhut station in the ^ 

says as many as 32.000 Traniar.r^~ -iT^ TO ™“- ” T «ffan orovuioe t» Ucn.i. Thr cim<i lzrn 


announced on Wednesday, renders licences null and void 
until S:*W> a.m. on Jan. 1. Only bodyguards of political 
figures, officials, clerics and diplomats are exempted, The 
ministry warned it would take severe action against anyone 
violating rhe ban. Several people were arrested Lust vear 
when they defied a similar derision and fired off guns 
during the- holidays. Before and during the 1075-1990 civil 
war, it was common practise across Lebanon for people to 
fire guns to mark the birth of a child, a wedding, a baptism, 
or a death Rockci-propcllcd grenades were also used. 

Palestinian leaders hold talks in Iraq 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — Hardline Palestinian leaders said 
Tuesday th.u they had met with senior Iraqi officials to 
discuss how ip torpedo the Israel -Palestine Liberation 
Organisation tPLOl autonomy accords. Two leaders from 
the Popular i : ront for the Liberation of Palestine (PH .P’1, 
Abu AS Musiapha and Abdul Rahim Mallouh, held talk> 
with v «cc President Taha Yassin Ramadan and 
Deputy Prime: Minister Tareq .Aziz. Mr. Mustapha told 
AFP. The talk-, focused on "ways to nuke the accords fail" 
and "Wiys to unite Palestinians and national Arab forces to 
foil American and Israeli pfols in the region, " said Mr 
Musiapha. second tn command of the Dam:iscus-h ised 
PFLP. 

Two kitted in clashes In Egypt 

ASSIUT <R) ' “ Suspected Muslim militants killed one 
palirem«s*M U t '>vindtd another when they opened fire on 
them on a Ram in southern Egypt, security sources uid on 
V»«tocidiy. said the shooting Cvnik place on TucmIav 
and the giflfflricn. who stole one policeman’s rifle, csejoc i 
when the tretn sapped al Fanhut nation in the 
or o vincc t» S/cn.i. Thr drnH <wv»; — .. rrn 


house 

BRAACHrr. Lebanon (RI 
— An Israeli helicopter 
gunship rocketed a house 
m a South Lebanon village, 
w; mnding two vouufi boys, 
witnesses uid on wednes- 
dav 

S'dbgew told a Reuter re- 
porter that two rockets fired 
ov the helicopter hit the 
house of a local vMfirial of the 
Ski'iic Muslim Aoial move- 
ment in Btaachit village 
north of Israel's occupation 
.-.me in South Lebanon. 

Vwv uncxplodcd rockets 
were dismantled by U N. 
peacekeepers. 

I: was the Ms: Israeli air 
laid into Lebanon tht* year. 

Anud *anJ the anack on the 
official s house took place 
just before midnight after us 
fighters attacked Israel’s 
South Lebanon Army iSLA) 
militia allies on the edge of 
the zone. No casualties were 
reported in the attacks. 

Security sources said Am.il 
guerrillas fired Katyusha 
rockets, mortar bombs and 
machine guns at three SLA 
posts. 

Israeli and SLA artillery 
and tanks opened up on 
Br3achit, nearby Shaqra vil- 
lage and surrounding hills, 
they said. Five houses in 
Braachit were damaged in 
the retaliatory shelling. 


| George Sums 
cancels birthday 
appearance 

SEW YORK tRl -- Lirufgr 
Burns, the 'W-wa; -t>!;l L'v.a:- 
u inning ciwedian. f».i\ can- 
ccllcvl his aniiu.d .iprc- ir ^WP 
at Cac^arv P.iIjcc us La* 
Ycgaa but the venue ; r . taking 
reservation*, foi h:v I « tt-*x'ti 
birthday gig. an operator «c*ul 
Wednesday. "HcNtancclied. 
But we’te taking revervations 
fur IWfc.” said a Cjc-uv' 
switchboard operator “lies 
scheduled to pl.i\ here trom 
Jan. IS through Jan 22. 
19%. though that could be 
changed. We’re taking re- 
servation* nght now." said 
the operator' The operator 
said she had no further in- 
formation on Burro condi- 
tion but a hospital spokesman 
in Los Angeles said Runv. 
was recovering from snrgerv 
The comedian was dis- 
charged in Septembei from 
CcdarvSinai Medic.il Centre 
in Uw Angeles after surges 
to drain excess fluid from the 
surface of his brain. The fluid 
buildup was caused by a head 
injury suffered when he fell 
in his bathtub at his Bcvcrlv 
Hills home. "He hasn’t work- 
ed for a while. He had 
surgery several months ago. I 
imagine they cancelled be- 
cause he’s not yet ready to do 
it," said Ron Wise, a spokes- 
man for Cedars-Smai Burns 
has continued to nlay show 
dates through his ws and had 
also been hooked to star at 
the London Palladium on h» 
100th birthday tn 19*)b. In his 
Sti* Bums became a film star, 
woo an Oscar, resurrected his 
fading stage career, became 
an author and went on to 
make hit records. He won the 
1975 best supporting actor 
Oscar for his performance as 
a retired comedian in the film 
version of Neil Simon’s The 
Sunshine Boys and his career 
soared At ag* 95, he became 
the oldest-evcr Grammy 
Award nominee, with a nod 
to the spoken'Word categairv 
lot Grade »• A Love Siaiy 

Study: women 
with AIDS die 
sooner than men 

CHICAGO (R) - Women 
suffering from AIDS have 
shorter survival rates than 
men and are particulars sus- 
ecptiblc to pneumonia, a 
prune killer of infected vic- 
tims. a study published Tues- 
day said. The increased risk 
of AIDS-related pneumonia 
among women may be due to 
their having poorer access to 
health care, lower socioeco- 
nomic status and less social 
support than infected men, 
the researchers said. The 
University of Minneapolis 
study, which followed over a 
1 5- month interval 76S women 
and 3,779 men from 17 health 
centres around the United 
Srates. found the deadly dis- 
wsc progress at similar" rates 
in men and women from the 
time of initial infection with 
the virus. "Compared wuh 
men. Hl\'-iafccted women mi 
the (study) were at increased 
risk of death, but not disease 
progression." author Sandra 
Melnick wrote in the Journal 
of the American Medical 
Association. Hie stiidv foumi 
that women with AIDS were 
1.33 im^ more at nsk oi 
dying than mm with the dis- 
ease and 1.3S tinir-> nit’ic 
hke!\ to dcveli'p bacterial 
pneumonia. Women wuh a 
history of mi-.urnouv dvug 
u>e. tor whom shared needles 
can spread the injection, 
were at a substantially grea- 
ter risk than sinnlj'lv in 
iectrd men of conn acting the 
deadls pneumonia Hut in - 
fectcd Women werr at ab>vi’ 
the same risk as men :t* hav- 
ing the disease progrrvv and 
weaken their immune *v>- 
terns Women were als*.‘ 
found to be uuuh less at rol 
than men of developing 
kjposfs, saieoma, a ccinnk'9 

cancer among AIDS stClunS 

Spain to spand 
$150 million on 
Prado renovation 

MADRID iwn -- The 

Sp-tdisli y>ne!;tmeilt 1'Uevd^' 
amiotisive.i budgeting 

r 1 ' ?wi a* iSlxi mil* 

lion) for lcn4Wrt » HW lhc 

' Museum Iwrc An 

tctnalu-ttal jury will select the 
Vsl f' r, ’!cc: fin itwufrrowinji 
‘•‘uiuiguig the muvcMtn- 
vrowr tor j{^ Vri4ri|irt' 
p-iiniifsj., winch 

vonici i \ mtihoft 
c : ufi tV.fure IwfcftWet 
| ' antic 51 AJboreh vaL) The 


